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Syria releases Jordanian held 
for spying for Iraq — report 

AMMAN (AFP) — Syria has released a Jordanian 
detained for four months for spying for Iraq, a news- 
paper reported here Tuesday. Umar Abd AI Mutallab 
. ^. Sarsur was arrested by Syrian authorities on a charge 
|Ef “belonging to the Iraqi secret service” after he 
Relayed a letter from a Syrian prisoner in Iraq to his 
3 &nily in Latakia on Syria’s Mediterranean coast. “! 
' : did it for human motives only” said Iraqi- bom Sarsur 
reported Al Arab Al Yawm newspaper. “I didn’t know 
it would get me arrested.” Neither his family nor the 
Jordanian authorities were informed of his detention, 
the paper said. Syria and Iraq, which are ruled by rival 
wings of the Arab Socialist Baath Party, broke off 
relations in 1980 but have moved closer since May 
last year. 
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Oman sets three-month 
amnesty for illegal foreigners 

MUSCAT (AFP) — Omani authorities have set a 
three-month amnesty for illegal workers to leave the 
Gulf country or regularise their work and residence 
papers. The labour ministry, in a notice carried by 
Muscat newspapers on Tuesday, said the amnesty 
would expire at the end of March, after which illegal 
workers could be jailed for up to a month and fined up 
to S275. Employers of illegal workers will also face 
fines. Foreigners, mainly Indians, account for nearly 
600,000 of the two million population of Oman, 
which is following the example of several other Gulf 
Arab monarchies in offering an amnesty to trim the 
number of expatriates. 
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80 per cent of Jordanians still 
believe Israel is enemy — poll 

Most Jordanians, Palestinians say Jordan should 
play role in Palestinian-Israeli peace negotiations 


By Alia A. Tonkan 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Three years 
after the signing of the Jor- 
dan- Israel peace treaty, 
over 80 per cent of Jordani- 
ans still believe that Israel 
is their enemy, according to 
a recent opinion poll. 

The poll, whose results 
were published Tuesday, 
also revealed that over 90 
per cent of Jordanians 
believe char their ties with 
the Palestinians are 
“unique” and stronger than 
relations that they, or the 
Palestinians, have with any 
other Arab country. 

Palestinians in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip 
echoed the views of Jorda- 
nians according to the poll, 
conducted last month by 
the Centre for Strategic 
Studies (CSS) at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan and the 
Nablus-based Centre for 
Palestine Research and 
Studies (CPRS). 

The findings of the poll 
also showed that the major- 
itjrof Palestinians surveyed 
farabred Jordan becoming 
a party to the Palestinian- 
Israeli peace talks, citing 
Jordan's ability to help the 
Palestinians as the reason 
for their position. The posi- 
tion of Jordanians polled 


was similar. 

The poll, which surveyed 
the views of 1,419 people 
in Jordan and 1,320 people 
in the West Bank and Gaza 
on Jordanian-Palestinian 
relations, also showed that 
the majority of the two peo- 
ples favour some sort of 
unity between the Kingdom 
and the Palestinians. 

The poll divided the sam- 
ple in Jordan into three cat- 
egories: the national sam- 
ple, the opinion leaders 
sample, and the residents of 
Palestinian refugee camps. 

While 62.6 per cent of the 
national sample supported 
unity between Jordan and 
the West Bank and Gaza, 
only 36.9 per cent of the 
opinion leaders sampled 
supported this sort of merg- 
er. This compares to 69.8 
per cent among residents of 
refugee camps. Support 
was much less, however, 
for confederation or federa- 
tion in all three categories. 

In sharp contrast to the 
preference of Jordanians, 
however, the majority of 
Palestinians were not in 
favour of either unity or 
federation with Jordan. The 
highest support. 37.9 per 
cent was for confederation. 

But both Jordanians and 
Palestinians were unani- 
mous in rejecting Israel 


joining a Jordanian -Pales- 
tinian confederation, with 
opposition to such an 
option exceeding 80 per 
cent in Jordan, the West 
Bank and Gaza. 

The poll showed clear 
pessimism over peace talks 
between the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
and Israel, with less than 50 
per cent of the Jordanian 
national sample and 57.4 
per cent of the Palestinians 
saying the negotiations 
were not successful, versus 
28.6 and 22.5 per cent 
respectively saying the 
negotiations were success- 
ful. 

Similar pessimism was 
expressed over prospects of 
the peace talks leading to 
the establishment of a 
Palestinian state in “all or 
most parts” of the West 
Bank and Gaza, with 16.2 
per cent of the national 
sample, and 38.3 per cent 
of Palestinians polled 
believing the talks would 
lead to such a conclusion. 

The most Hkelv scenario 
among Jordanians polled 
was that the peace talks 
would not change the status 
quo (31.4 per cent expect- 
ing this possibility), while 
the establishment of an 
independent Palestinian 
state was the most expected 


one among Palestinians. 

But the majority of Pales- 
tinians surveyed (51.3 per 
cent) believed the Kingdom 
can help them get better 
results from the .peace 
process, thus supporting 
Jordan becoming a party to 
the Palestinian-Israeli 
peace negotiations. 

Historical ties between 
the two peoples was the 
reason why the majority of 
the 71.1 Jordanians polled 
in the national sample 
wanted Jordan to become 
party to these negotiations. 

Concern for the “indepen- 
dence of the Palestinian 
decision" and fear of a 
“negative role by Jordan" 
was Lhe reason behind 
Palestinian opposition to a 
direct Jordanian role in the 
negotiations. About 41 per 
cent of Palestinians polled 
opposed such a Jordanian 
role. Among Jordanians, 
those opposed to a direct 
Jordanian role cited the 
same reason. 

Also of significance, 
among the Palestinians 
polled, 83 per cent viewed 
their ties with Egypt as 
being “good” or “very 
good,” as opposed to only 
77 per cent with Jordan. 

(Continued on page 3) 


Netanyahu 
plans 6-8 
per cent 
W. Bank 
pullout — 
television 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
plans to conduct a troop 
withdrawal from only six 
to eight per cent of the 
West Bank, Israeli televi- 
sion said Tuesday, citing 
political sources. 

Mr. Netanyahu met 
Tuesday with U.S. Mid- 
dle East envoy Dennis 
Ross to discuss moves to 
rerive the deadlocked 
peace process, amid U.S. 
efforts to push a package 
deal which calls for a 
larger handover of West 
Bank lands to the Pales- 
tinians. 

Israeli television said 
Mr. Netanyahu was 
forced to reduce plans for 
a larger troop pullback 
after the resignation of 
his foreign minister, 
David Levy, which gave 
hardline nationalists a 
stronger voice in his 
coalition. 

The National Religious 
Party, which holds nine 
seats in the coalition — 
now reduced to a majori- 
ty of 61 in the 120-mera- 
ber parliament — threat- 
ened Tuesday to vote 
against the government if 
it proposes a larger West 
Bank handover. 

The United States has 
called for a “significant 
and credible” troop pull- 
out and had reportedly 
insisted Mr. Netanyahu 
hand over at least 10 per 
cent of the West Bank to 
Palestinian control. 



Palestinian President Yasser Arafat and U.S. envoy Dennis Ross shake hands at the 
beginning of their meeting held at the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem Tuesday. In 
top level meetings Tuesday, U.S. envoy Ross sought a promise from Israel to withdraw 
troops from a large area of the West Bank and a pledge from Palestinians to fight 
Islamists (AP photo) 

Ross, faced with harder Israeli 
line, meets Netanyahu, Arafat 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — U.S. 
Middle East envoy Dennis 
Ross met Tuesday with 
Israeli and Palestinian lead- 
ers, but faced an Israeli 
government which is more 
dominated than ever by 
ultra-nationalists opposed 
to U.S. plans for breaking 
the peace process deadlock. 

Mr. Ross met Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu in Jerusalem, 
then went to the West Bank 
town of Bethlehem for talks 
with Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat, pushing a 
U.S. package deal to bring 
the two sides into negotia- 
tions for a final peace 
accord. 

But U.S. efforts to win a 
key plank of the deal, an 
Israeli troop withdrawal in 
the West Bank, have been 
complicated by the resigna- 
tion of Israeli Foreign Min- 
ister David Levy, seen as a 
key moderate in Mr. 
Netanyahu’s coalition. 

With Mr. Levy’s depar- 
ture, Mr. Netanyahu’s 


coalition — now with a 
razor thin majority of 61 in 
the 120-seat parliament — 
is more dependent than ever 
on hardliners opposed to 
new concessions to the 
Palestinians. 

Mr. Netanyahu insisted 
his government would pur- 
sue the peace process 
despite Mr. Levy's depar- 
ture. 

“This government was 
elected to advance the 
peace process and advance 
it with Palestinian compli- 
ance to the obligations the 
United States has given us," 
Mr. Netanyahu said as he 


entered talks with Mr. Ross. 

Mr. Ross seeks to nail 
down some progress on the 
troop withdrawal and on a 
security accord which is the 
other part of the U.S. pack- 
age deal before Mr. 
Netanyahu and Mr. Arafat 
meet U.S. President Bill 
Clinton in Washington Jan. 
20 and 22. 

But Israeli television said 
Mr. Neranyahu, forced by 
the new balance of power in 
his coalition, plans a far 
smaller troop withdrawal 
from the West Bank than 

(Continued on page 3) 


Peres denies he was offered FM post 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel army radio said Tuesday that 
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu has offered the post 
of foreign minister to elder statesman Shimon Peres. Mr. 
Peres denied he received such an offer in the wake of For- 
eign Minister David Levy’s resignation Sunday- Mr. Peres, 
a former prime minister from the centre-left Labour Party, 
also denied he planned to set up a new centrist party, along 
with Mr. Levy and Tel Aviv Mayor Roni Milo, both from 
Mr. Netanyahu's ruling Likud Party. 


U.N. chief approves Iraq aid plan 
giving green light for oil exports 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— The U.N. chief has 
approved a p/an detailing 
the distribution of aid in 
Iraq, clearing the way foF 
the resumption of Iraqi oil 
exports, a U.N. spokesman 
announced Tuesday. 

The spokesman said that 
U.N. Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan “last evening 
approved the distribution 
plan, and he informed the 
U.N. Security Council 
president and Iraq” in writ- 
ing. 

Iraq, which suspended oil 
expons on Dec. 5 to protest 
delivery delays of food and 
medicine under an oil-for- 
food accord, is ready to 
start pumping again in a 
“couple of days,” Iraqi Oil 
Minister Amer Rashid said 
earlier Tuesday. 

Iraq had linked the 
resumption of oil sales to 
Annan's approval of the 
new distribution plan for 
the third six-month phase 
of the scheme. 

Oil prices have slumped 
to their lowest level since 
October 1995, partly in 


anticipation of the Iraqi oil 
sales resuming after the 
moncft-/ong break. 

The programme permits 
Iraq to sell up to S2 billion 
of oil every six months to 
buy food and 1 medicine to 
ease the impact of U.N. 
trade sanctions ordered 
after the 1990 Iraqi inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

But the U.N.-controlled 
funds are also used to 
defray the costs of U.N. 
weapons inspectors and to 
pay compensation for the 
Kuwait invasion. 

Each phase requires a 
new distribution plan to be 
agreed between the United 
Nations and Iraqi authori- 
ties which submitted 1,000 
pages of annexes to the 
plan last week. 

The latest plan provides 
for a total of $1.3 billion to 
be made available for the 
humanitarian requirements 
of the Iraqi people over the 
next six months. 

Western diplomats say 
that the scheme, renewed 
by the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil on Dec. 4, is likelv to be 


enhanced soon based on 
the conclusions of a new 
report by Mr. Annan 
expected by the end of the 
mouth. 

Humanitarian agencies 
are alarmed at rising mal- 
nutrition in Iraq caused by 
the sanctions regime, and 
say that the levels in the 
oii-for-food deal are insuf- 
ficient. 

Baghdad officially 
blames the United States 
for holding up approval of 
badly-needed items in the 
U.N. Sanctions Committee. 

However, Mr. Annan said 
in his last report to the U.N. 
Security Council on imple- 
mentation of the scheme, 
which first came into force 
in December 1996, that a 
combination of factors was 
to blame for the delays. 

Iraq had earlier suspend- 
ed its oil exports from June 
17 to Aug. 14 to protest the 
delays. 

The oil -for- food deal 
arrangement is an exemp- 
tion to che U.N. sanctions, 
which can only be lifted 
when Baghdad complies 


with U.N. disarmament 
requirements in line with 
U.N. resolutions adopted 
after the 1991 Gulf war. 

In London on Tuesday. 
Brent North Sea crude for 
delivery in February traded 
at $15.85 per barrel. Prices 
had closed at $15.79 per 
barrel on Monday, which 
was the lowest level since 
October 1995. 

An oil analyst at Salomon 
Smith Barney trading 
house, Peter Gignoux. said 
that “as the price falls. Iraq 
can sell a greater volume of 
oil to receive one billion 
dollars” per quarter, in line 
with the U.N. arrangement. 

The analyst explained 
that the market was wor- 
ried that “the pace of daily 
exports from Baghdad will 
be extremely strong, at 
about 1.2 million barrels 
per day.” 

Mr. Rashid said that 
increasing exports to over- 
come the shortfall caused 
by the oil export suspen- 
sion “should not constitute 
any problem" for Iraq. 


Arafat 
preparing 
cabinet 
shake up, 
says senior 
official 


RAM ALLAH (AFP) — 
Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat is preparing a 
cabinet shake-up demand- 
ed by the legislative coun- 
cil, one of his senior advis- 
ers said Tuesday. 

“Arafai has received the 
resignation of his ministers 
and is in the process of 
conducting a change in the 
cabinet,” presidential sec- 
retary Tayeb Abdul Rahim 
told the legislative council 
in the West Bank town of 
Ramallah. 

The 88-member council 
dropped last week a threat 
to call a vote of no-confi- 
dence in President Arafat’s 
government to protest at 
his failure to conduct the 
shake up which it demand- 
ed last August. 

Mr. Arafat silenced the 
threats by meeting with 
council members and 
assuring them that he 
would change his govern- 
ment and sign bills which 
the council has submitted 
to him for approval but 
have long been ignored. 

Most of President 
Arafat's cabinet. 16 out of 
22 ministers, submitted a 
mass resignation in August 
when the council demand- 
ed it be sacked over report- 
ed widespread corruption 
and mismanagement in the 
Palestinian ministries. 

Many council members 
have complained that Mr. 
Arafat's administration has 
ignored the body, created 
in January 1996 to create 
laws for the Palestinian 
National Authority, point- 
ing to the fact that Presi- 
dent Arafat has yet to sign 
into law a single council 
resolution. 

Mr. Abdul Rahim said 
Tuesday that the unsigned 
bills “are being looked at 
and will be signed.” 

Council President Ahmad 
Qoureia called Mr. Abdul 
Rahim’s promises Tuesday 
“an important step and a 
clear message showing the 
council has the right to 
issue laws.” 


Around 200 people killed 
in latest Algerian violence 


ALGIERS (AP) — Armed 
attackers swept thfqugh ’four 
villages and towns'- around 
Algiers, killing about 200 
people in a fresh bout of 
slaughter in the north African 
nation’s nearly six-year 
Islamist insurgency, newspa- 
pers reported Tuesday. 

Hospital officials, who 
spoke on condition of 
anonymity out of tear of 
reprisals, said four small girls 
were killed in the region of 
Ain Defla, 120 kilometres 
southwest of Algiers, and that 
their mother was kidnapped. 

The Ain Defla region has 
been one of the most troubled 
during the insurgency follow- 
ing a massacre in 1992 
blamed on the Armed Islamic 
Group (GIA), a radical 
Islamist organisation. Most of 
the residents in rural areas 
have fled the area. 

Since the insurgency began 
at least 200 girls and young 
women are believed to have 
been kidnapped by Islamists. 
Many have subsequently been 
found dead, often several 
months pregnane However, 
such reports cannot be inde- 
pendently verified. 

The French-language daily 
La Tribune reported that 1 17 
villagers were killed early 
Sunday in the small village of 
Meknassa in the Relizane 
region in western Algeria. 

Relizane was the scene of a 
brutal massacre last Tuesday, 
the first day of the Muslim 
Holy Month of Ramadan, 


when armed marauders 
slaughtered more than 400 
people in four villages in the 
area. . \ 

According to La Tribune, 
the neighbouring town of 
Cbekala was attacked the 
same night and totally 
destroyed, probably by explo- 
sives. The newspaper did not 
indicate the number of vic- 
tims in the attack. 

Another newspaper, L’Au- 
thendque. which is consid- 
ered close to the Algerian 
government, said 28 people 
were killed in an isolated 
hamlet in the mountainous 
region of Souk Al Had. not far 
from Relizane. The attackers 
burned the bodies of their vic- 
tims. 

However, the Le Matin 
daily quoted hospital sources 
as saying that 80 people died 
in the Souk Al Had attack. but 
added that security forces had 
not confirmed the figure. 

For most attacks in Algeria, 
it is impossible to obtain inde- 
pendent verification of the 
number of victims in attacks. 

Since the insurgency began, 
an estimated 75,000 people 
have died. 

Travellers arriving in the 
capital Tuesday said a taxi dri- 
ver and his three passengers 
were killed by gunfire in the 
region of M’sila. 170 kilome- 
tres southeast of Algiers. Such 
attacks on cars are frequent 

Armed marauders slaugh- 
tered more than 400 people in 
coordinated attacks on four 


villages near the western town 
of Relizane last Tuesday. 
Dozens of people have been 
killed since in attacks around 
the country. 

On Monday, witnesses and 
moigue officials had reported 
another 22 killed 

The insurgency began after 
the Algerian military can- 
celled a 1992 legislative elec- 
tion run-off that Islamist par- 
ties were poised to win. 

The violence has claimed 
some 75,000 lives, and gov- 
ernment security forces have 
been unable to stop iL 

Algeria's frequent bomb- 
ings and bloody massacres 
most often are blamed on 
Islamists who want to over- 
throw the military-backed 
secular government and cre- 
ate a state based on Koranic 
law. 

On Monday, french foreign 
ministry spokesman Yves 
Doutriaux. at a daily news 
briefing, commented on the 
Relizane massacre by saying 
“the work of all governments 
is to permit its citizens to five 
in peace and security.” 

France also voiced support 
for a German proposal that 
the European Union leader- 
ship consider ways of helping 
to end the violence in Algeria, 
which has claimed an estimat- 
ed 75.000 fives since the 
insurgency began in January 
1992 (see story on page 12) 



Citizens of Daira de Ramika, near Relizane, 180 miles west of Algiers, hold their rifles 
for self-defence in front of their town hall Monday. Daira de Ramika is one of the four 
villages which were the scene of a brutal massacre one week ago, on the first dav of 
Ramadan, when armed marauders killed more than 400 people (AP Photo) 3 
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Palestinian National Authority angry 
over ‘60 Minutes’ show on corruption 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Angry over a "60 
Minutes'' show about 
human rights abuses and 
government corruption, an 
adviser to Palestinian Pres- 
ident Yasser Arafat told 
CBS Television crews they 
will no longer have free 
access to cover events and 
interview Palestinian offi- 
cials. 

However, the Palestinian 
information ministry said 
the adviser was expressing 
his own views and that the 
Palestinian National 

Authority (PNA) had made 


no such decision. 

In a front-page article 
Tuesday in the Palestinian 
newspaper A1 Quds, Presi- 
dent Arafat adviser Bassam 
Abu Sharif accused CBS' 
“60 Minutes'* of intention- 
ally setting out to damage 
the image of the PNA and 
the Palestinian people. 

"I am sorry that some 
irresponsible Palestinians 
took pan in the pro- 
gramme,” Mr. Abu Sharif 
said. 

Dan Mogulof, head of the 
CBS bureau in Tel Aviv, 
said CBS was taking the 


complaint “very seriously” 
and was discussing the 
matter with Palestinian 
officials. 

However, the Palestinian 
information ministry dis- 
avowed Mr. Abu Sharif’s 
letter. “It’s not true that the 
Palestinian Authority has 
taken action against CBS." 
the ministry, which accred- 
its foreign journalists, said 
in a statement. 

“This issue wasn't dis- 
cussed in the Palestinian 
cabinet or any other meet- 
ing. Bassam Abu Sharif has 
no authority to take such 


decisions, and all that was 
published about a decision 
and letters sent to the CBS 
is nonsense.” 

Palestinian sources said 
Mr. Abu Sharif had little 
influence in the govern- 
ment and appeared to be 
acting on his own. 

The “60 Minutes" report, 
which aired Dec. 7. was by 
New York-based corre- 
spondent Ed Bradley. Enti- 
tled “Brother vs Brother,” 
the segment largely 
focused on allegations of 
human rights violations, 
including tenure, by the 


PNA. 

It also said that prices for 
such items as cigarettes, 
cement, flour and gasoline 
had risen because the prod- 
ucts were controlled by 
monopolies controlled by 
the PNA. 

The New York Times on 
Tuesday quoted “60 Min- 
utes" executive producer 
Don Hewitt as saying the 
show had attempted to pur- 
sue a claim by Mr. Abu 
Sharif that Israel was 
involved in the corruption, 
but found no evidence to 
support it. 


Sudan’s Islamist leader slams 
parties, but predicts their return 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Sudan's Islamist leader Has- 
san Abdullah A1 Turabi has 
lashed out at the country’s 
outlawed political parties, but 
at the same time predicted that 
parties will be reestablished. 

Mr. Turabi, the speaker of 
parliament and the religious 
power behind the military 
junta in Khartoum, launched a 
ferocious attack on “sectari- 
an” parties in the maiden issue 
of a new paper, AI Usbou 
(The Week), published on 
Tuesday. 

He accused parties banned 
by the junta, which seized 
power in a June 1989 coup 
against an elected civilian 
government, of “disintegrat- 
ing the country and squander- 
ing its eneigies 

Mr. Turabi also criticised, 
but did not name, those he 
called partisan opponents of 
the government, describing 
them as “agents” of the Unit- 
ed States, which in his view, 
“moves them at its will.” 

“Some Sudanese were mas- 
ters of our people and have 
now become servants, not of 
.Allah, but of others who 
intend to strike at Sudan.” Mr. 
Turabi said, in reference to 
ousted Prime Minister Sadeq 
AJ Mahdi, leader of the 
Uinma Party, and Moham- 
mad Osman Al Mirehani of 
the Democratic Unionist 


Party (DUP). 

Many opposition leaders 
have gone into exile, largely 
in neighbouring Egypt or 
Eritrea, and have formed an 
alliance with rebels of the 
Sudan People's Liberation 
Army (SPLA) who have been 
fighting for nearly 15 years to 
end Islamist domination of 
the mainly Christian and ani- 
mist south of Africa's largest 
country. 

Ml Turabi insisted that he 
remained a “Unitarian" and an 
advocate of a single-party sys- 
tem. “1 am a Unitarian calling 
for unity of the Sudanese peo- 
ple, using the tongue rather 
than the spear, as our faith 
tells us that our God is one, 
our party is one and our path 
to God is one." 

But he confirmed that con- 
tacts were currently being 
conducted with political 
opponents inside and outside 
Sudan and that mediators, 
who were “mostly Sudanese," 
Tiave been engaged in shuttle ' 
diplomacy. 

‘The government is com- 
mitted to carrying on with dia- 
logue. although some intend 
to disconnect this dialogue 
and take power by force.” Mr. 
Turabi said without elaborat- 
ing. 

Mr. Mahdi’s Umma Party is 
based around the Ansar sect, 
whose name means support- 


ers of Mohammad Ahmad Al 
Mahdi who set up an Islamist 
state in Sudan in the late 19th 
century. Mr. Mirghani’s DUP 
has its backing in the Khet- 
miya religious movement 

Their own coalition period 
in power saw ongoing strife 
with rebels who are seeking a 
secular Sudan and much 
greater autonomy for the 
south. 

Mr. Turabi's attack on 
Washington came after U.S. 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright in December held 
unprecedented talks in Ugan- 
da with the Sudanese opposi- 
tion, meeting SPLA chief 
Colonel John Garang. and 
three other leaders in the 
opposition National Democ- 
ratic Alliance (NDA), which 
linked up with him in 1995. 

On Western estimates, the 
conflict has directly or indi- 
rectly claimed at least a mil- 
lion lives and displaced many 
scores of thousands of people. 

Despite his opposition to 
multi-party politics, Mr. Tura- 
bi. who leads the National 
Islamic Front — banned 
along with all other move- 
ments and trade unions alter 
the 1989 coup — said the cur- 
rent efforts for reconciliation 
“will lead to political multi- 
plicity that may be a form of 
parties in one way or anoth- 
er” 


Mordechai: Beirut must control 
south Lebanon before pullback 


BINT JBEIL (AFP) — 
Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai called 
on Beirut Tuesday to exer- 
cise control over south 
Lebanon as a condition for 
an Israeli pullback there. 

“We are ready to apply 
resolution 425 of the [U.N.l 
Security Council [on Israeli 
withdrawal] on condition 
that the Lebanese govern- 
ment. supported by its 
army, exercises control 
over south Lebanon," Mr. 


Mordechai told journalists 
here. 

Mr. Mordechai spoke dur- 
ing a tour of Israel's self- 
declared security zone in 
southern Lebanon Tuesday. 

Israel on Sunday for the 
first time publicly accepted 
U.N. resolution 425. which 
was adopted in 1978 and 
calls for Israeli withdrawal 
from south Lebanon. But it 
insisted any pullout must be 
accompanied by security 
guarantees. 


“Israel is- ready to accept 
Resolution 425* provided 
that it is possible to reach 
an agreement with Lebanon 
which will ensure the secu- 
rity procedures required by 
Israel." Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu 
said. 

Israel occupies a self- 
declared security zone in 
south Lebanon to protect its 
northern territory from 
attacks by anti-Israeli 
groups, led by HizboIIah. 


Top lawyer for 
Egyptian Islamists 
quits over violence 

CAIRO (AFP) — Muntasser Al Zayat. the prominent 
lawyer for Egyptian Islamist activists, on Tuesday said 
he would no longer defend Islamists because be had 
failed to achieve a bait to violence. 

T tried, with others, to halt the violence and the blood- 
shed [but] I failed in my mission and it is time I retire.” 
Mr. Zayat said in a statement 

“I have to freeze all ray public activities and retire 
from public activities." said Mr. Zayat, 43, who was 
arrested four times for links to Islamist activists. 

“I apologise to ray friends in Liman Tora prison for 
leaving them stranded in the middle of the road before 
they were able to reach their goal" to halt violence, he 
added. 

The six founding members of Egypt's key armed 
Islamist group. Gam an Islamiyah, in July issued a state- 
ment from their cells at Tora prison south of Cairo call- 
ing for a halt to violence. 

But Garaaa claimed responsibility for several subse- 
quent attacks, inducting the massacre of 58 tourists and 
four Egyptians outside a Pharaonic temple in Luxor on 
Nov. 17. 

Deep rifts have emerged between Jamaa leaders and 
Islamists in Egypt and abroad since the massacre. 

“Violence continues and the political situation in the 
country is complicated.'* said Mr. Zayat, who initially 
made the announcement at the military trial Monday of 
65 Gamaa members. 

Mr. Zayat said the trial would be his last defending 
armed Islamists, along with two other cases. 

‘The cause to which 1 devoted myself has become 
confused." he said. 

“For 20 years I have been caught in the crossfire of the 
government and the religious group." he added. 

Mr. Zayat was imprisoned from 1981 until 1984 fol- 
lowing a trial connected to the 19SI assassination of 
Egyptian President Anwar Sadat by members of Jihad. 
Egypt's second armed Islamist group. 

He was also jailed for seven months in 1994 for con- 
tacting Gamaa members abroad. 



The Iraqi guard of honour stand to attention, Tuesday in Najaf, south of Baghdad, 
during the 77th anniversary of Iraq's armed forces which have an estimated 387,500 
soldiers, according to the London-based International Institute for Strategic Studies 
(IISS). Iraqi Defence Minister General Sultan Hashem Ahmad said the armed forces 
were still 'capable of defending the country despite the blockade,' the U.N. embargo 
in force since the 1990 invasion of Kuwait (AFP photo) 

Iraq says it can instil horror’ 
in hearts of American soldiers 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraq 
lashed out al the United States 
and its allies Tuesday. 'boast- 
ing that its army “has the 
capability to iastil horror in 
the hearts of the armed forces 
of the United States. Israel 
and Turkey.” 

Those three nations are 
planning to jointly practise 
search and rescue missions in 
the Mediterranean Wednes- 
day. 

Arab states have criticised 
the joint manoeu vres as harm- 
ful to the Middle East peace 
process. 


“Our army has boosted - its 
fighting potential and has the 
capability to instil homor in 
the hearts of the armed forces 
of the United States. Israel 
and Turkey." the Babel news- 
paper said in a front-page edi- 
torial. 

The Al Iraq newspaper 
warned Turkey not to fall into 
what it called a “Zionist trap" 
aimed at drawing Turkey 
away from Arab states. 

Iraq’s relations with neigh- 
bouring Turkey have been 
strained. Turkey sent thou- 
sands of troops into northern 


Iraq in 1996 anff again in 
1997 in pursuit of Kurdish, 
rebels fighting for autonomy 
in southern Turkey. 

Also Tuesday. President 
Saddam praised the army in a 
speech that was noteworthy 
for whar it did not include — 
criticism of the United Stales 
or Iraq's strained relations 
with the United Nations. 

President Saddam spoke for 
only 18 minutes, an unusually 
short time for the Iraqi leader. 

The speech was given to 
mark the 77th anniversary ol 
the creation of the Iraqi array. 


Israel says anti-missile missile project a year off track 

develop long-range missiles. 

Media reports from the 
U.S. .said Iran recently test 
fired an engine for a missile 
capable of reaching Israel 
and could deploy the weajvn 
within a year. 

Israel says the Tehran gov- 
ernment is developing chem- 
ical and biological warheads 
for its missiles. It also says 
Syria is building missiles 
able to reach far into Israel. 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel's 
bid to develop an anti-mis- 
sile missile to counter threats 
from Syria and Iran has fall- 
en more than a year behind 
schedule due to a fire al an 
arms factory and bureaucrat- 
ic wrangling, an official said 
Tuesday. 

Ephraim Sneh. chairman 
of a parliamentary subcom- 
mittee on defence affairs, 
said an investigation by his 


panel had found serious 
management errors sur- 
rounding the joint U.S.- 
Israeli programme to devel- 
op the Arrow ballistic missile 
interceptor. 

Mr. Sneh said a fire last 
April at the Israel Aircraft 
Industries (IAI) plant build- 
ing the Arrow set the project 
back six to nine months. 

“Grave defects'* in the 
plant’s design impeded the 


effectiveness of firefighting 
equipment ami tire Maze ulti- 
mately caused extensive 
damage costing nearly 530 
million, he said. 

Delays caused by the fire 
were compounded by a dis- 
pute between the finance 
ministry and IAI. the biggest 
state defence firm, said Mr. 
Sneh. a former general and a 
leading, member of the oppo- 
sition Labour Party. 


“The ministry of finance 
wanted to impose some 
changes on IAI and used 
financing of the Arrow pro- 
ject as leverage to obtain 
those changes." he fold Israel 
Radio. He said the wrangling 
caused an additional ~ six- 
month delay in development 
of the missile. 

News of the delay came 
amid growing Israeli concern 
with Iran's programme to 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773IJ1-I9 

PROGRAMME TWO 


14:10 Jonny Quest 

14:30 French Programmes 

16:15 Prayers^ 

16:30 Believe and Behave 

17:00 Border Town 

17:30 The Finder 

18:00 Neighbours 

18:30 News Headlines 

18:35 Step By Step 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Ramadan Talks 

19:35 Nature of Healing 

20:00 .The Upper Hand 

20:30 Challenges 

21:10 KungFu 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 A Woman of Indepen- 
dent Means 

23:15 Country Music 

23:59 ....Islam in a Changing World 

PRAYER TIMES 

05:10 Fajr 

06:32 (Sunrise)Duha 

11:42 Dhuhr 

14:28 ‘Asr 

16:51 Maghreb 

18:13 ‘Isha 


CHURCHES 

St Mary Nazareth 
Church Swcifieh, Tel. 8 1 0740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 


Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Sanda Church Tel. 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 

Tel. 77 1331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Td. 
771751. 

Amman International 
Church Tel. 5516245 
Evangelical Lutheran 

Church Tel. 824328. 
German-speaking Evangeli- 
cal Congregation Tel. 688404 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene TeL 

675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. SI 1295 
English-speaking Latin 
Catholics Parish Tel. 614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Deportment of Meteorology 
Skies will be cloudy to partly 
cloudy with a hance of occa- 
sional showers, particularly 
over mountainous areas, and 
winds westerly moderate. In 
Aqaba, skies will be partly 
cloudy, winds northerly mod- 
erate. and seas calm. 


Amman 06/13 

Aqaba 09/20 

Deserts .. 05/14 

Jordan Valley _....] 0/1 9 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 1 3. Aqaba 20 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 90 per 
cent. Aqaba 35 per cent. 

USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 


Dr. Bassam Karadsheh 4389200 


Dr. Ramzi Mazzawi ...894788 

Dr. Salman Daboabi 776751 

Dr. KbalidAbdo 657129 

Firas pharmacy 661 9 1 2 

Ferdows pharmacy ...890280 
Al Asema pharmacy 637055 


Al Salam pharmacy ..636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 


Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ghazi Ta'amneh ...250080 

Al Quds pharmacy i — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Samir Al Lawzi 989601 

Khalifeh pharmacy ...985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre .6371 1 1 
Civil Defence Department 
6611 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate 


Rescue 63034 1 

Civil Defence Emergency 1 99 
Rescue Police 192, 6211 1 1. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775 12 J 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Secnritv Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdati Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 6S0100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 


813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity, 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
642362 

Malhas. J. Amman ....636140 
Palestine. Shmeisani 607071 
Shmeisani Hospital 669131 
University Hospital 845845 
Al-Muasher Hospita!667227/9 
The Islamic. Abdali 666 1 26/37 

AI-Ahli. A bdali 664 1 64/6 

Italian. AMVluhajreen777 1 0 1 /3 

Al-Bashir. 775111/26 

Army, Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ..865199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 
(09)900560 

Rm Sina Hospital(09 >986732 
Al Hikma Modern Hospital 
( 09)990990 
IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 
(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02) 247100 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03) 314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation dcpartmeni al (he 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Td. (44)53200 where il 
should always be verified. 

In format ion on other flights 
are supplied on phone 44 
(52700) or 44(53250). 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights » 

07:45 Lamaca. Damascus (RJ) 

08:35 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:50 Dubai, Abu Dhahi i RJ > 
10:15 Kuala Lumpur. Jakarta. 
Abu Dhabi faddl(RJ) 

15:00 New York. Amsterdam (RJ i 


f fi; 50 Istanbul (RJ) 

Jeddah (add) (RJ i 

17:45 Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

17:50 Frankfurt. Vienna i RJ) 

*0:10 RomciRJt 

18:10 London. Berlin (RJ) 

18:45 Paris. Brussels (RJj 

23:10 Beirut (RJ) 

M: 05 .Cairo i RJ) 

05:50 Riyadh (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

05:50 Bucharest (RO) 

09:30 Cairn (MS) 


09:30 A! ’Arish 

(Marka Airport) (PF> 

10:15 Doha. Al Hudaidah (JY) 

10:30 Jeddah (SV) 

10:50 Kuwait (KU) 

13:10 Tunis i TU) 

13:25 Doha. Abu Dhabi (GF) 

13:50 Tel Aviv (LYj 

13:05 Vienna (OS) 

15:30 —Algiers (AH) 

16:05 Karachi. Abu Dhabi t PK) 

2«:10 Beirut (MEi 

21:10 ...Paris, Damascus (AF) 

-3:30 Athens (OA) 

23:15 London (BA) 

23:30 ....London. Beirut (BA) 
23:35 Amsterdam < KLi 

Royal Wings (RW) 

07:45 Aqaba (RW) 

09:05 ..Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
09:50 Amman (Marka Air- 
port) |RW) 

17:20 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

18:30 ..Amman (QAIA) (RWl 

2L20 Aqaba (RW) 

22:50 Amman (Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

departures 

08:25 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

09:45 Romc(RJ) 

10:40 Berlin, London (RJ) 

11:00 Istanbul (RJj 

12 : 15 ....'.Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

19:30 Colombo (RJ) 

*9:35 Beirut (RJ) 

20:05 ..Riyadh, Dhahran (RJ) 


20:10 Cairo (Rti '■ 

20:15 Bombay (RJ):' 

20:15 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) i 

20:30 New Delhi (RJ> | 

21:00 Calcutta. Bangkok (RJ) j 

21:15 Dubai. Muscat (RJl 1 

22:45 Sanaa (RJ) ; 

00:40 Riyadh (add) fWJ j 


Other Flights 


00:35 Amsterdam (KU ! 

01:55 Bucharest (R0l • 

06:35 Lamaca iCYl ! 

08:00 Beirut (ME) i 

08:25 London (BA i . 

10:30 Cairo (MSI | 

10:30 Al 'Arish (Marka | 

Airport (PF) 

11:15 Al Hudaidah. Aden (fi 1 ; 

12:00 Kuwait (KU) ; 

12:00 Jeddah ; 

14:10 .Tunis (Tl ! ‘ 

14:20 Shariqah (AH» j 

15:15 ..Bahrain, Muscat (GFn 

15:10 Tel Aviv (LYIj 

15:30 Doha (Q pl I 

15:50 .....Vienna (OSi ■ 

19 JO Abu Dhabi. Karachi (Pk* ; 


23:55 ..Damascus. Pans (Af*l j 

Royal Wings (RW) j 

06:45 Amman (Marks An - i 


.Aqaba (R^j 

noian (QAIA) ! 

miman (Marka A*';' 

.Tel Aviv (R*') f 
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SOUVENIR FROM AMMAN: Ramadan Haj, right, the owner of a famous kafivya stall downtown, Tuesday helps 
a tourist fit a new kafiyya (Photo by Yousef Allan) 


Over 200 car accidents 
attributed to heavy fog 


Sajaf. Nt»u* h «»t 
a\e an r-tiniaird 
lute fur Stralegcsni 
lad said ihi amid 1^3 
;kude.‘ she L.Ytmhir- 


AMMAN (J.T.) — More 
than 200 automobile acci- 
dents in Amman Tuesday 
were caused by heavy fog 
that greatly reduced visi- 
bility, Jordan Television 
reported. 

At least five people were 
injured, the media said. 
Heavy cloud cover and fog 
also were reported ai 
Queen Alia Airport, but 
there were no delays in 
flights, airport officials 
said. 

Meanwhile, the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Tuesday forecast more 


scattered showers for 
today, with cloudy to part- 
ly cloudy skies and fog 
formation on hilly regions, 
including Amman. 

A department official 
said temperatures will 
reach a maximum of 12 
degrees Celsius during the 
day and will drop to six at 
night. 

In another development, 
the Jordan Valley Authori- 
ty (JVA) reported that the 
recent rains increased the 
amount of water stored 
behind the country’s dams, 
which altogether now hold 


nearly 83.364 million 
cubic metres (MCM) of 
water, accounting for 52.1 
per cent of the total capac- 
ity. 

The JVA said the King 
Tala! Dam. the largest in 
the country, now holds 55 
MCM, the Wadi Al Arab 
Dam holds 10 MCM. 
Karameh. 14 MCM. 
Sharhabeel. 2.5 MCM, 
Wadi Shu’eib. almost I 
MCM. and Kafrein. 0.914 
MCM. 

Last week the dams held 
only 74 MCM. 


Ministry announces vocational 
training statistics, enrollment goals 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Education last 
year enrolled 43.2 per cent 
of all m-aie and 22.42 per 
cent of all female public 
school students in its voca- 
tional training courses and 
hopes to meet its target of 
50 and 35 per cent respec- 
tive enrollment by the year 
2000, according to the 
director of the ministry’s 
Vocational Training 

Department. 

Mustafa Obeid Tuesday 
said the ministry has 
increased the total number 
of vocational training spe- 
cialisations to 44. thus giv- 
ing the students a wide 
variety from which to 
choose. 

■ Mr. Obeid said his 
department this year hopes 
to open the door for sru- 


WHAT’S 

GOING 

ON 


FILM 

* Children’s film “The 
Adventures of Spot 
Sooty & Co. (Splashing 
Out)” at the British 
Council, Jabal Amman at 
5:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Exhibition of writing 
arabesque, miniature on 
silk by Hatouf Hijazi 
Tabba’a, at the Jordan 
Arts and Crafts Centre. 
Jabal Amman, 2nd Circle 
(Tel: 647S58) until Jan. 
15. 

* Works by about a 
hundred artists from Iraq, 
Syria, Sudan, Lebanon 
and Jordan at Hamourabi 
i Art Gallery, Gardens 
Street, until Feb. 20 (Tel. 
5536098). 

* Works by conrempo- 
i rary Arab artists al Darat 
A] Funun, JabaJ Weib- 
deta. 


dents training in a certain 
trade to shift to another 
freely, and to ensure that 
students who take voca- 
tional training courses at 
the secondary' level are able 
to continue higher studies 
at the university level. 

The department’s main 
target is to ensure that the 
training offered meets the 
needs of the local labour 
market, he said. The 
department is continually 
cooperating with local 
businesses to determine 
needed specialisations, he 
added. 

In the past year, the min- 
istry transformed 13 sec- 
ondary academic schools 
into comprehensive 

schools offering both acad- 
emic and vocational train- 
ing. and opened four new 


comprehensive schools, 
according to Mr. Obeid. 

The ministry has made 
plans to construct another 
31 comprehensive schools, 
which are to be financed 
through a loan from the 
World Bank, he said, 
adding that the loan will 
also be used to expand 
vocational facilities in 12 
existing schools. 

According to Mr. Obeid. 
the department now coop- 
erates with 257 public and 
private organisations to 
exchange expertise and 
views in trade-related 
fields. 

The vocational schools 
have produced hundreds of 
thousands of dinars worth 
of furniture ordered by the 
Ministry of Education, he 
said. 


Writers association to hold 
elections for new president, 
board on Thursday 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Jordan Writers Associa- 
tion (JWA) Thursday will 
hold elections to choose a 
new president and an 
eight-member board tor 
the next two years. 

The presidency is being 
contested by six candi- 
dates: Mohammad MasaJ- 
ha. Hani Kheir, Moham- 
mad Sufeh. Zakariya 
Siyam. Yousef Ghazu. 
and the incumbent presi- 
dent Hani Amad. 

According to Mr. Amad, 
a total of 29 writers are 
running for board mem- 
bership. but no blocs have 
“been formed yet. 

The new board vvill have 
to deal with important 
issues, such as hosting a 


meeting by the Arab Writ- 
ers Association, he added. 

He said the new board 
of the JWA. which was 
founded in 1987. will 
have to cull for a general 
assembly meeting to form 
a special society to deal 
with JWA housing issues. 

Mr. Amad noted that the 
government recently 
donated a plot of land in 
the Shafa Badran district 
near Amman so that the 
JWA may build homes for 
its members. 

According to Mr. Amad, 
165 out of a total of 200 
JWA members have paid 
their dues and are thus 
entitled to take part in the 
election. 


Jordan Times Fax 
696183 


Norwegian 

foreign 

minister 

concludes 

visit 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Nor- 
wegian Foreign Minister 
Knur Vollebaek Tuesday 
concluded a three-day 
official visit to the King- 
dom. during which he 
held talks with His 
Majesty King Hussein 
and reviewed bilateral 
relations as well as the 
faltering peace' process^ 

HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan Monday held talks 
with Mr. Vollebaek on the 
latest developments in the 
peace process and the 
means of overcoming the 
obstacles facing it. 

Prince Hassan and Mr. 
Vollebaek underscored 
the need to exert all possi- 
ble efforts lo put the 
process back on track to 
move towards a lasting 
and comprehensive peace 
in the region. 

Mr. Vollebaek reiterated 
his country’s support for 
the establishment of a 
just, comprehensive, and 
lasting peace in the Mid- 
dle East. 

A number of Norwegian 
companies are currently 
carrying out feasibility 
studies for launching joint 
investments in Jordan 
with a capital of S600 
million, he said. 

He also emphasised the 
need for clearing land- 
mines, which he said 
endanger people. 


‘No arrests have been made’ in 
attack against Iraqi diplomat 


By Tareq Ay you b 

Special lo the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment Tuesday said no 
arrests have been made in 
connection with the armed 
attack against an Iraqi 
diplomat in Amman earlier 
this week. 

Acting Minister of Slate 
tor Information Affairs 
Nasser Lawzi told 
reporters that police were 
still looking into Satur- 
day’s attack on Rahim 
Taher. the commercial 
attache at the Iraqi 
embassy in Jordan since 
1995. 

“The investigation and 
search procedures by the 
concerned authorities to 
determine the identity of 


those responsible for the 
attack are still under way." 
he said after the regular 
Cabinet session. 

“No arrests have been 
made.” Mr. Lawzi said, 
adding that the investiga- 
tion was still “in its prima- 
ry stages.” 

Mr." Taher escaped 
unharmed after a gunman 
with a silencer-equipped 
pistol fired a single shot 
from a passing purple- 
coloured Hyundai rental 
cur. 

Though Jordan has 
insisted on dealing with 
the attack as “an ordinary 
security incident.” Nouri 
L weiss. Iraqi ambassador 
to Jordan, has termed it an 
“assassination attempt. ” 

Mr. Lweiss blamed the 


arrack on “elements rhnr 
wanted to disturb Iraq's 
relationship with Jordan.*' 
He declined to give further 
details. 

The attack against Mr. 
Taher. 45, came several 
weeks after Baghdad’s 
execution of four Jordani- 
ans far smuggling spare 
auto parts out of Iraq. 

Jordan strongly con- 
demned the executions, 
saying they dealt a heavy 
blow to bilateral ties that 
had improved slightly after 
hitting their low in August 
1 995, when Jordan granted 
asylum to top Baghdad 
defectors. 

Jordan expelled seven 
Iraqi diplomats and 
recalled its charge d’af- 
faires from Bashdad in 


retaliation for the execu- 
tion. 

But days after the assas- 
sination. both countries 
appeared eager to mend 
fences. 

Iraq. Jordan’s sole oil 
supplier, agreed to provide 
the Kingdom with 96.000 
barrels a" day in I99S under 
an annual protocol 
renewed last week. 

Both countries also 

exchanged lists of the 
other's nationals being 

held prisoner and agreed to 
discuss other issues linked 
to bilateral security coop- 
eration. 

According to the lists. 
Jordan has 121 Iraqi 

detainees and prisoners, 
while Iraq has 69 Jordan- 
ian prisoners. 


Relations with Arab states should not suffer 
from decision to attend exercises — Lawzi 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan’s 
relations with other Arab 
nations should not be 
adversely affected by the 
decision to attend the U.S.- 
Isracli -Turkish naval exer- 
cises. since the Kingdom's 
role is limited to observing 
and not participating, the 
government said Tuesday. 

The government’s view 
was conveyed to the media 
by Acting Minister of State 
for Information Affairs 
Nasser Lawzi following a 
Cabinet meeting chaired by 
Prime Minisier Abdul 
Salam Majali. 

“The official Jordanian 
observer has already left 
Amman to attend the exer- 
cises,” said Mr. Lawzi, who 
expressed his belief that the 


issue has heen blown out of 
proportion. 

“The exercises arc 
restricted and limited to a 
period of three days. These 
are merely training exercis- 
es and not manoeuvres.” 
according to the minisier 

Foreign Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh Monday said Jor- 
dan took a sovereign deci- 
sion to attend the exercises, 
codenamcd Reliant Mer- 
maid, because "we read 
them as exercises for 
search and rescue opera- 
tions." 

In his statement to the 
press, Mr. Lawzi echoed 
Dr. Tarawneh’s statement, 
saying that "the other par- 
ties had no effect on Jor- 
dan's decision to attend as 


an observer as it was a sov- 
ereign decision. Jordan is 
not required to discuss this 
issue with any other party 
whose views may be differ- 
ent." 

Referring to the Cabinet 
meeting, Mr. Lawzi said 
the Council of Ministers 
endorsed the recent I99S 
Jordanian- Iraqi agreement 
on oil purchases and coop- 
eration in oil-related mat- 
ters. 

The Kingdom last week 
concluded a deal to pur- 
chase 4.8 million tonnes of 
Iraqi oil and oil products at 
a reduced price. 

Under the new agree- 
ment. Jordan vvill buy its 
crude oil in 1998 at $16.80 
per barrel, down from $ 


19.15 in 1997. Iraq will 
also give Jordan $300 mil- 
lion in oil supplies in pay- 
ment of an old debt, the 
same as in 1997. 

The Cabinei also 
endorsed a scientific coop- 
eration agreement with the 
Palestinian National 

Authority that was con- 
cluded near the end of last 
year. 

At the meeting, the Min- 
istry of Planning was 
named as Jordan’s coordi- 
nator and representative at 
meetings concerning the 
implementation of the Jor- 
danian-EU association 
agreement and meetings 
with the European Invest- 
ment Bank. 


Opposition urges government to recall 

, .ft'.. . - ..v r.: . r.: . 

observer from trilateral exercises 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The coun- 
try’s vocal Islamist-led 
opposition urged the gov- 
ernment Tuesday to with- 
draw Jordan’s “observer” 
from controversial mili- 
tary exercises by Israeli. 
Turkish, and American 
navies. 

The Kingdom’s decision 
to attend the exercises as 
an observer was against 
the will of Jordanians, a 
spokesperson for the 12- 
member coalition told a 
news conference. 

“We strongly denounce 
Jordan's participation in 
the manoeuvres.. .and 
demand that it be 
stopped,” Fou’ad Dabour. 
secretary' general of the 
Arab Ba’ath Progressive 
Party, told a news confer- 
ence, surrounded by his 
other colleagues in the 
coalition. 


"These manoeuvres are a 
threatening message 
directed by the three par- 
ties against all Arab and 
Muslim nations." he 
added. 

"Jordan's participation is 
neither justified nor 
accepted because the war 
games give moral, politi- 
cal. and military support to 
the Zionist entity.” 

The Monday to Friday 
exercises in the eastern 
Mediterranean. code- 
named Reliant Mermaid, 
have generated a chorus of 
criticism at home and 
abroad. 

The Arab League. Iran. 
Egypt. Syria, and Iraq 
have all condemned the 
exercises as posing a 
threat to the region. 

Israel and Turkey have 
dismissed such claims, 
saying that the exercises 
are being focused on 
search and rescue opera- 
tions. 


Jordan has defended its 
move, saying it had only 
sent an observer and was 
not taking part in the exer- 
cises. 

Jordanian Naval Forces 
Commander Rear Admiral 
Hussein Khusawneh is 
attending the search and 
rescue operations. 

The manoeuvres, organ- 
ised under a 1996 Israel- 
Turkey military coopera- 
tion agreement, involve 
ships, helicopters, and air- 
craft. Egypt turned down 
Turkey's invitation to 
attend the games as an 
observer. 

Mr. Dabour said the 
coalition, which includes 
the influential Islamic 
Action From (IAF). left- 
ists. and pan-Arab groups, 
had sent a letter to Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali denouncing Jor- 
dan’s decision. 

"We call upon the gov- 
ernment to...refrain from 


joining any anti-Arab or 
anti-Muslim military 
alliance,” he said. 

Many Lower House of 
Parliament members have 
dismissed as unacceptable 
the government’s justifica- 
tion for taking pan in the 
exercises. 

“We feel that there is no 
benefit whatsoever from 
Jordanian participation in 
the manoeuvres and it dis- 
turbs us as well." said 
Deputy Mohammad Oran, 
member of the Arab Land 
Party. “This is a new poli- 
cy that will take Jordan 
away from the Arab 
Nation and put it in a new 
Mediterranean alliance." 
he claimed. 

“The government’s 
explanation that it has sent 
an observer just to monitor 
what is happening is not 
acceptable to us and does 
not make sense. We hope 
this will not happen 
again.” 


Ross, faced with harder Israeli 
line, meets Netanyahu, Arafat 


80 per cent of Jordanians still 
believe Israel is enemy — poll 


(Continued from page 1) 

that demanded by the U.S. to 
jump starr peace talks. 

The U.S. package centres 
on what Washington is call- 
ing a “significant and credi- 
ble" (ruop withdrawal in 
exchange for a renewed 
Palestinian crackdown on 
armed anti-Israel activists to 
allow the two sides to enter 
accelerated final-status nego- 
tiations. 

The far-right National Reli- 
gious ParrylNRP). with nine 
seats in Mr. Netanyahu’s 
coalition, warned that it 
would oppose the govern- 
ment if it conducted a pull- 
back of the size sought by 
Washington. 

Meanwhile. settlers’ 
groups held demonstrations 
outside the Jerusalem Hotel 
where Mr. Ross was staying 
to protest U.S. pressure on 
Mr. Netanyahu to give 
ground. 

In a sign of (he new politi- 
cal atmospliere in Jsrael, 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordeehai. now seen as the 


main government moderate, 
skipped a planned meeting 
with Mr. Netanyahu to pre- 
pare for Mr. Ross’ visit earli- 
er Tuesday. 

"I didn’t go to the meeting 
because ! had previous 
engagements and my opin- 
ions are already known.” Mr. 
Mordeehai said 

Mr. Mordechai's absence 
left the way open for Infra- 
structure Minister Ariel 
Sharon to press his rival, 
more conservative plan for a 
troop withdrawal in the 
meeting with Mr. Netanyahu. 

Mr. Levy, meanwhile, who 
announced his resignation 
Sunday to protest Mr. 
Netanyahu’s social policies 
and tough stance towards the 
Palestinians, fired a barb at 
his former boss us he made 
his farewells to ministry staff 
Tuesday. 

"The Netanyahu govern- 
ment must decide on a dear 
path for the peace process.” 
Mr. Levy said, adding: “1 no 
longer had a place in a gov- 
ernment in which l had no 
influence,’’ he added. 


(Continued from page 1) 

Close to 40 per cent of 
the national sample in Jor- 
dan attributed perception 
of Israelis as the enemy to 
religious reasons (31.3 per 
cent from the refugee 
camps sample, and 24 per 
cent from the opinion 
leaders sample), while 

29.2 per cent said it was 
due “to lack of trust in 
dealings." said the poll. 

According to a poll car- 
ried out by CSS in August 
1994. following the sign- 
ing of the Washington 
Declaration between Jor- 
dan and Israel ending the 
46-year old state of war 
between the two countries, 

80.2 per cent of Jordani- 
ans then said they support- 
ed the signing of the dec- 
laration. 

The recent poll shows 
that 7S.9 per cent of the 
national sample think that 
Israelis still view Jordani- 
ans as enemies as well 
t.82.8 per cent of the 


refugee camp sample and 
77.5 per cent of the deci- 
sion makers sample). 

Within the opinion lead- 
ers sample. 59 per cent of 
Lower House and Senate 
members said that cement- 
ing Jordanian-Israeli ties 
would end the "Jordan is 
Palestine” conspiracy. 

The majority of colum- 
nists (71.6 per cent.) and 
political party leaders 
(73.3 per cent) within this 
sample, however, thought 
that the “Jordan is Pales- 
tine" conspiracy wrould 
noi be erased in Israeli 
thinking with the enhance- 
ment of Jordaniun-lsraeli 
ties. 

Describing Jordanian- 
Israeli relations, 47.3 per 
cent of the national sample 
said that ties between the 
two countries were 
“close.” The percentage of 
the refugee camps sample 
in this category substan- 
tially exceeded that of the 
opinion leaders (42.8 to 
31.9 per cent respective- 


ly). 

A litde over 15 per cent 
of the national sample said 
ties could be characterised 
as "bad." 12.1 per cent of 
refugee camp residents 
and 23.1 per cent of the 
opinion leaders. 

A mere 7.8 per cent of 
the national sample 
described the relationship 
between Jordan and Israel 
as “very close." 

Significantly. there 
seemed to be little dis- 
crepancy between various 
cities in Jordan with 
regards to attitudes 
towards Palestinian- Jor- 
danian ties. Cities heavily 
populated with Jordanians 
of Palestinian origin held 
markedly similar views to 
those overwhelmingly 
inhabited by east-bankers. 

Moreover, the opinion 
leaders samples consis- 
tently showed less opti- 
mism with regards to the 
peace process and Israel 
than refugee camp resi- 
dents. 
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Swedish police arrest 
over 300 neo-Nazis 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) — 
Swedish authorities wii) 
decide Tuesday what to do 
with 21 foreign neo-Nazis 
remanded in custody at the 
weekend when a rock con- 
cert .organised by “white 
supremacist" groups, 
' degenerated into violence 
resulting in more than 300 
arrests. 

“The prosecutor in charge 
of the case will look at three 
videos made by the neo- 
Nazis and will decide 
whether they can be used as 
evidence” Claes Cassel, 
spokesman for Stockholm 
police headquarters said 
Monday. 

The films show some of 
neo-Nazis making the fas- 
cist salute and shouting 
“Sieg Heir and making dis~ 
parasing remarks about eth- 
nic minorities. Swedish 
radio said. 

The police arrested 314 
young neo-Nazis after 
fighting broke out at the 
concert held Saturday night 
at Btortby in Roselagen dis- 
trict northeast of 
Stockholm. The concert 
was organised by neo-fas- 
cist groups reported to be 
close to the neo-Nazi organ- 
isation Nordland. 

The police swoop, which 
took in 32 foreigners as 
well as Swedes, was one of 
the biggest operations ever 
carried out in the Swedish 
capital. 

The majority of those 


detained were freed early 
Sunday, but 21 were still 
being held in custody for 
resisting arrest and propa- 
gating racial hatred, police 
sources said. 

Among those arrested 
were 32 foreigners; nine 
Germans. seven 

Norwegians. six 

Americans, six Finns, two 
Britons, one Czech and a 
Canadian. 

Of the 32 foreigners 
detained. 2 1 were remanded 
in custody because they had 
no fixed address in Sweden, 
Mr. Cassel said. Swedish 
judicial authorities said a 
decision would be made 
Tuesday about whether to 
keep the 21 in jail. 

The radio said that of the 
nearly 280 Swedes released 
after arrest, several are due 
to appear in court. But the 
Swedish news agency TT 
said magistrates wanted to 
deal first with the non-resi- 
dent foreigners before the 
cases involving Swedes. 

‘The identity of the for- 
eigners was to be kept 
secret until Tuesday midday 
at the least (1100 GMT) 
then it will be up to the 
court to decide if they can 
be named." an aide to Mr. 
Cassel told AFP. 

More than 120 riot police 
intervened at the concert 
after a public employee was 
hurt by a flying glass bottle. 

Swedish police moved 
swiftly to arrest all those on 


the premises in order to pre- 
vent further violence. 

But clashes ensued as the 
concert-goers threw beer 
bottles and other objects 
and directed fire extinguish- 
ers at police. No one was 
injured in the fracas. 

Stockholm chief of police 
Gunno Gunnmo said bis 
officers seized T-shirts 
bearing the Nazi swastika 
emblem and compact discs 
of “rock vaunting the 
supremacy of the white 
race” from the premises. 

“We had been informed 
that the meeting could 
degenerate ” said Mr. 
Gunnmo. when asked about 
the police presence on 
standby at the concert. 

“When things started get- 
ting out of hand, we imme- 
diately drafted in reinforce- 
ment.” he said. 

Around 100 Swedish neo- 
Nazis held an anti-semitic 
gathering in November in 
central Stockholm without 
tking pounced upon by the 
police. 

That gathering, organised 
by the National Socialist 
Front and three other Nazi 
groups, had been banned by 
authorities. Clashes with 
demonstrators protesting at 
the gathering were only nar- 
rowly averted. 

The police response to the 
November gathering drew 
severe criticism from the 
Swedish Committee against 
Anti-Semitism. 


Hong Kong protesters 
fail to be heard by 
ex-Chinese president 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Activists were thwarted in 
renewed attempts Tuesday 
to protest during the visit of 
former 'Chinese President 
Yang Shangkun over his 
role in the 1 989 Tiananmen 
Square massacre. 

Some 16 supporters of 
from the Alliance in 
Support of the Patriotic 
Democratic Movement in 
China gathered outside the 
Hong Kong Exhibition and 
Convention Centre to 
protest the private visit of 
Mr. Yang, widely seen as 
responsible for the military 
crackdown. 

But Mr. Yang. 90. who 
arrived here on late Sunday 
for a week's visit failed to 
show up at a flag-raising 
ceremony. 

The protesters from the 
alliance, set up to support 
the 1989 student-led 
protests in China, were 
demanding legal action 
against those responsible 
for the massacre when 


DHAKA (AFP) — 
Bangladesh put its secu- 
rity forces on "red alert” 
along its border with 
India after a leader of an 
Assam-based separatist 
group was arrested and 
charged for illegal tres- 
passing. press reports 
said Tuesday. 

The private Associated 
Press of Bangladesh 
(APB) news "agency 
reported that the “red 
alert” came amid fears 
the separatist United 
Liberation Front of 
Assam (ULFA) insur- 
gents could infiltrate the 
country and carry out 
subversive activities. 

India has requested that 
Bangladesh hand over 
Anup Jetia. ULFA’s sec- 
retary general, but the 
group has reportedly 
tried to urge the Dhaka 
government not to extra- 
dite him, the agency said. 

No extradition treaty 
exists between the two 
neighbours, but both 
sides have voiced their 
commitment to cooperate 
in drives against insur- 


troops fired on unarmed 
protesters, as weH as- the 
release of political prison- 
ers in China 

The group including those 
from the radical April Fifth 
movement also staged a sit- 
in outside Government 
House, the former residence 
of British governors, where 
Mr. Yang attended a lun- 
cheon hosted by Chief 
Executive Tung Chee-Hwa. 

But they were carried 
away in police vans, shout- 
ing “Yang Shangkun 

scams.” ^ 

Mr. Yang reportedly 

failed to witness both 
protests. 

His visit is considered by 
the Hong Kong government 
as “private" and no details 
of his activities have been 
released. 

Mr. Yang, who stepped 
down from his post in 1992. 
backed late paramount 

leader Deng Xiaoping in 
clamping down on the pro- 
democracy protests. 


gency by refusing sanc- 
tuary to rebels. 

ULFA is one of the 
most active insurgent 
groups in northeastern 
India Fighting for a sepa- 
rate ’'homeland or 
autonomous status. 

APB said the Home 
Ministry has instructed 
all security agencies to 
ensure that no ULFA 
insurgents enter 

Bangladesh or undertake 
subversive activities. 

More than 50 insur- 
gents from seven Indian 
states have been arrested 
in Bangladesh over the 
past two years. 

Home ministry' officials 
were not immediately 
available for comment. 

Court sources mean- 
while said Jetia was pro- 
duced in a Dhaka court 
Monday in secrecy and 
under tight security. He 
was charged for illegally 
entering Bangladesh, 
possessing a false 
Bangladeshi passport 
and carrying foreign cur- 
rency without valid doc- 
uments. 


Crashes 
prompt 
review of 
U.S. Air 
Force trainer 
to screen ■, „ 
cadets 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The U.S. Air Force Monday 
ordered a review of its use 
of a British-raade trainer air- 
craft to screen cadets for 
careers as pilots following a 
series of crashes that have 
killed six people. 

The air force acted after a 
Time magazine article 
detailed repeated engine 
failures on the single engine 
T-3A. made by Slingsby 
Aviation Lid. calling it “the 
most dangerous plane to fly 
in the U.S. Air Force.” 

“We will not put the air- 
craft back into serv ice again 
until we have found what 
the problems are and. num- 
ber two. until I am very 
comfortable and (have) 
gone up and flown the air- 
craft.” said Air Force 
General Lloyd Newton. 

Since going into service 
with the U.S. Air Force in 

1994. T-3As have experi- 
enced engine failure 57 
times, nine times while air- 
borne. the air force said. 

On three occasions — in 

1995. 1996 and 1997 — 
planes crashed, killing three 
Air Force Academy cadets 
and their instructor pilots. 

Another engine failure 
July 25. a month after the 
last crash, prompted the air 
force to ground its fleet of 
112 T-3As. An investigation 
concluded that a problem 
with the plane’s fuel system 
was causing its engines to 
cut off. 

Gen. Newton, commander 
of air force education and 
training, said fixing the 
problem would require 10 
modifications to the aircraft, 
which the air force will 
carry out at a cost of S6.2 
million. 

He said the plane is likely 
to remain grounded until 
mid-year. 

But the general defended 
the aircraft which is capable 
of performing spins and 
acrobatic rums, as the right 
choice to screen prospective 
air force pilots. 

“The aircraft still is. we 
think, the right kind of air- 
craft that we want” he said. 

The trainer is used by the 
British and Indian air forces. 
The Indian air force has 
experienced similar prob- 
lems. said Gen. Newton. 


Bangladesh frontier 
with India on ‘red 
alert’ against rebels 





Visitors line up below a sculpture depicting the People's Revolution to see the 
Chairman Mao Zedong Memorial Hall and Mausoleum, reopened after a nine month 
renovation. The memorial ball, which underwent structural and interior repairs 
houses the embalmed corpse of China's late chairman, and has received more than 
110 million visitors since its original opening in May 1977. There is no admission fee 
(Reuter photo) 

Crowds queue for the 
reopening of Mao’s Mausoleum 


BEIJING (AFP) — The 
mausoleum of Mao 
Zedong, the founder of 
Communist China, was 
reopened with great fan- 
fare Tuesday after a nine- 
month closure for “interi- 
or repairs." 

Hundreds of tourists 
queued up in Beijing's 
famous Tiananmen 

Square in front of the 


huge columned building 
covered in marble. 

"I was bom in 1976. the 
year of his death. 1 have 
read loads of books about 
his life, and they all say 
that he is the great hero of 
the Chinese people." said 
a young woman from 
Liaoning province in the 
north east, as she waited 
patiently in the snaking 


queue to view’ Mao’s 
body. 

Two hours after the 
reopening, an electronic 
screen announced that 
7,000 visitors had already 
paid homage to the man 
they call “the Great 
Helmsman” whose forces 
threw' out the ruling 
nationalists after a civil 
war in 1949. 


Cambodian resistance 
threatens to boycott July polls 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Cambodia's four-party 
resistance coalition 

Tuesday threatened to boy- 
cott July's scheduled elec- 
tion. accusing the govern- 
ment of perverting the elec- 
toral process! 

The resistance .issued a 
statement signed by 
deposed co- Premier Prince 
Ranariddh and the presi- 
dents of the other three 
political parties in the coali- 
tion — Sam Rainsy. Son 
Sann and Bour Hel. 

They were considering 
withdrawing completely 
from the vote “if there is a 
risk that the next elections 
are designed only to legit- 
imise the illegal and unpop- 
ular regime now in place in 
Phnom Penh." it said. 

The resistance, which 
supports Prince Ranariddh 
who was effectively ousted 
last July, accused powerful 
Second Prime Minister 
Hun Sen of “perverting” 
the electoral process bv 
demanding that the prince 
stand trial on criminal 
charges. 

“Hun Sen. for purely 
political reasons, seeks to 
convict Prince Ranariddh 
for imaginary crimes while 
the perperulors of truly real 
and odious crimes commit- 
ted during and after last 
July’s coup d’etat are not 
even identified and will 
continue to be. in all proba- 
bility. under the protection 


of Hun Sen." the statement 
said. 

It referred to the execu- 
tions of more than 40 of the 
prince's supporters follow- 
ing his ouster which U.N. 
human rights officials have 
said# do not appear to be’ 
under investigation despite 
promises from the govern- 
ment. 

The statement, which also 
attacked Hun Sen for his 
refusal to consider repeated 
appeals for a ceasefire and 
peace talks between the 
warring factions. was 
released less than a day 
after King Norodom 
Sihanouk abruptly left 
Phnom Penh, a move 
believed to signify his 
anger at recent political 
developments. 

Just before he left, the 
king, under heavy criticism 
and threats of violence 
from Hun Sen and his sup- 
porters, bucked down on an 
earlier decision to unilater- 
ally grant a pardon to the 
deposed prince should he 
be convicted. 

Hun Sen’s insistence the 
Prince Ranariddh stand 
trial for allegedly illegally 
importing weapons and 
colluding with the out- 
lawed Khmer Rouge guer- 
rilla faction has been a 
major stumbling block in 
attempts to resolve the cri- 
sis. 

Should the prince he con- 
victed. he would be ineligi- 


ble to stand in the July elec- 
tions unless he was granted 
a royal pardon. 

The international commu- 
nity. which has said the 
prince must be allowed to 
participate for the election 
to be *free. fair and credi- 
ble.” has pushed for the 
pardon as a face-saving 
option for all sides. 

In December. King 
Sihanouk agreed to forgo 
his usual requirement that 
pardons must be requested 
before they are granted. 

Hun Sen has refused to 
ask for a pardon but has 
said he will not oppose one 
if the prince requests one 
and thereby admits his guilt 
but the prince has vowed 
not to ask for one as he 
does not recognize the 
legitimacy of Cambodian 
courts. 

A compromise was 
believed to have been 
reached when the king 
agreed to grant the pardon 
unilaterally but Hun Sen 
and his supporters vehe- 
mently denounced that 
decision as illegal and 
warned of violence if it 
were implemented. 

Faced with such criticism 
the king backed down and 
the situation remains unre- 
solved. 

The resistance said these 
facts indicated that the elec- 
toral process was becoming 
more and more perverted 
by Hun Sen’s manoeuvres. 



Balloonist Dick Rutan (right) talks with crew members Burt Rutnn (centre) and an 
unidentified member in the early morning of Jan. 6 in Albuquerque after plans to 
launch the Global Hilton balloon were scrubbed late in the previous evening because 
of a problem with winds across the Atlantic Ocean. The jet stream that would have 
carried aviator Dick Rutan and partner Dave Melton across the ocean on the first leg 
of t^eir planned round the world journey had deteriorated, trip officials said. The; 
launch has been postponed for ten days to two weeks (Reuters photo) 


London says no to 
early freeing of loyalist 
prisoners in Ulster 


BELFAST (AFP) — 

Northern Ireland Secretary 
Mo Mowlam late Monday 
turned down a request by 
Protestant loyalists in 

Northern Ireland that their 
jailed colleagues be freed 
immediately as a gesture of 
appeasement. 

“I think it (the question of 
the prisoners) is an issue 
which has to be dealt with,” 
she told journalists near 
here after a day of talks 
with members of parties 
engaged in the peace talks. 
“But I have to say that after 
the events of last week, this 
is not the moment to 
address it” 

Ms. Mowlam was refer- 
ring to three sectarian 
killings between Dec. 27 
and 31. including two of 
Catholics by the extremist 
Loyalist Volunteer Force 


(LVF). 

“I frilly accept it has to be 

addressed at some poj n , 
but there are many other 
issues which equally need 
addressing,” added u s 
Mowlam, whose resign 
tion has been demanded bv 
some Protestant leaders. ' 

Protestants have 
exasperated by gestures of 
conciliation from London 
and Dublin, co-sponsois of 
the current peace talks, to 
try to keep the 
Republican Army’s poliij. 
cal wing Sinn Fein in the 
talks process. 

These gestures have 
included the transfer of IRa 
prisoners from British to 
Irish jails and early freein° 
of IRA detainees from Irish 
prisons. The Protestants are 
demanding to be treated oq 
the same footing. 


Body of two Filipinos 
found after tanker 
explodes in Argentina 


BUENOS AIRES (AFP) 
— Argentina’s Coast 
Guard recovered the bodies 
of two Filipino crewman 
who died in an explosion 
and fire aboard a tanker on 
the Parana River in Buenos 
Aires province, officials 
said Monday. 

Monday, rescue teams 
found the body of Carlos 
Bano Ross, 22 inside the 
Bahamas-flagged tanker 
“Lancer." which exploded 
and burst into flames 
Thursday after a powerful 
series of blasts. 

Sunday officials discov- 


ered the body of Maigarito 
Maranga. 44, some 60 kilo- 
metres from the site of the 
fire. 

The other 31 crew mem- 
bers survived the explosion 
after abandoning the burn- 
ing ship. 

The vessel was en route 
to the U.S. port of 
Houston, Texas, with a 
stop scheduled in 
Venezuela. The tanker had 
been hauling crude oil and 
grain alcohol. Preliminary 
reports indicated the explo- 
sion took place in the 
ship’s engine room. 


British author backs 
republic for Australia, 
but not for Britain 


SYDNEY (AFP) — 
Veteran British author and 
retired barrister John 
Mortimer, creator of 
“Rumpole of the Bailey”, 
tied his colours to an 
Australian republic here 
Tuesday. 

But Mortimer, who is vis- 
iting Australia to escape the 
rigours of the British win- 
ter and to give a series of 
one man shows at the 
Sydney Opera House, said 
he still considered the 
monarchy more appropri- 
ate for Britain because he 
would not be able to stand 
someone like former Prime 
Minister Margaret 

Thatcher as president. 

Asked on ABC Radio 
what his views were on 
Australia's current debate 
about severing its historical 
link to the British throne, 
he said: Tm not for a 
republic in Britain because 
I would hate to have a 
President Thatcher, or 
President Tebitt or even 
President Callaghan.” 

Norman, now" Lord Tebitt 
served as a minister and 
Conservative Party chair- 
man under Ms. Thatcher 
and the Labour Party's 
James Callaghan was her 
predecessor as premier. 

“I think that we are losing 
touch with our past in 
England, and I think our 
past is so bound up with 
kings and queens and civil 
wars and so on and I think 
it is important to keep that 


and I don’t think they do 
much harm in England." 

“But I honestly don't 
think they are appropriate 
for Australia." he added in 
a comment likely to win 
him new friends in 
Australia's republican 
movement, which is cam 
paigning for an Australian 
head of state to bring in d* 
new millennium. 

Mortimer. 74. who has in 
the past made no seercj d 
his support for a Britain 
New Laftpur government- 
also criticised it for hein? 
too right-wing. 

“What's happening 
this government is that the) 
are doing the things thattfc 
conservatives would Btf® 1 
have dared to do. ^ 
reducing single-pat® 1 
maintenance and talM 1 -: 
about reducing disabkiJ 
people's maintenance. 

“I just hope they do schw 
of the labour things whic>- 
one would associated) - 
Labour government." 

He said it would be 
if it continued on 
sent path, likening & II 
Australia’s Labour govern- 
ment which lost office 1 
the March, 1996, election-. 

“Somebody’s said 
Australia that ‘we vc 
20 years of Thatcherism- 
half of it imposed 
Labour government. 3 

we certainly don’t want 
have that any more.’’ 


Authorities kill poacher 
in northwest China 


BEIJING (AFP) — 
Authorities in northwest: 
em China's Qinghai 
province killed one poach- 
er and arrested 19 others 
Iasi week after an exchange 
of gunfire that concluded a 
two-day manhunt, the 
China Daily said Tuesday. 
The wildlife patrol team 
, n ? a ^ e U P of police and 
officials from Zhiduo 
county — met “fierce 
resistance" when it finally 
tracked down the organised 


gang last Monday, 4* 
Authorities seized - 

guns, 10.000 builds' 
six jeeps telonging ".j 
gang of poachers, ^ 

killed and skinned 
antelope under state r 

action. p. 

The remote . 
which is rich in aojrt Ag 
was forced to set up. 
team after lucrative ; 
illegal pelts “incited 
of hunters to turn W PtT 
ing." the newspaper sa^ 
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Chinese 
police free 
kidnapped 

Taiwan 

businessman 

BEIJING (AFP; — A Tai- 
wan businessman kid- 
napped in south China's 
Guangdong province has 
been freed after a police 
raid on the kidnappers' 
hideout, the China News 
Service reported Tuesday. 

Police in Huiyang city 
arrested seven suspects and 
detained seven others 
involved in the case after 
the Dec. 27 raid, which 
came exactly two weeks 
after the businessman, sur- 
named Lin. went missing. 

The kidnappers, alleged- 
ly led by Chen Yunnan, had 
demanded SI million from 
the businessman's relatives 
in Taiwan, the report said. 

Police have declared the 
case the “biggest" kidnap- 
ping in provincial history', 
it said. 

According to police, sus- 
pects have already admit- 
ted they began planning the 
kidnapping in October 
1996. 

Mr. Lin, who owns a fac- 
tory in Huiyang, was 
grabbed from his car on his 
way home from work. 


Fujimori 
expresses 
sorrow to 
Hashimoto 



Atal Behari Vajpayee, the leader of the Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP), in a pensive mood during an interview with Reuters in Bombay. Vajpayee 
hopes to be the next prime minister of India if the BJP wins the forthcoming election 
(Reuters photo) 


for death of 


Alberto Fujimori sent a 
condolence card to Japan- 
ese Prime Minister Ryu- 
taro Hashimoto. lament- 
ing the ‘“abominable 
assassination" of two 
young Japanese tourists in 
Peru and promising his 
government would do 
what it could to punish the 
crime. 

"In the name of the gov- 
ernment and people of 
Peru, 1 would like to 
express the most profound 
sorrow for the death of 
Japanese citizens Takairo 
Miyashita and Chiaki Ito. 
which occurred at the end 
of October,” Mr. Fujimori 
wrote in a card sent Dec. 
29, and publicly released 
Monday. 

"Under these sad cir- 
cumstances. I can only 
express the great friend- 
ship and gratitude that 
Peru professes for the 
Japanese people.” Mr. 
Fujimori wrote. 

Ito, 22, and Miyashita, 
23, both of Tokyo’s Wase- 
da University, were slain 
on an Amazon River 
expedition. Their bodies 
were reportedly hacked to 
bits. 

According to investiga- 
tors. a group of soldiers, 
including 15 already 
arrested, rammed into 
their raotorless raft to rob 
and slaughter them. In 
late December. Mr. 
Hashimoto called "totally 
outrageous" the possibili- 
ty that the Peruvian mili- 
tary killed the two stu- 
dents. 


Clinton says 


2 Japanese 

LIMA (AFP) — Presi 


President 


New political alliance ‘spells 
death-knell for Indian PM’s polls hopes’ 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — The 
launch of a rival alliance of 
Indian centrist parties has 
spelt the death-knell for 
Prime Minister Inder Kumar 
Gujral's hopes of reelection 
ar the head of a new coalition 
government, the main oppo- 
sition party said Tuesday. 

The Hindu Nationalists, 
ripped to retain its position as 
India’s largest parliamentary 
party in upcoming elections, 
said the new grouping would 
play directly into their hands. 

They argued the Jan Mor- 
cha (People’s Front) alliance, 
a loose alliance of parties 
from several regions 
launched Monday, would 
split the liberal vote which 
had helped Mr. Gujral’s 
coalition to power and would 
lead to a Hindu nationalist 
government. 

” K.L. Sharma. a spokesman 
for the Hindu nationalist 
Bharatiya Janata Party' (BJP, 
Indian People’s Party), said: 
“We will gain from such a 
move in the February-March 
polls.” 


He dismissed the new 
grouping as no more than a 
collection of breakaway fac- 
tions formerly part of Mr. 
Gujral’s United Faint minor- 
ity coalition. 

“This move will result in 
dividing votes among them- 
selves,’’ he said. “This is sure 
to land them in a mess ... 
there will be no hope for both 
the United Front and die new 
alliance." 

India goes to the polls from 
Feb. 16. The results are due 
to be announced by March 
12 after voting staggered 
over four days across the 
subcontinent. Analysts are 
predicting another hung par- 
liament 

Mr. Gujral’s United Front 
minority coalition was top- 
pled in November. 

A loose collection of left- 
wing, centrist and regional 
parties, it w-as hastily formed 
to fill a vacuum after the BJP 
and the Congress. India’s 
oldest pony, failed to form a 
coalition after 1996 elec- 
tions. 


Meanwhile the Congress, 
which backed Mr. Gujral for 
IS months to keep the BJP 
out of power, is now hoping 
to ally itself to the newly- 
founded People’s Front. 

Ved Prakash. a Congress 
spokesman, predicted its 
launch would kill off the 
United Front coalition. "We 
are sure that the days of Unit- 
ed Front are over.” he said. 

The power behind the new 
People’s Front is Laloo 
Prasad Yadav, a former pres- 
ident of Mr. Gujral’s own 
party. 

Mr. Yadav was forced to 
resign last year because of 
corruption charges. 

He is curremly out on bail 
but his continuing influence 
in the eastern state of Bihar 
has led to him being courted 
by most major parties look- 
ing for pre-poll alliances. 

Analysts say Laloo Prasad 
Yadov's new grouping could 
play a key role in deciding 
who wins around 150 of 
India’s 545 parliamentary 
seats. 


Researchers identify gateway for HTV 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Researchers say they have 
identified the gateway that 
the Human Immunodefi- 
ciency Virus (HIV) uses to 
make iLs deadly penetration 
into human cells. 

In a report published in the 
Journal of Virology, scien- 
tists from the Aaron Dia- 
mond AIDS Research Cen- 
tre in New York say they 
zeroed in on a discrete 
region of the CCR5 co- 


receptor that the AIDS virus 
attaches to. 

The report also says that a 
mutation of that particular 
spot on CCR5 prevents the 
fusion of the virus and may 
give researchers some hope 
of finding a cure. 

’This report is another 
piece 10 the puzzle of how 
HIV infects immune system 
cells.” said Tatjana Dragic. a 
research scientist and lead 
author of the report. 


“We had previously shown 
that CCR5 was a co-receptor 
for HIV. and other studies 
have shown that mutations in 
CCR5 can confer resistance 
to HTV. The data reported 
here brings us one step clos- 
er to understanding the pre- 
cise reile of CCR5 in the HTV 
infection process" she .said. 

“We hope that this knowl- 
edge will allow for the 
development of novel thera- 
peutics." she added. 


he liked controversial beach photo 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
Monday said the media had 
overstepped their bounds 
when they photographed 
and videotaped him and his 
wife dancing arm-in-arm on 
a Caribbean beach. 

At the same time, Clinton 
said he liked the results 
“quite a lot.” 

The incident took place on 
the island of Sl Thomas in 
the U.S. Virgin Islands, 
where Mr. Clinton. First 
Lady Hillary Clinton and 
their daughter. Chelsea, 
spent several vacation days. 

A still photographer for 
Agence France-Presse and a 


team from the NBC televi- 
sion network captured the 
first couple — he shiftless 
and in swim trunks and she 
in a one-piece bathing suit 
— dancing at Magens Bay. 
apparently unaware of the 
lenses trained on them. 

The photo appeared Mon- 
day in the main news sec- 
tion of the Washington Post 
and on the front page of tire 
Los Angeles Times. 

Asked whether the photo 
was a violation of his priva- 
cy, Mr. Clinton, who 
returned to Washington 
Sunday, said: "Yes.” 

Informed that reviews of 
the photograph were gener- 


ally positive. Mr. Clinton 
continued: “Actually, I liked 
it quite a lot. But I didn’t 
think 1 was being pho- 
tographed.” 

He declined to specify 
limits beyond which the 
press was out of line, saying 
that it was up to the media 
to establish their own 
boundaries. 

For his part. White House 
spokesman Michael 

McCurry said he was 
unhappy with the photo and 
suggested that the While 
House might take additional 
measures to further shield 
Mr. Clinton from the press. 

Asked if he was angry. 


Mr. McCurry said: “I am. 
The president, obviously, is 
not. But I am. 

“It’s a very nice picture, 
but it's obviously a private 
moment.” he said. T think 
the president and the first 
lady are entitled to private 
moments." 

“This was a private place 
and was not in public." he 
added. 

Mr. McCurry said Mr. 
Clinton "has long ago given 
up any sense that there is 
any privacy in the White 
House. And you know, he 
just has to live with what 
he's put through by all of 
you.” 


Prosecutors want death for 
second Oklahoma City bomber 


DENVER, Colorado 
(AFP) — Jurors began to 
debate Monday whether a 
former soldier convicted 
of planning the deadliest 
act of terrorism on U.S. 
soil, the 1995 Oklahoma 
City bombing, should get 
the death penalty. 

Attorney Pat Ryan of 
Oklahoma City said Terry 
Nichols should die for 
deliberately taking pan in 
1 he 1995 bombing of the 
Alfred P. Murrah federal 
building, which left 16S 
people dead and wounded 
some 600. 

“A sentence of life (in 
prison) would be simply 
unconscionable." he told 
the seven- woman, five- 
man panel earlier follow- 
ing the defence's final plea 
for clemency. 

The jury were to decide, 
probably by later Tuesday, 
whether Mr. Nichols — 
who was convicted of con- 
spiring to blow up the 
building but found not 
guilty of first-degree mur- 
der — should die by lethal 
injection or get life in 
prison. 

If sentenced to death, 
Mr. Nichols. 42, would 
join his former army 
buddy Timothy McVeigh 
— found guilty last year 


of canying out the arrack 
— on death row. 

Mr. Ryan strongly 
opposed the defence’s 
argument that U.S. Dis- 
trict Judge Richard 
Matsch — rather than ihe 
jury — should deliver the 
verdict. 

Judge Matsch had told 
the jury that he could 
impose a sentence of life 
in prison if the jurors 
determined he should 
decide Mr Nichols' fate. 

Earlier, Mr. Nichols’ 
defence attorney Michael 
Tigar had said Judge 
Matsch should render a 
verdict, not the jury, which 
he suggested could 
improperly be swayed by 
emotional testimony by 
victims’ relatives. 

“I feel as though I’m 
standing before you and 
trying to sweep back a tide 
of anger, grief and 
vengeance," said Mr. 
Tigar. 

During the sentencing 
phase of the trial jurors 
openly sobbed on hearing 
55 prosecution witnesses 
describe the suffering they 
have endured since the 
blast. 

Heartbroken mothers 
talked about losing their 
babies, sisters cried over 


losr siblings and children 
told the jury what it is like 
to grow up without one or 
both parents. 

The jury on Dec. 23 
found Mr. Nichols guilty 
of planning the bombing 
and guilty of involuntary 
manslaughter in the deaths 
of eight law-enforcement 
officers on duly ih the 
building that day. 

But in a decision that 
stunned the victims' fami- 
lies and survivors of the 
blast, Mr. Nichols was 
found not guilty of actual- 
ly bombing the building 
and not guilty of first- 
degree murder. 

Mr. Tigar also sought to 
undermine testimony 
against Mr. Nichols — - 
whom he described ajs - 
devoted family met*- 
from a star prosenu. 
witness who took qr- 
stand in exchange **r :■ 
reduced sentence Ifoe 
role in the attar*:. 

Mr. Tigar pointe-: 
that Michael Fortier we-. 
not facing the death penal- 
ty although he and Mr. 
McVeigh checked out the 
Murrah building five 
months before it was 
bombed. 

Earlier, prosecutor Beth 
Wilkinson had also 


demanded the death penal- 
ty for Mr. Nichols, charg- 
ing that he “did not care 
who lived or who died” 
and deliberately rook pan 
in planning the bombing. 

“The just sentence is 
death,” she said. 

The defence maintained 
that Mr. Nichols’ role in 
the conspiracy was minor 
but Ms. Wilkinson told the 
jury': “We submit to you 
that Terry Nichols is a 
major participant in the 
conspiracy.” 

She said that in the fail 
of 1994 he bought or stole 
materials used in the 
bombing and helped Mr. 
McVeigh, 29. stash a get- 
away car just three days 
1 . < «rc the attack. 

/ also emphasised that 
Sucre is no basis" for a 
< claim that Mr. 

was under 
■ uul or substantial 
i'.i'e •••.” “No one forced 
i ;;;■ Nichols *0 agree to 
; .i l- : •ombing’.’* Ms. Wllki- 
^ “ :! : J*d. 

instead, she said, he quit 
a good job and sent his 
family away in the fall of 
1994 to help Mr. McVeigh 
— who has appealed the 
decision against him — 
with the plan to bomb the 
Murrah building. 


Tension between Mexican army, 
peasants still high in Chiapas 


The U.S. 
will ‘work 
closely , 
with 
Kenyan 
president 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The United States will 
“work closely” with newly 
reelected president Daniel 
Arap Moi, the White 
House said Monday. 

WTme House spokesman 
Michael McCurry said at a 
briefing that while the vote 
was "fraught with some 
complications," Washing- 
ton is convinced it Ted to 
the election of a democrat- 
ic government.’’ 

“We intend to work 
closely with that govern- 
ment. We have a number 
of pending issues with the 
government of Kenya. We 
intend to pursue them and, 
we hope, pursue them suc- 
cessfully with President 
Moi," Mr. McCurry said. 

Kenya's presidential and 
local elections on Dec. 29 
and 30 were marked by 
serious logistical prob- 
lems, and the election vic- 
tory by Mr. Moi's Kenya 
African National Union 
party has been clouded by 
accusations of vote-rig- 
ging. 

Mr. Moi. 73. who has 
been in power for 1 9 years, 
was sworn in Monday to a 
new five-year term. 


Toddler 
dies stuck 
in washing 
machine 

HONG KONG (AFP) -- 
A two-year-old boy died 
after being found uncon- 
scious inside a washing 
machine at his home here 
Tuesday a police 
spokesman said. 

The boy was found 
upside down in the wash- 
ing machine by his 
grandmother who had 
fallen asleep while look- 
ing after him in their 
apartment on the 24th 
floor of a Kowloon hous- 
ing estate. 

The boy died after 
being rushed to hospital. 

Police are investigating 
how the boy get into the 
washing machine. 


LA REALIDAD. Mexico 
(AFP) — Tension 
remained high in this 
impoverished jungle area 
Monday even after sol- 
diers ended weekend 
patrols around two towns 
controlled by leftist 
rebels. 

Array manoeuvres near 
two bastions of the Zap- 
atista National Liberation 
Army (EZLN) — the jun- 
gle towns of La Realidad 
and Nuevo Guadalupe 
Tepeyac — frightened 
peasants already shaken 
by a Dec. 22 massacre of 
45 Maya. 

The manoeuvres had 
fanned rumours of mili- 
tary action, a violation of 
cease-fire agreements 
between the rebels and 
the government. 

In Mexico City, Zap- 
atista supporters blocked 
the entrance to Mexico's 
stock market early Mon- 
day to protest the week- 
end manoeuvres. 

Dozens of demonstra- 
tors, some wearing 
scarves to conceal their 
identities, prevented trad- 
ing from starting at 8:30 
a.m. (1430 GMT), said 
market spokesman 

Octavio Orozco. 

Trading began at 9:15 
a.m. (1515 ~GMT), he 
said, as the protest con- 
tinued outside. 

Zapatista supporters 
also commandeered for 
two hours radio stations 
Pulsar FM and Radioacti- 
va to transmit messages 
of support to the impov- 
erished southern state of 
Chiapas, where the EZLN 
is quartered. 


BOGOTA (AFP) — 
Colombia's justice 

department will investi- 
gate 10,000 checks writ- 
ten by Cali drug cartel 
leaders to “prominent 
people in various sec- 
tors,” department officials 
said Monday. 

Deputy Attorney Gener- 
al Jaime Cordoba said his 
office was studying the 
10,000 checks to establish 
links between the drug 
traffickers and prominent 
Colombians. 

And Mr. Cordoba 
stressed that the justice 
department had called 
several bank employees 
and managers to explain 
how the money — 
totalling billions of pesos 
— travelled through 
Colombia’s banking sys- 


Calm appeared to have 
returned to the region by 
Monday. 

Soldiers had left the 
area Sunday but the mili- 
tary acknowledged ih a 
statement that troops had 
pursued armed Zapatistas 
near La Realidad. The 
rebels escaped but the 
soldiers seized a small 
weapons cachd. 

General Florencio Raul 
Cuevas, head of the army 
unit at La Realidad, said 
Monday the chase was 
the result of a chance 
encounter between the 
two sides. 

The soldiers were not 
planning to swoop down 
on the rebel stronghold or 
to capture the EZLN's 
charismatic masked 
leader, Subcomandante 
Marcos, according to 
Cuevas. 

The general said peas- 
ants informed the military 
early Saturday that 
“armed individuals” were 
at large in the area. 

Patrolling soldiers pot- 
ted nine armed men 
ing black cloths to L 
their faces, and after giv- 
ing chase, found "the 
encampment with the 
arms cache. 

Marcos, who has made 
public appearances in La 
Realidad, has not been 
seen since the events Sat- 
urday. 

Meanwhile, the vicar of 
San Cristobal de Las 
Casas. Gonzalo Ituarte. 
called for a period of 
reflection that would lead 
up to “a serene, effective 
dialogue for peace." 

Ituarte, who was the 


tetri. 

Colombian prosecutors 
— who have found a total 
of 42.000 such checks — 
have been looking into 
dozens of people alleged- 
ly tied to the cocaine trade 
as part of a case known 
here as Trial 8,000. 

The most prominent 
person tied to Trial V )00. 
President Ernesto Sam- 
per, was found not guilty 
in June 19% by Congress 
of charges that he accept- 
ed S6 million from traf- 
fickers to fund his 1994 
run for office. 

Former Samper minis- 
ters Horacio Serpc — a 
widely popular presiden- 
tial candidate — and 
Rodrigo Pardo — Colom- 
bia’s ambassador to 
France — were also 


original source for news 
reports about the military 
actions at La Realidad, 
said the ensuing tension 
was “a useful reminder of 
how serious and delicate 
the situation is in Chia- 
pas.” 

Some 30.000 troops are 
stationed in the state, 
with reinforcements 
arriving since the Decem- 
ber mass killing. 

Fearing widespread vio- 
lence, an estimated 6.000 
Chiapas peasants have 
fled their homes since the 
massacre in the small 
town of Acteal. 

The Zapatistas took 
several towns in an upris- 
ing that began New- 
Year's Day 1994 to 
demand better living con- 
ditions for the state’s 
poverty-stricken ethnic 
Maya majority, and to 
fight for democratic 
reform nation-wide. 

But the array quickly 
moved to contain the 
rebellion aftd penned the 
rebels inside a jungle 
region near Mexico’s bor- 
der with Guatemala. 

Mexico’s newly 

appointed interior minis- 
ter said that he did not 
rule out meeting with 
Marcos. There have been 
no real peace talks for 
more than a yptff because 
of distrust between the 
two sides. ’ 

Francisco Labastida — 
who replaced the hard- 
line Einilio Chuayffet 
Saturday — said his pri- 
ority w-as a resumption of 
the peace process with 
the Zapatistas: 


absolved of charge.; they 
hid illegal contributions 
from drug carrels. 

Some 23 lawmakers of 
Samper’s Liberal Party 
and the opposition Con- 
servatives have been 
linked to Trial 8,000, and 
several have been jailed 
on orders of Colombia's 
supreme court. 

Several politicians 
admitted they received 
funds from the Cali car- 
tel’s top bosses, the now- 
jailed brothers Gilberto 
and Miguel Rodriguez 
Orejuela. 

Some analysts say they 
hope that Colombia ’ s 
political class “has 
learned its lesson” ahead 
of legislative elections in 
March and a presidential 
contest in May. 


Colombian officials look into drag 
trafficker checks to prominent peonle 
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Define appropriate 
action 


THE LATEST debate in the Upper House 
of Parliament about media accuracy and 
credibility and what measures to take 
against journalists who err suggests that 
media hunting season is not over yet 

After a year of media bashing that wit- 
nessed the birth of a new press and publica- 
tions law and the closure of most indepen- 
dent weekly newspapers, the Senate was not 
completely satisfied, so it seems. Our most 
senior lawmakers were not content with all 
the restrictions and fines that the different 
laws, including the penal code, impose on 
journalists. At their Monday session, the 
senators went beyond what the law pre- 
scribes and entered into its “new" House 
regulations an article that gives its speaker 
the authority to take whatever “appropriate 
action" he/she deems necessary in a case 
that involves “distorted media coverage." 

The House did not prescribe what “appro- 
priate action" its speaker could take in that 
event. But the regulation brought back to 
the minds of journalists the measures that 
were taken less than two weeks ago. The 
House secretariat then decided to restrict 
the movement of journalists inside the 
Parliament building, a measure that the 
journalists rightly described as unbefitting 
of the House, which represents the people 
and upholds the -prindples of demoErafcy 
and freedom of expression. ^ . 

While we respect the right of any party to 
take the “appropriate action" — within the 
limits of the law — to defend itself against 
any media distortion of its image, we cannot 
condone arbitrary measures that run 
counter to the spirit of democracy and 
respect for freedom of expression. We, 
therefore, expect the lawmakers, whether in 
the Lower or Upper House, to recognise and 
enshrine in their rules that the only appro- 
priate action that they or their speaker can 
take is to petition the judiciary in accor- 
dance with the laws of the land. A true 
democracy is one in which all the estates of 
power — the legislative, the executive and 
the judiciary — Function in a transparent 
manner and the media plays the role of 
informing the people of what is happening 
behind closed doors. When conflicts arise, 
everyone should resort to the courts. 

Meanwhile, the media will find it very dif- 
ficult to fulfiJ its function if it continues to 
be pushed around or threatened with 
“appropriate action.” And lawmakers 
should be at the forefront of defence of the 
media and its role. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al Arab Al Yawra's Taher Adwan said the terror- 
ists who have been committing horrible crimes in 
Algeria chose the beginning of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan in which to^expose to the world their ugly 
face by slaughtering unprecedented numbers of 
Algerian women and children. These terrorists who 
claim to be Islamists and followers of the Islamic faith 
are. through their acts, massacring the Islamic religion 
itself and proving to the world that they are the real ene- 
mies of the Islamic Nation, said the writer. These mas- 
sacres in Algeria have exceeded the atrocities commit- 
ted bv the "Khmer Rouge in Cambodia and all the 
world's dictators' barbaric actions throughout history. 
Adwan said. He said the governments of the Islamic 
World bear responsibility for preventing similar crimes 
from being committed in their countries and should 
realise that unemployment, poverty, lack of freedom, as 
well as corruption and despair might drive irresponsible 
elements in society to follow the path of crime. 

Al Aswaq's Rashid Hassan demanded that the gov- 
ernment link the cost of living index to wages in the 
public and private sectors alike. Hassan said Jordanians 
nuticcd that prices are hiked continually but no increas- 
es in wages or salaries are made lo match them. In most 
countries wages are linked to the cost of living, some- 
thing which offers workers security and psychological 
satisfaction but in Jordan chaos prevails, with no rules 
to control the increase in the prices of almost every- 
thing and with no limit to the greed of traders and mer- 
chants whose victims are the limited income groups, 
according to the writer. He said some organisations and 
linns adopt a salary scale and a system of giving incre- 
ments; others depend on the whims and moods of the 
boss, who decides on Lhe annual increments; and others 
completely disregard the rights of the employees to 
annual increments. The writer said that if the govern- 
ment conducted a survey on salary- increases it would 
find that the majority of workers have not received any 
increments for years. He said the government and the 
Federation of Trade Unions should cuke steps towards 
addressing this unbalanced situation. 


Washington Watch 


By Dr. James Zogby 


Top stories of ‘97 and the struggle 
for Middle East peace in ‘98 


THE UNITED States remains the 
world’s only superpower with 
responsibilities and interests from 
south Asia to the Middle East, from 
Russia to Bosnia and from Africa to 
Central and South America. Yet sur- 
veys of several year-end polls show 
Americans have turned inward, 
demonstrating little or no concern 
for most foreign policy issues. 

Never before has the world been so 
interdependent, connected by the 
Internet, trade and global capital 
markets. Yet. never before have 
Americans demonstrated such a lack 
of interest for world developments. 

Americans are more satisfied and 
complacent than at any time in this 
century. The Pew Research Centre, 
which has been polling public satis- 
faction since the 1960s, shows that 
47 per cent of Americans are highly 
contented with their lives. This rep- 
resents an increase of 20 per cent 
from a low of 27 per cent satisfaction 
in the Bush era. Other polls show an 
equal or better amount saying that 
Americans are now economically 
better off than at any other time. 

Consequently, the public's interest, 
not only in foreign affairs but also in 
political issues in general, has 
diminished, with less than 19 per 
cent of Americans indicating that 
they closely follow any news of any 
type. In fact, the only story followed 
by more than one-half of the U.S. in 
1997, was the death of Princess 
Diana. 

Of the top 10 stories that grabbed 
the public's attention in 1997. none 
were domestic policy questions. 
Only one was a foreign policy issue, 
that being the confrontation with 
Iraq over U.N. inspections. Most sig- 
nificant is that the Iraq story was the 
only foreign policy issue listed 
among the top 40 stories of the year. 

The other top 10 stories after the 
death of the princess were mostly 
human interest reports, such as the 
birth of septupJets in Iowa, the ham- 
burger meat recall, or tragedies like 
the devastation of the northwest of 
the United States by floods and the 
mass suicide of the Heaven’s Gate 
cult members. Also among the most 
closely followed stagers of the year 
\ygre several, court trials; OJ. 
Simpson, the Oklahoma City 
bomber Timothy McVeigh and the 
British au pair accused of murder. 

It is interesting to note that domes- 
tic policy questions only ranked 
among the second group of 10 top 
stories. Moreover, all of these 
involved issues that affect the per- 


sonal financial well-being of 
Americans; Social security reform 
(#13), reform of the tax system (#16) 
and the debate over 
Medicare/healthcare reform ('#19). 

Analysts have proposed a number 
of reasons for the decided shift in the 
public’s thinking, principal among 
them is the end of the cold war. The 
dramatic end of the Soviet Union not 
only removed a competing threat 
from the world scene, but it reduced 
the importance, in the minds of 
Americans, of regional conflicts 
which now have become viewed as 
local affairs that no longer threaten 
to provoke world conflict 

At the same time, Americans are 
today beneficiaries of a rapidly 
' expanding economy that is creating 
millions of new jobs and greater eco- 
nomic security. Some Americans 
are. in fact, negatively impacted by 
the shifts in the U.S. economy, but 
with 60 per cent of all Americans 
saying that they were better off in 
1997, than in the previous year, it is 
clear that a degree of complacency 
has set in. 

Americans have continued to lose 
faith in politics and politicians. Not 
only do fewer Americans follow the 
news; fewer vote and fewer partici- 
pate in elections, seeing them as par- 
tisan games dominated by bigger 
and bigger money interests. In addi- 
tion, Americans have become 
increasingly skeptical about the hon- 
esty of politicians. Office seekers 
have promised change, but have not 
delivered. They attack one another, 
reducing the public's belief in both 
the political parties and in the politi- 
cal process as a whole. 

All these trends point to a disturb- 
ing reality for those of us concerned 
about the Middle East and U.S.- Arab 
relations. It is true that, when asked, 
most Americans support a balanced 
approach to the Arab-Israeli peace 
process and favour the creation of a 
Palestinian state. However, at the 
same time, the large majority of 
Americans do not follow issues in 
the Middle East, except when the 
United States is directly involved, as 
in the case of Iraq. For example, the , 
tension over Hebron and die bomb- 
ings in Jerusalem were the only 
other Middle East stories closely fol- 
lowed by Americans in 1997. But 
they were only followed by 12 per 
cent of the public and ranked 58 and 
60 among those stories closely 
watched last year. 

Because of this lack of overall pub- 
lic interest and investment in these 


vital issues of concern, small but 
powerful ideological and well- 
organised groups wield undue influ- 
ence in the shaping of public policy. 

It is for this reason that a group of 
Republican congressmen could 
write to Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu last month, 
pledging their “support for your gov- 
ernment in its efforts to resist pres- 
sures to cede even larger portions of 
Judea and Samaria to the Palestinian 
Authority.” They uiged Netanyahu 
“not to be swayed by the empty 
threats” from the Clinton administra- 
tion. pledging that Congress will 
back him in any conflict. 

The only reason that members of 
Congress would display such 
brazenness is that they are convinced 
that most Americans will never 
know of their actions and believe 
that their personal political interests 
are served by such behaviour. 

The factors that may contribute to 
changing this disturbing situation in 
1998 are: continued Arab resistance 
to Netanyahu’s intransigence, which 
presents U.S. policymakers with a 
challenge to which they must 
respond; the growing and increas- 
ingly public division within the U.S. 
Jewish community, which is pushing 
both the administration and some in 
Congress to apply pressure on the 
Netanyahu government; and the 
efforts of Arab Americans to chal- 
lenge the administration. Congress 
and public opinion about the just 
requirements for Middle East peace. 

Should Netanyahu continue to 
resist implementation of the peace 
accords and should the Clinton 
administration become directly and 
publicly engaged in pressuring Israel 
to redeploy its troops and make good 
on its commitments, the U.S. public 
will begin to focus on these issues. 
When a U.S. president becomes pub- 
licly and personally involved in an 
issue and when the honour of the 
United States is at stake, the public 
usually follows. 

The struggle for Middle East peace 
in 1998 will not only be between 
Israelis and Palidrinfatfe. -betweerr. 
the Clinton administration -and* the: 
government 1 of Benyamin 
Netanyahu, it must also be a struggle 
to engage segments of the U.S. pub- 
lic in this debate. To do this will 
deny Israeli intransigence and its 
supporters (in Congress) their most 
potent weapon — an apathetic pub- 
lic. 


U.S. determined to haul peace talks back on track 


By George S- Hishmeh 

WASHINGTON — The 
Clinton administration has 
kept a stiff upper lip in the 
face of the Israeli cabinet 
crisis following the resig- 
nation this week of Foreign 
Minister David Levy, a 
development that could, 
down die road, still pose a 
serious challenge to the 
stalled Middle East peace 
process and the longevity 
of the ailing government of 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 

The announcement that 
U.S. Middle East Peace 
Coordinator Dennis Ross 
was to travel to Israel and 
Gaza on Jan. 6 — a day 
later than originally sched- 
uled — signalled U.S. 
determination to pursue the 
peace process regardless of 
the consequences of the 
defection of a senior cabi- 
net member from the ranks 
of the Netanyahu govern- 
ment and of earlier Israeli 
pleas that Ross postpone 
the trip. 

The slim vote of confi- 
dence Netanyahu won (58- 
52) from the Knesset over 
the budget (S57.5 billion) 
came as a much needed 
shot in the arm. U.S. offi- 
cials acknowledged, 
although some Israeli 
watchers here said they 
would not be surprised if 
general elections are held 
sometime this year. 

The first sign of the U.S. 
administration’s no-non- 
sense approach came in the 
announcement, on Lhe 
same day that Levy 
announced his much- 
threatened resignation, 
from President Clinton’s 
vacation headquarters in 
the U.S. Virgin Islands. 

It said the American pres- 
ident will be meeting, as 
planned, with Prime 
Minister Netanyahu and 
Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat separately 
and in Washington on Jan. 


20 and 22 respectively — 
on indication in the opinion 
of U.S. officials here that 
the administration was not 
going to be sidetracked by 
the political turmoil in 
Israel. These two dales 
were actually later than the 
ones chosen originally. 

The U.S. irritation with 
Israel's foot-dragging was 
evident in the tone of the 
statement issued on 
Monday before the Knesset 
vote. It said: "The peace 
process continues. This is 
a process about peace and 
not about people. And the 
U.S. government believes 
it needs to move forward 
based on what it thinks is 
best, and not based on the 
particular makeup of a par- 
ticular government at a par- 
ticular time.” 

James Rubin, the State 
Department spokesperson, 
stressed that the United 
States will be expecting 
from Netanyahu w’hen he 
comes here “a significant 
and credible and signifi- 
cant further redeployment.” 

Levy's defection, the sec- 
ond since Netanyahu’s 
election 19 months ago, 
came nine months after the 
impasse in the Palestinian- 
Israeli peace negotiations 
that followed the building 
of a Jewish settlement in 
Arab East Jerusalem. 

He. along with Defence 
Minister Yitzhak 

Mordechai, were under- 
stood to have supported a 
plan for “a meaningful 
withdrawal" from the West 
Bank, unlike the hawkish 
suggestions of National 
Infrastructure Minister 
Ariel Sharon. (Under the 
Mordechai plan. Israel will 
retain 55 per cent of the 
West Bank, while Sharon’s 
proposal C3lis for 
Palestinian bantustans lim- 
ited to about 35 per cent of 
the occupied Palestinian 
territory). 

As a result of Levy's 


departure, precipitated by 
differences over social pol- 
icy and. to a lesser extent, 
over the stalemated peace 
process, the crisis-ridden 
Israeli prime minister will 
henceforth be more depen- 
dent on rightwing hawks 
and religious coalition 
hardliners in the cabinet. 
This should make it more 
difficult for Netanyahu to 
deliver what the American 
administration, if not the 
Palestinians, expect in 
redeployments alone in the 
West Bank. 

Speculation was rife in 
Israel about who will take 
over the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs from Levy, 
who has now declared his 
intention to challenge 
Netanyahu for the top posi- 
tion in the forthcoming 
national elections. 

The litmus test for what 
may be expected from the 
weakened Israeli govern- 
ment was offered by 
Maariv’s respected writer 
Yosef Lapid, who said, if 
Netanyahu takes over the 
foreign ministry “he may 
intend on moving the peace 
process forward” but if he 
offers the portfolio to 
Sharon, “it's a sign that the 
process will stop'” 

To date, the Americans 
have reportedly been urg- 
ing Arafat to write down a 
specific measurable plan 
for how he will deal with 
the extremist Palestinian 
elements in order to silence 
Israeli agitation about 
"compliance with those 
obligations that the 
Palestinian promised.” 

In return, the U.S. was 
reported seeking an Israeli 
withdrawal from about 10 
to 14 per cent of the West 
Bank. A “probationary 
period" of a few months 
will be specified before the 
withdrawal actually takes 
place. 

If the U.S. is successful 
in this approach, an agree- 


ment on accelerated final 
status talks and a “timeout" 
on Israeli settlements will 
be announced at the 
upcoming White House 
meetings which some hope 
will result in a summit of 
the three leaders. 

U.S. mediator Ross is 
hoping to work out the 
final details of this 
American plan during his 
talks this week with both 
Arafat and Netanyahu. His 
trip follows the unsuccess- 
ful effort last month by 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright to have 
the Israeli leader produce a 
blueprint for a new Israeli 
troop pullback from the 
West Bank in order to 
break the deadlock that 
started in March when 
Israel began building a new 
settlement in an Arab 
neighbourhood in 

Jerusalem. 

While the U.S. is at pre- 
sent focusing on the crisis 
engulfing lhe crippled 
Israeli government, the 
Clinton administration has 
its eyes as well on the 
events unfolding in Turkey 
and Iran, and certainly 
Iraq. 

If the Clinton administra- 
tion appears eager to start 
the ball rolling in the 
Palcstinian-Israeli negotia- 
tions. it likewise is hoping 
to reactivate not in the too 
distant future the Syrian- 
Israeli track. The visit of a 
senior American 

Congressman — Senator 
Arlen Specter — to 
Damascus, and the repott- 
ed plans by Congressman 
Tom Lantos to visit Tehran 
are among the crucial tests 
facing Albright's steward- 
ship of the State 
Department, a year old. 

The writer is a ivtired USIS 
editor who now lives in 
Washington. He con- 
tributed this article to the 
Jordan Times. 


The ‘patriotic traitor 5 


By Haim Baram 

ISRAEL IS an ideal 
country for political com- 
mentators and opinionat- 
ed columnists. One is 
never short of interesting 
items, and real sensations 
have become common- 
place, almost mundane. 
But supporters of the 
political opposition are 
no longer interested. The 
zeal for change, the ener- 
gy for reform, the desire 
to influence events and 
dictate policy have gone. 
Self-pity has become 
fashionable, accompanied 
by vague dreams about 
finding refuge in a better 
country. 

Better-off Israelis are 
not necessarily in love 
with the Middle East. 
Indeed, many now live in 
the U.S., and rumours of 
famous Israelis secretly 
buying property in 
Europe are rife. This is 
not a solution for the 
majority, of course, not 
even for the bulk of the 
Labour-Meretz voters. 
These people have seen 
the collapse of their 
dream of clinching peace 
agreements with the 
Palestinians and Syrians 
without paying too much 
for them. For the essence 
of Oslo was the realisa- 
tion on the part of Israel's 
educated stratum that 
Yasser Arafat was pre- 
pared to grant Israel 
peace and legitimacy in 
return for less than the 
entire territory captured 
in June 1967. and that the 
Golan Heights, also con- 
quered in 1967. could 
secure peace with Syria. 
These agreements would 
have assured Arab recog- 
nition of Israel and at 
least a de facto accep- 
tance of the country’s 
gains in the 1948-9 war. 

But the dream has been 
completely undermined 
by Netanyahu. Which is 
why they hate him so 
mi^ch. Not only did he 
abort OsloT His twisted 
policies 1 will 1 force Israel- 
to pay much more in the 
future. Herein lies the 
rationale behind the 
orchestrated campaign 
against the prime minis- 
ter. whose latest manifes- 
tation is the sensational 
expose of his wife’s end- 
less mishaps and short- 
comings. The recent fail- 
ures of Flotilla 13 in 
Lebanon and the Mossad 
in Jordan have deepened 
the gloom. 

Like most Zionist phe- 
nomena, the elite IDF 
units and the Mossad 
were created by the 
Labour movement, just as 
the kibbutzim or the 
ostensibly egalitarian 
welfare funds. They were 
manned by trusted mem- 
bers of the ill-defined but 
very clearly established 
inner circle. Israel’s first 
prime minister. David 
Ben Gurion. banned for- 
mer Irgun terrorists from 
the Mossad but admitted 
members of the Stern 
Gang, such as Yitzhak 
Shamir. Flotilla 13. the 
legendary naval comman- 
do unit, has been based 
for years on volunteers 
from the Labour kibbutz 
movement. Only in the 
last decade has there been 
a conspicuous change in 
this trend, with elite units 
now admitting religious- 
nationalist soldiers affili- 
ated to the National 
Religious Party and the 
settlers. This gradual 
transformation is des- 
tined to affect recruit- 
ment to Mossad. It will 
take time, but the process 
is unavoidable and irre- 
versible. 

Yehuda Gil is a case in 
point. He joined Mossad 
in 1970, and for the last 
20 years has been feeding 
the organisation with 
false information on the 
allegedly belligerent 

intentions of the Syrian 
regime against Israel. 
Most Israeli newspapers 
have reported that his 
information led the 
Labour government of 
1992-6 to abandon its 
plans to proceed with the 
negotiations with 

President Assad. This 
determination is highly 
superficial and even dan- 
gerous. 

It is also a very conve- 
nient excuse for Shimon 
Peres’ failure to pursue 


the “only deal in town' 
namely to withdraw from 
the Golan Heights j n 
return for full peace with 
Syria, including dipi 0 . 
matic relations. The truth 
is that Peres was so fear- 
ful of alienating public 
opinion after the assassi- 
nation of Rabin jj, 
November 1995 that he 
preferred the long and 
gradual process with the 
Palestinians so he could 
get away with postponing 
the withdrawal from 
Syrian territory, which 
would have necessitated 
the immediate evacuation 
of the Golan settlements. 
Peres' cynical attempt to 
mollify the centrist vote 
brought about the mas- 
sive bombings j n 
Lebanon in April 1996 
which cost him thousands 
of Arab votes and perhaps 
led to his election defeat 
on May 29. 

But Gil’s contribution 
was significant. The vet- 
eran Mossad operative, 
who maintained his con- 
tacts with his semi-iraagi- 
nary Syrian opposite for 
years, provided decision- 
makers with alarming 
reports about Assad's 
malicious intentions. 
Some of his stories 
(which as he now con- 
fesses were falsified 
deliberately) almost led 
to skirmishes with Syria 
which could have explod- 
ed into a real war. 

The Israeli media sen- 
sationalised the report* 
about the Mossad’s fail- 
ure to assess Gil’s reports 
in time but largely 
neglected the far more 
important ideological 
issue. Four years ago Gil 
temporarily retired from 
the agency and became 
the organisational secre- 
tary of the extreme right- 
wing party Moledet. Led 
by former General 
Rehavam Ze'evi, 

Moledet ’s basic creed is 
the removal of the 
Palestinians from the 
entire “Land of Israel.” 
Gil’s association" with 
such lunatic views did not 
prevent Mossad chiefs 
from redrafting him. This 
openly fascist Israeli, 
who had joined the most 
radical right-wing party 
as a leading activist, and 
expressed his blatant 
opposition to any accom- 
modation with the Arabs 
in general and Syria in 
particular, was regarded 
as “one of us" by the 
Mossad’s highest eche- 
lons. 

Gil acted as a traitor, 
deliberately misleading 
his bosses and his gov- 
ernment. and risking the 
lives of many Israelis by 
making an unnecessary 
war more probable. Thi<] 
itself caused great shocy 
waves. Are “patriotic | 
right-wingers like Gil 
capable of being disloyal 
to the state of Israel to the 
point of treason? . ] 
Gil tried to save hi*, 
dwindling Mossad career 
by inventing his Syrian 
agent, but his repons hau 
an unambiguous slant. 
Like many right-wing 
extremists, his loya’0, 1 
was reserved for the lund-J 
not the state. Israel as a 
state means, at least in 
theory, the necessity ^ 
observe internation 31 ] 
obligations and resp^j: 
for the rule of law- Butj 

the wild expansionism oil 

people like Gil neg? le> ] 
such values by defining- 
His act of treason 
therefore structural anuj 
not accidental. . 

Many West Bank rabW 
and political 
threaten violence e vc .. 
against Israeli troops i 
the legal govenuneul. ? : 
Israel decides to w, “!j 
draw from occupied 
tory. Gil. who told ,| 
Mossad colleague w 
Shimron that “not & j 
one Arab wants P®? i 
with us. the only sotaWJj 
is transferring ? J 
across the border, i 
loyal only to hiypec j 
interpretation 0* ' > 

Zionism is all 
People like him h' ve ■ 
land (providing that it ■ 
“clean” of Arabs) 33 
abhor the legal struct S 
of the state that by j 
ition impose limj^ 1 
on their extreme vision- 

Middle j 
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Wouldn’t it be nice 

if...? 


By Gwynne Dyer 

“// is not an event , it is an item of news/’ 
Talleyrand, on hearing of Napoleon's death , 1821 . 

EVERY YEAR brings lots of news, but it also brings 
some real events. Some are disasters, but real events 
can also be good news. 

The odds on the various surprises that may await us 
in 1998 cannot be calculated precisely, but wouldn’t 
it be nice... 

1 } ...if Israelis and Palestinians made peace? 

The odds on this have just got much better. The 
coalition government of hard-line Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benvamin Netanyahu, the biggest obstacle to 
peace, is in deep trouble. “This is a government on a 
flight to nowhere." said Foreign Minister David 
Levy, who, after threatening to resign six times in the 
past 18 months, finally bit the bullet and quit on Sun- 
day. The straws that broke the camel’s back was the 
Netanyahu's proposed (now approved) 1998 budget 
which gives more money to the premier’s (mostly 
‘Oriental’ Jewish) supporters and the deadlocked 
peace process. Bui with the defection of Levy and 
four other centrist Gesher Party deputies, Netanyahu 
still as other hurdles to dear while trying to keep his 
coalition government in one piece. 

2) ...if everybody signed the treaty banning anti- 
personnel mines, including the U.S., Russia, and 
China? 

President Boris Yeltsin has said that Russia will 
sign it as soon as it can find the money to pay For 
destroying ail the landmines laid along its borders. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton will sign it if he can find 
a quiet year when there's not a lot of other contro- 
versial defence traffic (like NATO expansion) trying 
to squeeze through the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee (prop. Jesse Helms). 

China will sign it as soon as it democratises (see no. 
7). 

3) ...if Russia finally started to recover economical- 
ly? 

The Asian financial crisis ended hopes for a Russ- 
ian recovery this year. ‘Guilt by association’ means 
that foreign investors are fleeing ail the emerging 
markets, and doubling the interest rate has not saved 
Russia from the general panic. 

Besides, Yeltsin is preparing yet another swerve of 
policy in order to preserve his personal power. 
“(Communist) Party slogans have been replaced by 
macro-economic slogans," he said last month, 
implicitly condemning Deputy Prime Minister Ana- 
toly Chubais, the regime's leading economic 
reformer, as a preliminary to firing him. 

4) ...if Africa stopped disappointing everybody, and 
especially Africans? 

Maybe it already has. The fall of Zaire's dictator 
Mobutu in July was the latest triumph of the ‘new 
breed' leaders who have taken power in Uganda, 
Ethiopia, Eritrea, and Rwanda in the past, decade. 
Their strategy is good governance now, and (they 
promise) democracy later. 

Even U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright 
recently described Africa's "strong new leaders" as 
“beacons of hope" — and even if the current crop of 
would-be saviours of Africa fail, the principle is now 
clearly understood. Marxism cannot save Africa. 

The International Monetary Fund cannot save 
Africa. Foreign aid cannot save Africa. Only Africans 
can save Africa. 

5) ...if Iran and the United States finally made up? 
It could happen, for new Iranian President 

Mohammed Khatami, elected by an overwhelming 
majority vote last year, has called for a “thoughtful 
dialogue" with the "great American people." Reports 
last week that Senator Tom Lantos was planning to 
travel to Tehran as a special presidential envoy were 
not comprehensively denied. 

On the other hand, both presidents are hampered by 
powerful domestic interests that will try to thwart 
any rapprochement. Ayatollah Ali Khamenei went on 
national TV in Iran on Jan. 2 to warn that “some fac- 
tion.. .or even the government, has a tendency 
towards reconciliation with the West or America.” 
Clinton's ayatollahs have media access too. so this 
one is a long shot. 

6) ...if Iraq's Saddam Hussein meets bis demise this 
year? 

Not very' likely. Saddam Hussein is in fairly good 
beaith. He has been responsible for several million 
other Iraqis suffering early death, imprisonment, 
and/or torture (in a country with a total population of 
only 20 million), so he also faces some risk of being 
assassinated, but dozens have tried and dozens have 
failed. 

7) ...if China democratised? 

It won’t be fast or easy, and it may not succeed at 
all, but we may start to see movement on this front 
towards the end of 1988. 

There is a deep split between those leaders who 
believe that the party could liberalise, exploit the 
obedient rural vote to win a free election, and hang 
onto power for a generation, and those who think any 
relaxation of the "totalitarian controls means revolu- 
tion and disintegration. Nobody was going to rock 
the boat in the first 18-24 months after Deng Xiao- 
Ping’s death last February, but that period expires 
late this year. 

8) . ..if some major disease were eradicated? 

India conducted a mass immunisation programme 
last year to wipe out the last reservoirs of polio. If 
there are no new' polio cases in the world by the end 
of this year, it is probably extinct. 

On the other hand, a virulent new variant of 
influenza has appeared in Hong Kong, and there are 
alarming reports of some new kind of haemorrhagic 
fever in Kenya. 

9) ...if peace broke out in Sri Lanka, in Northern 

Ireland, and in Algeria? . 

Respectively: a small chance, a rapidly dwindling 
chance, and no chance at all. 

10) ...if Europe united? 

It will, at the end of this year. More precisely, about 
half of Europe’s population, living in the 15 members 
of the European Union, will adopt a common curren- 
cy next January 1st. Not quite the United States of 
Europe, but you can’t run a common currency for 
long without a single policy on most economic 
issues. The key step in the evolution of the Thirteen 
Colonies into the United States of America was the 
adoption of a common currency. 

The good news is that all the old European great 
powers (except Russia) will be included. The bad 
news is that ali the old European powers will be 
included, except Russia. 


WHERE TO GO THIS WEEKEND 

Trekking through Byzantine borderlands 


This feature is the third 
in a short series provid- 
ing information on the 
less frequented parts of 
the country. Geography 
teacher Richard Tanner 
guides the reader 
through the major 
points of interest. 

TAKE THE fast road past 
Zurqu and Mafraq and. 
just before the Jaber 
crossing into Syria, turn 
right for Sama, one of 
many Romano- Byzantine 
towns encircling Juba! Ai 
Arab. This old volcano 
rises to 1750 m.. provid- 
ing rainfall and runoff for 
the fertile lowlands and 
black basalt for building 
towns. Enjoy Suma’s 
Church of St. George and 
the fifth century towers 
before they are disman- 
tled. Continue 10 kilome- 
tres south-east for Umm 
es Surab and more 
Nabataean-Byzantine 
ruins. Another 10 kilome- 
tres brings you over Tra- 
jan's via Nova (113 AD) to 
Umm El Jimal. the largest 
and most complete of 
these places. Not impres- 
sive like Jerash, this was a 
working town and none- 
theless worth a couple of 
hours pottering round. 
Use local guides (former 
‘dig’ workers) or Bert de 
Vries' booklet to find the 
inscriptions in the ’Bar- 
racks, 1 the ‘Praetorium.’ 
the West Church and the 
enormous open reservoir 
(and covered cisterns) still 
used by the bedouins. The 
town remains more or less 
as the Umayyads left it 
after the 747 A.D. earth- 
quake shattered it and its 
trade routes, weakening 
their dynasty for the 
Abbasids to take control 
and re-locate from Dam- 
ascus to Baghdad. 

Every 10 kilometres east 
brings 5 another old ‘town: 
Sabah, Umm al Quttain 
with a complete church 
including its ashlar roof, 
Deir Al Kahf with its Fine 
Roman fort defending 
Diocletian’s outer frontier 
(late Third Century A.D.) 
If you’ve time, a four- 
wheel drive and a guide, 
continue to Jawa, one of 
the greatest walJed cities 
of the Early Bronze Age 
(4000 years old). But 
whenever you've had 
enough, head south, 
downhill off Jebel al Arab, 
to the main Baghdad road 
and turn right for the 
quick return to Mafraq. 

Go into the centre of this 
military town, which 
guards Jordan's northern 
frontier, to Find Al Fedein. 
a small ‘telF with mighty 
Iron Age towers surviving 
(S50 B.C.). Check the 
small museum for Greek, 
Nabataean and Roman 
artefacts. the twin- 
humped camel and mile- 
stones indicating past 
trade and travel. Find the 
small mosque (695 A.D.), 
early enough to have its 



mihrab in the shorter wall, 
the Fine stucco still 
attached (750 A.D.) and 
the hammam outside. 

Find the road west, over 
the Hijaz Railway, 
towards Rehab, an Arama- 
ic capital from the Iron 
Age. In the valley bottom 
lies a large reservoir or 
birket, dated to 62 A.D., 
which served a communi- 
ty with 16 churches. The 
’cathedral' remains, with 
a small Mamluk mosque 
inside, whilst a fine mosa- 
ic carpet covers the floor 
of a modest cement house 
nearby. 

Bearing right on the 
Jerash road brings you to 
the Zarqa-lrbid cross- 
roads, where you turn 
right (NW) for a few kilo- 
metres towards Irbid 
before a left has you climb 
into the bills for Dejaneh 
and Sa'ad. Settlers from 
Early Bronze through 
Ottoman times must have 
enjoyed its cooling 
breezes at 1000m. Turn 
left towards Nadera and 
stop on the hill by the 
Umayyad mosque which 
is almost collapsing onto 
the road. Beyond a Byzan- 
tine church is an enor- 
mous wine press with 6 
vats, tribute to the agricul- 
tural wealth once here in 
these hills. The area is 
now inhabited mostly by 
bedouins, some of whom 
live in the caves opposite: 
try their home-grown 
wheat bread if you can. 

Continue winding down 
through rounded hills to 
reach Nadera and the 
main road. Turn right 
towards Jerash and con- 
tinue winding down till 
the left turn has you run- 
ning alongside the 
Amman road which you 
eventually join. 

Reference: Bert de Vries, 
Umm El Jimal. Al Kutbu 
Guide. 1990. 
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Churches clash with German government 

over asylum policy 


who heads an ecumenical group in 
Cologne on church asylum policy. He 
said it was usually parish priests heavi- 
ly involved in social work who took 
the initiative of offering foreigners asy- 
lum in (heir churches. It was general- 
ly because they thought the government 
was “wrong” to expel refugees whom 
they had known and helped for several 
years, he said. 


selves from the government in a j< 
statement upholding their traditic 
right to offer asylum even when it v* 
against government policy. The l 
men then said chat since 1983, 2,: 
refugees or asylum-rejects had b 
given shelter by churches, and 70 
cent of them had seen their applicati 
for residence reexamined. 


’ft is not legal but it is legitimate from the point 
of view of our religious beliefs. 
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By Claire Gallen 

A gene e France Presse 

BONN — Churches in Germany are 
openly defying the government's tough 
policy on asylum-seekers by opening 
their doors to Kurds and other foreign- 
ers whose applications for asylum have 
been turned down. 

Just as the government is doing its 
best to prevent a new influx of Kurds 
from Turkey and Iraq via Italy, about 50 
Turkish Kurds are currently on a 
hunger strike at a Protestant church in 
Saarbrucken with the support of the 
clergy. 

The Johanneskirche in the western 
city near the French border, is one of 56 
Protestant and Catholic churches in 
Germany to have defied the authorities 
to provide assistance to rejected asy- 
lum-seekers. 

“It is not legal but it is legitimate 
from the point of view of our religious 
beliefs," said a parishioner of the 
Johanneskirche. where the hunger 
strike began on Friday. 

Today about 220 asylum-seekers, half 
of them Kurds from Turkey are being 
sheltered at German churches or 
monasteries, according to Martin Rapp 


Asylum in churches was almost non- 
existent in the 1980s, but it has become 
increasingly common since 1993 when 
the government toughened laws on 
asylum. 

“The law has become so restrictive 
that getting a positive response today 
is exceptional," said Rapp. He said the 
church attitude ’‘symbolises the short- 
comings of the state." 

On July 4, Msgr. Karl Lehmann, 
chairman of the Catholic Bishops Con- 
ference and Bishop Klaus Engelhardt. 
chairman of the Evangelical (Protes- 


Tbe interior ministry, meanwhile, said 
the practice of sheltering illegal aliens 
was “in no way acceptable." 

Ministry spokesman Roger Kiel said 
that taking in illegal aliens the church- 
es “are violating democratically estab- 
lished laws." Relations between the 
government and church authorities 
have deteriorated as a result of the fric- 
tion over asylum policy. 

“We are coming under pressure more 
and more, particularly from the state," 
said Rapp. He said the authorites were 
“reluctant to use the margins of 


manoeuvre" allowed under the Jaw, to 
provide illegal aliens with papers to 
stay in Germany. He spoke of “a score 
of judicial investigations launched last 
year against priests or parishioners." 

One recent example was the case of 
Pastor Christian Arndt in the northern 
city of Hamburg who was accused of 
being an accomplice of illegal immi- 
grants because he gave shelter to a Kur- 
dish family. 

Rapp also condemned police attempts 
to evict foreigners holed up in church 
property. 

“They began in September 1996. In 
1997, police tried four times to dis- 
lodge the refugees" from church build- 
ings. In September, a Kurdish family 
was forcibly removed from a Protes- 
tant parish where they had been staying 
and sent back to Istanbul." Rapp said. 
The attitude of the churches is not 
always well perceived by the public as 
demonstrated by an attempt in June to 
bum down a church in Luebeck, north- 
ern Germany. The building was daubed 
with Nazi swastikas and the message: 
“Harig, we’ll get you," addressed to 
the parish priest who had given refuge 
to an Algerian family. 
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Palestinians warn that economic Iran takes steps 
crisis threatens peace process t0 rescue ailing 

BEIRUT (AFP) — The “calculated Israeli National Authority last year from $1.3 bil- non-oil exports 
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BEIRUT (AFP) — The 
Palestinian economy is 
going through a severe 
recession which threat- 
ens even the slim 
chances of a revival in 
the peace process, a top 
Palestinian official said. 

Planning Minister and 
chief Palestinian nego- 
tiator Nabil Shaath 
blamed the recession 
“which has reached an 
extremely dangerous 
threshold" on the'nega- 
tive effects of a deterio- 
ration in security and the 


“calculated Israeli 

delay" in implementing 
signed peace accords. 

A continued economic 
downslide “threatens ... 
the destruction of the 
rare chances available 
for the continuation of 
the peace proces.” Dr. 
Shaath told Saudi Arabi- 
an newspaper AI Shark 
A1 Awsat. 

Dr. Shaath also criti- 
cised donor countries for 
failing to honour their 
commitments to Yasser 
Arafat’s Palestinian 


National Authority 
which has only received 
60 per cent of promised 
funds, with $600 million 
owed for 1994 and 1995. 

“The Israeli restric- 
tions on the movement 
of people and the pro- 
longing and repeated 
blockade of the Palestin- 
ian territories by Israel 
has led to losses of $2.S 
billion over the last four 
years," Dr. Shaath said. 

External Palestinian 
trade has suffered, 
plunging to $631 million 


last year from $1.3 bil- 
lion in 1992, while the 
budget deficit is running 
at $352.2 million, he 
said. 

The Israeli restrictions 
“are also forcing private 
investors to withdraw 
from the Palestinian ter- 
ritories." while bank 
deposits totalling almost 
$2.5 billion have been 
moved abroad because 
of the lack of financial 
markets in the territo- 
ries. 


U.S. must be vigilant on inflation — OECD 


PARIS (AFP) — The U.S. 
economy is likely to 
remain strong, but the 
authorities need to keep a 
close watch on a possible 
rise in inflation, the 
Organisation for Econom- 
ic Cooperation and Devel- 
opment (OECD) has said. 

The United States, along 
with Britain and Canada, 
“need to be vigilant to the 
possibility that inflation 
could soon rise.” the 
OECD said in its six- 
monthly economic out- 
look report. 

It forecast U.S. inflation 
at 2.0 per cent this year, 
falling to 1.9 per cent in 
1 998 but then rising to 2.2 
per cent in 1999. 

“At this stage it still 


remains unclear whether 
recent developments 

reflect fundamental 

changes in the economy as 
opposed to temporarily 
favourable factors, such as 
an appreciating dollar and 
falling import prices,” the 
report said. 

“It is dear, however, that 
the current expansion is 
putting increasing pres- 
sure on the labour market 

“Unless weakness in 
export markets in Asia and 
volatility in equity prices 
slow the pace of activity 
to a more sustainable rate 
very soon, some monetary 
policy tightening would 
be both prudent and desir- 
able." 

Despite the Asian finan- 


cial crisis, U.S. economic 
growth “while decelerat- 
ing somewhat should 
remain close to potential 
rates,” the OECD said. 

It forecast gross domes- 
tic product growth of 3.8 
per cent this year, slowing 
to 2.7 per cent in 199S and 
1.9 percent in 1999. com- 
pared with a 1998 forecast 
of 2.8 per cent growth 
only a month ago. 

However, if demand 
slows on its own as con- 
sumers raise savings, and 
the fallout from the Asian 
crisis is worse than pro- 
jected, the U.S. economy 
may slow enough on its 
own to remove the need 
for further raises in inter- 
est rates, the OECD said. 


If, on the other hand, 
“unsustainable" growth 
continues — although this 
scenario is “less likely” — 
“substantial wage and 
price inflation could 
emerge as the unemploy- 
ment rate heads lower, and 
the monetary authorities 
would have to raise inter- 
est rates more forcefully, 
slowing the economy 
sharply.” 

The OECD sees unem- 
ployment remaining at rel- 
atively low levels, but ris- 
ing to 5.0 per cent in 1999 
after falling to 4.7 per cent 
next year from 5.0 per 
cent in 1997. 


Africa showing signs of economic renewal — ILO 


GENEVA (AFP) — Sub- 
Saharan Africa is begin- 
ning to show signs that an 
economic renewal is 
under way after two 
decades of political and 
economic crises, two U.N. 
organisations said in a 
report published Monday. 

The report' compiled by 
the International Labour 
Organisation : *(TbO)‘ and 
the U.N. Development 
Programme (UNDP) said 
that economic growth had 
stayed ahead of popula- 
tion growth in 33 coun- 
tries in recent years. 

Overall economic 
growth for the region, the 
world's poorest, improved 
from 1.9 per cent in 1994 
to 3.7 percent in 1995. the 
latest year for which exact 
figures are available, said 
the report, entitled “Jobs 
for Africa." 

Gross domestic product 
(GDP) grew seven per 
cent or more from 1992 to 
1995 in five countries: 
Equatorial Guinea. 


Lesotho. Mozambique, 
Sudan and Uganda, the 
report said. 

Five others enjoyed 
growth rates of between 
four and five per cent: 
Ethiopia, Ghana. Maurita- 
nia. Mauritius and the 
Seychelles, while gains^f 
three to' four percent -were, 
recorded in „ ; Benin v . 
Botswana, Cape VerdeT' 
Guinea. Guinea-Bissau, 
Mali. Namibia and Tanza- 
nia. 

Growth was more mod- 
est but still positive in 17 
other countries, the report 
said, adding that eight 
economies shrank — 
those of Angola. Burundi. 
Cameroon, Congo, 
Gabon. Rwanda, Sierra 
Leone and Zambia. 

The report warned, how- 
ever. that the recent gains 
could be easily reversed, 
for example if “the devel- 
opment of productive 
employment (does not 
keep) pace with the 
increased labour supply.” 


Between 1997 and 2010. 
the annual growth of 
Africa’s work force is 
expected to reach 2.94 per 
cent. Sub-Saharan Africa 
must create nearly nine 
million jobs each year to 
keep up with population 
,grpwth. the report says. 

The. ILO and LINDP 
attributed the largely posi- 
tive economic picture to a 
growth in internal invest- 
ment as well as increased 
direct foreign investment, 
hikes in the prices of raw 
materials and agricultural 
products such as cocoa, 
coffee and cotton and a 
general improvement in 
sub-Saharan Africa's agri- 
cultural sector. 

The continent has also 
benefited from a rise in 
European demand for its 
manufactured products, 
the development of entre- 
preneurialism and 

increased productivity, as 
well as a resurgence of 
interest within the 
international community 


in African development. 

The report urged debt 
reduction for 29 countries 
with low export revenues 
in a region in which debt 
servicing represents some 
four per cent of overall 
GDP. 

The ILO said this factor 
should be cut' in half to^ 
free up funds for produc-' 
tive investment. 

According to U.N. esti- 
mates. the region is the 
only one in the world in 
which the proportion of 
the population living 
below the poverty line 
will increase between now 
and 2000, from 48 to 50 
per cent. About half of the 
population currently lives 
on less than a dollar a day. 

Urban unemployment 
has doubled over the past 
15 years, topping 20 per 
cent, according to official 
figures, which project a 
rate as high as 30 per cent 
by the end of the 1990s. 


TEHRAN (AFP) — The 
Iranian government said 
Tuesday it has taken dra- 
matic steps to rescue the 
country's stagnant non-oil 
exports, which ■ are being 
strangled by red tape. 

Customs chief Mehdi 
Karbasian said customs 
procedures had been 
reduced to minimum and 
that it would take a maxi- 
mum of one day for 
exporters to obtain an exit 
clearance. 

Mr. Karbasian, who was 
appointed under the new 
government in August, said 
exports procedures had 
been automated and would 
no longer be subject to reg- 
ulations from the central 
bank and various min- 
istries. 

He also promised to reor- 
ganise affairs at trade cen- 
tres along borders with 
neighbouring countries and 
to make local customs offi- 
cials to treat exporters and 
passengers with greater 
respect. 

Iran’s customs have been 
in a shambles and plagued 
with corruption for years. 
Passengers and traders 
complain frequently about 
the chaos and strict govern- 
ment regulations, which are 
often arbitrary and subject 
to erratic changes. 

The result has been a 
sharp drop in non-oil 
exports which has in turn 
led to a crisis in the indus- 
trial and agricultural sec- 
tors. 

The troubles began when 
the authorities intervened - 
in May 1995 to curb 
exports in a bid to ensure 
repatriation of foreign earn- 
ings. \ 

Problems mounted as 
businesses found them- 
selves unable to sell their 
goods abroad, a situation 
that threatened to bankrupt 
many industrial and agri- 
cultural units, notably in 


the vital carpet sector, 
which is the second source 
of hard currency after oil. 

The new government of 
President Mohammad 
Khatami has pledged to 
boost non-oil exports in 
line with goals to ease 
dependence on oil rev- 
enues. which generate 80 
per cent of Iran’s hard cur- 
rency earnings. 

Officials and experts fre- 
quently warn that overre- 
liance on the dwindling oil 
reserves could lead to trag- 
ic consequences as the 
country's population con- 
tinues to swell. 

Mr. Karbasian said 
around $2.2 billion of non- 
oil goods had been export- 
ed during the nine months 
lo December, an increase of 
just 0.6 per cent from the 
same period in 1996. 

The figure is far from the 
ambitious $5 billion a year 
in non -oil exports predicted 
for the second five-year 
development plan to the 
year 2000. 

He said agricultural 
exports had fallen dramati- 
cally. notably pistachios, 
which dropped by 57 per 
cent mainly because of an 
EU ban on Iranian nut 
imports late last year. 

Mr. Karbasian put rev- 
enues from carpet exports 
at $470 million, a fraction 
of the $1.8 billion reached 
during the boom year of 
1974 before the latest regu- 
lations were- imposed. 

In return. Iranian imports 
totalled $12.8 billion, of 
which $7.7 billion came 
from European Union (EU) 
countries, particularly Ger- 
many. 

Iran sharply curbed 
•imports three years ago to 
save hard currency to repay 
foreign debts of around $30 
billion ‘built- up during 'a'" 
spending spree on bor- 
rowed money in the early 
1990s. 


Egypt’s foreign debt drops 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt 
has slashed its foreign debt 
by $6 billion over the past 
two fiscal years to $26.9 
billion at the end of Sep- 
tember, Prime Minister 
Kamal AI Ganzouri has 
said. 

“Egypt's foreign debt 
declined from $33 billion 
during the 1994-95 finan- 
cial year to $26.9 billion 
on Sept. 30." the govern- 
ment newspaper AI Akhbar 


quoted Dr. Ganzouri as 
saying. 

Most of Egypt's foreign 
loans are “medium or 
short-term and repayable 
until 2026.“ he said. 

The government created 
a million jobs in financial 
1 996-97 “which brought 
the number of employed 
people to 15.8 million" 
and “reduced the unem- 
ployment rate to eight per 
cent," he added. 


HOROSCOPE 




By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Don’t be tote for work today. 
There's more at risk than you realise. Your boss is watching, wish 
the idea of giving you a raise. If you're not employed, it's ^ 
older person with a gift for you. If you're the boss, it could be a 
major client with a new assignment. So change your breakfast 
date to dinner. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Something you and your 
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sweetheart want to do costs too much. This will inspire you to be 

more creative. In feet, nothing's going to stop you. You and your 
true love are going to make magnificent things happen. All you 
have to do is get a couple oF measly little obstacles out of the 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Put practical considerations 
That's the theme through the middle of this week Now that you 
know ahead of time, it won't be so dreadful io bear. The pres- 
sure’s going to be awful today, especially around lunch time. 
You might have to postpone a date and work instead. You bate it 
when that happens, but be a good sport. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21)This is a good day to makea 
shrewd financial deal. Someone close to you will get the oppor- 
tunity first. You need to listen in on the grapevine to find out 
what's happening. Let people know what you need, too. Seme- 
body might have the veiy thing and want to get rid of it quickly. 
Don't be a loner today. You'll benefit more by participating 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Don’t bother to make a lunch dale. 
Your boss or some other older person has a new assignment right 
around then. If you want the big promotion, comply as soon as 
possible. Schedule your date for dinner. A surprising situation 
could lead to interesting developments. Meet in a place where 
you can talk freely. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You're calm and sure of 
what you’re doing. There's something about your attitude that 
makes other people more confident in you. This is important. In 
fact, it’ll make the difference today between success and failure. 
A project you're woddng on tonight could get botched up, so 
call it quits early. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) This is a good day k> 
shop. First, let people know what you’re looking for. and you 
might find it through the grapevine. The more people you talk ta 
the more likely you are to succeed. Don't take a financial risk 
tonight, however. The odds of success then are slim. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 2 1 ) You and your partner 
can't agree on a domestic issue. The more you talk about it, the 
more tangled up you geL You might even want to break up. That 
would be a mistake. Today your true feelings will get out, and 
you may discover you have more in common than yon realised 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 ) What you're 
reading and what's happening don't seem to agree. You may 
struggle with this all day, but don't despair. That was not tins 
wasted. It was you filling your meraoiy banks fell of the neces- 
sary data. The solution to the problem should pop out right 
around dinnertime. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to -January 20)-Money s k little] 
tight today. Luckily, you have plenty of loye to take;kSiplace. 
You could have both. The challenge is to figure out how. and you 
may have the answer. It’s something is bugging you to finish. 
Stop resisting and simply take a leap of faith. You may find 
another hidden talent you haven’t tapped yeL 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Insider information 
can help you make an excellent deal today. You could get whs 
you need wholesale, or somebody you know wants to sell the 
very thing you want to buy. So, shop the grapevine first fora 
domestic item. Meanwhile, if you're having trouble getting wftf 
you want in love, don't despair. It’s a temporary condition. 

PISCES: (FdMiiaiy 20 to March 20) Your life should be easier 
today. You're wise enough to ask a partner to help you gel orean- 
ised. He or she will take this as a compliment, and you will p 
the benefit of expert advice. Something you Jeam tonight ctwW 
conflict with something you already know. Don't try to figure k 
oul Just use whatever works. 

Birthstone of January: Garnet — Rose Quartz 


THE Ddlly Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 

ACROSS 
1 Florida port 
6 Permission slip 
10 Weakling 

14 Cognizant 

15 Notion 

16 Solo at the Met 

17 Doing harm to 

■■■■■ muuu ana 
nnnnu nn 
nn ■■■■ ■■■■■ 

Eannncamn eieihh 


IS Filmmaker 
Reifenstahl 

20 Scraped (by) 

21 Pick players 

22 Ford flop 

23 Prepares a new 


25 Comparative 


27 Folk-singer Phil 

28 Copy: abbr. 

29 Wham 

32 SE Asian 

language 
34 Widespread 
36 Aid in wrong- 


37 Showplace 
39 Adam's 

By Roger Jurgovan 

grandson 

Potomac, MO 

39 Aging 


41 Phenomenon 

4 Make an 

42 President 

assertion 

before DDE 

5 U.S. troops, in 

43 Human 

WWI 

parasites 

6 Printers' 

44 LI quadrupled 

measures 

45 Take cover 

7 Fruit drinks 

46 Discontinued 

8 Feeling 

49 in on 

9 Tended tots 

(tracked) 

10 Ralph 


mothering 

54 Lowest parts of 
small intestines 

55 Pinnacle 

56 Doing good to 
others 

58 Entrance 

59 Machu Prccbu 
honcho 

60 Pound piece 

61 Snowmobile 

62 Staunch 

63 Yucatan you 

DOWN 

1 Lion's master 

2 Get up! 

3 Wishing harm 
to others 


11 Angry states 

12 Bonanza, e.g. 

13 Jack's tote 
18 Chills 

22 Singer James 
24 Reticent 
26 Hindu deity 

28 Peace goddess 

29 Wishing good 
toothers 

30 Unk. author 

31 _ Helens, WA 

32 Meal mixture 

33 Burrows and 
Fortas 

34 First example 

35 OW Testameni 
book 

37 LSD, to users 


Huaua □□□□ 13HEJ0 

□□□□□ □□□□ 0000 

□Lina □□□ □□□□□□ 
nonmunn 

□□□□□□□□□□HE 

D0D0D0 □□□ 0Q0 

0E30E30 CIQtS 00000 
000 nnn 000000 
0000Q0000D00 
□00Q0E30 00D 
000000 □□□ 11000 
00DO000H0000D0D 
□000 0000 OU0D0 
0000 0000 HBH0B 


(Q1M7 inn mm ! 
N4gn»m*»«L 


40 Lost it on ice 

41 Collector's 
French coin 

44 Childs 
profession 

45 Jinxed 

46 Fulton's power 

47 Put up a 
stockade 


48 Destined 

49 Old crones 

50 Iridescent 
stone 

51 Allot 
53 Single 

occurrence 

56 Again, in music 

57 Valuable note 
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Five-year plan likely to be launched by mid-year 
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** JORDAN IS expected to launch by 
mid-year an economic and .social develop- 
ment plan that envisions a free trade zone 
by 2001, a planning ministry official has 
said. 

The plan will outline Jordan's efforts "to 
move toward economic liberalisation ... 
under the partnership agreement conclud- 
ed with the European Union tEUi last 
November." said Yousef Mansour, direc- 
tor of the ministry’s technical department. 

The agreement with the EU is aimed at 
progressively setting up a free-trade zone 
between Jordan and the 15-nation bloc. 


Such a zone would be a major challenge 
for the country's infant industries that 
have long relied on protectionist policies. 

The 1998-20)2 plan also will tackle 
regional cooperation and such issues as 
the 30 per cent of Jordanians living in 
poverty and the 15 per cent unemploy- 
ment rate. Dr. Mansour said. 

Jordan last year issued a law aimed at 
promoting the country’s economy and 
encouraging more direct foreign invest- 
ment, allowing 100 percent foreign equi- 
ty ownership in sis key economic sectors. 


Higher revenue from tourism expected this year 
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to October 7 


** JORDAN EXPECTS a further rise in 
tourism revenues in 1998, following on 
from the increase in tourists last year, a 
tourism ministry' official has said. 

A total of 1.052 million tourists visited 
the Kingdom during January-November 
1997, an increase of 0.59 per cent over the 
1996 Figures, said the official, who 
declined to be named. 

The country earned $800 million from 
tourists .in 1997. Tourism is the second 


I*? S” ; 5 ; 


largest earner of foreign exchange after 
phosphates, accounting for 1 1 per cent of 
its gross domestic product, the official 
said. 

The official said the number of tourists 
was bound to rise in 1998 owing to the 
country’s attractions and recreational sites. 

Arab states were the main source of 
tourists, numbering 596,100 persons in 
1997. followed by 1 1 6,000 from Israel, 
and about 1 00.000 from the United Slates. 
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f V: ' Currency . 

USD 

'DEM 

GBP 

. CHF 

JPY 

CAD 

ITL 

NLG 

FRF 

;s Hucceeu. • 



US DoUar 

- 

1.8222 

0.6136 

1.4772 

13340 

1.4311 

1789.91 

2.0527 

6.0984 

1' Oi i-j.-j. , 



DE Mark 

0.6488 

- 

0.3365 

0.8103 

73.26 

0.7861 

982.06 

1.1270 

3.3468 




GB Sterling 

1.6300 

2J703 

- 

2.4069 

217.34 

2.3327 

2916.84 

3.3467 

9.9380 

0 Ni.s _ 



CH Franc 

0.6770 

123.29 

0.4150 

- 

90.39 

0.9687 

1211.53 

139.01 

4.1278 

i.-.-uc. 1 7-.j 



JP Yen 

0.0076 

1.3639 

0.4892 

1.1063 

- 

1.0714 

13.40 

153.80 

4.5670 
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CA DoUar 

0.6988 

1.2632 

0.42 59 

1.0260 

1.07 

- 

1244.05 

1.4232 

4.2271 
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IT Lira 

0.0006 

1.0171 

0.3424 

0.0824 

1342.82 

0.7988 

- 

11.47 

3.4063 

tC nii-r- . ■ ■ 



NL Guilder 

04872 

88.70 

0.2985 

71.89 

64.94 

0.6965 

871.11 

- 

2.9688 

■ ■%- 



FR Franc 

0.1640 

0.2986 

0.1005 

24.1976 

21.86 

0.2345 

33.67 

33.6700 

- 




Currency .7 USD . 
US Dollar 

Jordan Dinar 1.4104 
Saudi Riyal 0.2666 

Bahrain Dinar 2.65 
Qatar Dinar 0.Z747 
Kuwait DinSr 3^760’ 
Emirates Dinar 0.2723 
LebaneseflQOO 0.66 
Egy ptian 0.2944 

Energy 

<Mte'vl Last frreyfow 
Brent 15.32 15.47 

W. Texas 16.82 15.92 

Bonny 15.32 15.47 

Dubai 13.99 14.52 

UL Gas 167.00 168.00 


Middle Eastern Currencies 


9.9477 
I -1.0302 
12.2860 
1.0211 
2.4641 
1.1040 


Currency 
SA Riyal 
AE Dirham 
KW Dinar 
BH Dinar 
CY Pound 


AEO 

LBP EGP 

3.6728 

1522.00 3.3970 

6.1803 

2146.69 4.7912 

0.98 

405.83 0.9058 

9.74 

4037.14 9.0105 

1.01 

448.07 0.9331 

12103 

4986.08 - 0.9331 

- 1 

414.40 0.9249 

2.4131 

2.2319 

1.0812 

448.06 


GBP 

CHF 

JPY 

0.16363 

0.39386 

36.61 

0.16708 

0.40217 

36.3623 

2.01045 

4.83793 

437/446 

1.6276 

3.91 BS 

354.233 

1.1468 

2.7603 

249.552 
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Metal Prices 

• .Metal ■. “ Bid 

Gold (OZ'S) 282.! 
Sliver (os’s) 6.14 
Platinum (oz’s) 358.! 
AL (3 Months] 1493 
CU (3 Months) 1684 
Zinc (3 Months) 1073 

Lead {3 Months) 556 
N1 {3 Months) 5860 


" Bid Offer 

2B2-5 283 

6.14 6.17 

358.5 360.5 

1493 1496 

1684 1687 

1073 1078 


5860 6880 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 

Period! ^1- 1-3- -S- -9- -1-7 

Cncy Month Months Months Months Year 
USD 5.63 5.62 5.62 5.62 6.65 

GBP 7.38 7.38 7.38 7.38 7.33 

JPY 0.42 0.34 0.34 0.31 0.43 

DEM 3.25 3.34 3.46 3.56 3.65 

FRF 3.45 4.35 3.B1 3.78 3.88 

CHF 0.93 1-37 1.50 1.43 1.68 

ITL 6.00 6.85 5.54 6-27 5.06 
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Main Equity Indices 
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„ Bourse' 

NeWYork 

Newyork 

London 

Tokyo 

Paris 

Frankfurt 


commodity 
Coffee je/Tbsf 
Cocoa ($/ton) 
Sugar (S/ton) 
Wheat (S/ton) 
Soya (ciibs) 
Tea (stg/kg) 
Barley (S/bsh) 
Wee (S/ton) 


Index . 

DOW JONES 
S&P 500 
FT-SE 100 
NIKKiE 225 
CAC40 
PAX 

Energy 
••• Last. 

174.76 
1629 
298 J2 
106 
24.79 
165 
0 


Value 

7913.48 

968.16 

5248.9 
14896.4 

3032.09 
4352.63 


Dettvery 

Spot 

Spot 

Spot 

Spat 

Spot 

Spot 

Spot 

Spot 


-0.82 797B.25 

-0.91 977.07 

-0.26 5266.5 

-0.4 15066.7 

-1.33 3055.02 

-0.73 4377.48 


LOW- PrCjs 
7899.03 7978.99 
967.37 977.07 

6220.8 6262.5 

14714.1 14956.8 
3025.22 3072.84 
4349.44 4384.81 


JOD Cross 
Cunvncy~ 
US Dollar 
GB Sterling 
DE Mark 
CH Franc 
FR Franc 
JP Yen 
NL Guilder 
IT Lira 

Source: deni 


Rates 
” Buy 
0.708 
1.1506 
0.3864 
04764 
0.1154 
0.6296 
0.3428 
04932 
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Fiore urges higher economic and trade 
cooperation between Italy and Jordan 


By Mahmoud Masharqa 

Special to the Jordan Tuiiex 

AMMAN — An Italian 
trade official has expressed 
his country's hopes that the 
recently concluded Jordan- 
ian- European association 
agreement will open the 
way for Jordan and Italy to 
further bolster their eco- 
nomic and trade relations. 

Ferdinando Fiore, director 
of the Amman-based Italian 
Institute for Foreign Trade 
told the Jordan Times that 
although Italy is the second 
largest trade partner for Jor- 
dan after Germany, Rome 
aspires for greater and 
stronger trade links with the 
Kingdom. 

He said that Jordan's 
exports to Italy in 1996 were 
worth $28.4 million while 
Italy's expons to the King- 
dom that year amounted to 
$253.3 million. 

Dr. Fiore urged Jordanian 


and Italian businessmen to 
help adjust the balance of 
trade and launch joint ven- 
tures to help market Jordan- 
ian products in Italy. 

Italian consumers are 
unaware of the high quality 
of Jordanian products, noted 
Dr. Fiore adding that the 
institute in Amman hopes to 
promote trade exchanges 
and increase Jordan's 
exports to Italy. 

“The opening of the insti- 
tute in Amman came upon 
the request of HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan during his 
visit to Italy in 1993 when he 
met Italian officials at the 
ministry of foreign trade to 
discuss trade exchanges,” 
Dr. Fiore said. 

He indicated that his office 
aims at promoting industrial 
and trade cooperation 
between Jordan and Italy 
and opening new channels 
for marketing Jordanian 
goods in Italian markets. 


Dr. Fiore pointed out that 
his office is facilitating con- 
tacts between companies 
and institutions in Italy and 
Jordan and organising semi- 
nars and arranging for visits 
of Italian industrialists and 
investors to the Kingdom. 

According to Dr. Fiore, his 
office organised a training 
course for Jordanians in 
Italy where they visited Ital- 
ian firms and familiarised 
themselves with the latest 
Italian technology. 

Dr. Fiore said in the first 
few months of J99S his 
office will organise a four 
day workshop for nine Jor- 
danian firms in the Italian 
city of Bologna where they 
can inspect "the process of 
packaging and processing 
foodstuffs, inspect marble 
and aluminium industrial 
processes and other indus- 
tries. 

Dr. Fiore said he expected 
a delegation of Italian busi- 


nessmen to visit Jordan in 
the coming few months in 
order to meet with their Jor- 
danian counterparts and 
discuss joint ventures and 
trading, especially of equip- 
ment and furniture used in 
hotels in view of the King- 
dom's growing interest in 
the tourism industry. 

Referring to the Jordan- 
i an- European association 

agreement signed last 
November. Dr. Fiore said it 
is bound to open wider 
scopes of cooperation and 
boost trade to benefit not 
only European but rather 
Jordanian businesses. 

He said though the Jordan- 
ian businesses would not be 
able to cope with the Euro- 
pean industries at first, they 
can and will benefit a great 
deal from- European exper- 
tise and technology which 
they can employ in the 
Kingdom. 


Japan’s brokerage industry loses 30% of workforce 


TOKYO (AFP! — The 
workforce in Japan’s securi- 
ties industry has plunged 30 
per cent over the past six 
years following the collapse 
of the speculative “Bubble 
economy” boom, a private 
research institute has said. 


Teikoku Databank said the 
number of employees at 100 
regular members of the 
Tokyo Stock Exchange 
(TSE) totalled some 95,000 
at the end of September, a 
decrease of 4 1,000 from the 
peak year of 1991. 


Combined operating rev- 
enues of the 100 companies 
came to 2.063.8 billion yen 
(S16 billion ) at the end of 
the year to March last year, 
down 46.8 percenr from the 
end of March 1 990, Teikoku 
Databank said. 


Two of Japan's top 10 bro- 
kerage houses — Yamaichi 
Securities Co. Ltd. and 
Sanyo Securities Co. Ltd. 
collapsed in November, 
affecting the combined 
emoployees of some 10.000. 


More U.S. households getting PCs — survey 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Some 43 per cent of U.S. 
households have personal 
computers (PCs), and 10.2 
per cent plan to get them in 
the next six months, says a 
poll by the market research 
firm Dataquest. 

A year go, 35 per cent of 


U.S. households had PCs, 
the company said in a state- 
ment. 

The survey, conducted 
between October and 
November, concludes that 
the main reasons U.S. resi- 
dents are buying computers 
is access to the Internet and 


their children’s education. 

A fall in the price of PCs. 
especially the arrival of mul- 
timedia machines for less 
than $1,000, also pushed up 
sales, the company said. 

“Few of the PCs being 
purchased by consumers 
today have a price above 


$2,000.” Dataquest said. 
Another market research 
company. International Data 
Corporation, said strong PC 
sales in the United States 
and outside Asia during the 
fourth quarter would com- 
-pensate for weakness in the 
Asian market. 
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PAST l? MONTHS COMPANY ■ 5 NAME 

P / E 

orv. 

NO. 

NO. OF 

VALxte 

OPEN 

HIGH LOW’ 



OF 

TRAMS. 

SHARES 

TRADED. 

JO 

PRICE 


346.000 260.000 ARAB BANK 14.9 

2.340 1.680 JOE. NATIONAL BK. E 

3.540 1.670 BANK OP JORDAN 5.3 

1.300 .1190 MIC. EAST INV.BK- B0. 8 

2.6R0 1.650 INDUSTRIAL DEV.BK. 10-3 

5.JOO 4.610 THE HOUSING BE. IS- 7 

4.160 1.850 JOB. KUWAIT BANK 10.8 

.980 .620 JOB. GULF BANK 3.9 

4-050 2.250 JOB. ISLAMIC BANK 11.6 

BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 230.82 *CHG: 

2.100 1-590 JOB FRENCH INSUR. 5.B 

INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 123-2Q *CHC: 


323.00 

1.78 

1.76 

1.3d 

1.70 

5.25 

1.99 

.66 

2.30 


■0-08 

7.35 

•0,33 


2.04 .07+ 


2.05Q 

1.550 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

9.3 

5.18 

1.550 

.930 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

9 

0.00 

1.600 

1.150 

MID. EAST HOTELS 

18.9 

0.00 

4. DUO 

2.H9D 

ARAB INTL. INV.EDUC. 

10.3 

0.00 

1.050 

.740 

JORDAN EXPAT. INV. 

9 

0.00 

1.040 

.900 

ZARKA EDUCATION 

9 

0.00 

2.230 

1.630 

UNIFIED OO. 

B.O 

6.51 


SERVICE 

SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 117 

18 *CHG« 

+0.20 

33 

4.450 

.■.750 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

20.5 

3.62 

17 

4.140 

3.050 

JOR. PHOSPHATE MINES 

10.1 

2.74 

1 

7.050 

5.570 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

14.6 

3.19 

2 

11.160 

4.200 

JOR. PETROL. REF I NARY 

10.1 

B. 56 

8 

2.890 

1.330 

INDUSTRIAL COMM. AGP. 

9 

0.00 

3 

4.700 

3.440 

ARAB PHARM. KANF. 

11.7 

TT5 

30 

3.650 

2.220 

ARAB ALUM. IND. 

5.6 

10.42 

3 

.650 

.440 

LIVESTOCK G POULTRY 

9.5 

0.00 

4 

1.150 

.370 

I NTERMED . PETRQ . CHEM . 

9 

0.00 

14 

.830 

.530 

JOR. RULPHO-CKEH 

9 

0.00 

29 

1 .BOO 

.820 

UNIV. MOON. INDS. 

P 

.25 

10 

1.410 

.690 

JOR . INDS . RESOURCES 

9.4 

14.29 

6 

.960 

.810 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

16.5 

0.00 

3 

1.970 

1.J40 

EL -ZAY READY WEAR 

51.7 

0.00 

1 

1.310 

1.080 

INTL. TOBACCO 

6.5 

0.00 

2 

1.200 

.860 

UNION CH. G VEG. 

44.1 

0.00 

1 

.810 

.710 

JORDAN STEEL 

32.6 

6.94 

4 

.840 

.570 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.6 

16.13 

10 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS 


GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 113. 5B *CHC: -1 


INDEX: 167.62 'CMC: -0.56 


234 443207 
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JOR. TRADE FAC. 

UNION 1NV. 50* 

ARAB PIN. INVEST. 
AL-DAWL1 YAH 75* 

ARAB JOR. INVEST. CO. 
ARAB INTL.INV.TRD. 
NATL . KULT . ENG . N AM I CO 
UNION TOBACCO 75* 
RAZI PHARM. 

INDS.. ENG. 

INDS. CERAMIC 
ADVANCED PHARMA. IND. 
NATL. POULTRY 
NAT. ALUMINIUM. 75* 
ARAB I NT. FOOD FACT. 
NUTRIDAR 75* 


Dubai’s 
gold trade 
hits record 
in 1997 


DUBAI (AFP) — Dubai 
remained the world's top gold 
trading centre in 1997 as a 
surge in regional demand 
boosted imports of the pre- 
cious metal to an all-time high- 
officials said Tuesday. 

Gold purchases by the 
Gulf's main commercial cen- 
tre jumped by nearly S5 per 
cent to an estimated 650 
tonnes in 1997 from 350 
tonnes in 1996. according to 
World Gold Council fWGC) 
figures. 

Imports could reach 1.000 
tonnes by the turn of the centu- 
ry. the WGC estimates. 

“The main reason for this 
large increase is a surge in 
demand in India and other 
countries in the Middle Eosl” 
said Muad BarokaL director of 
the WGC’s planning and 
financing department for the 
Middle East and India. 

“The surge in consumption 
was caused by easing of 
restrictions on gold imports by 
India, the decline in gold 
prices, cuts in customs tariffs 
in other countries, and high oil 
prices.” he told .AFP from his 
Dubai office. 

India, the world's biggest 
gold market, recorded a sharp 
growth in gold consumption in 
1997 to more than 700 tonnes 
from 508 tonnes following a 
series of government moves to 
facilitate gold imports. 

In October. India permitted 
some banks and companies to 
import gold directly instead of 
buying through dealers. The 
decision combined with the 
marriage season and a good 
harvest in the world's second 
most populous nation to push 
demand to an all-time high, the 
WGC said. 

The surge in Dubai’s gold 
imports means that Dubai has 
by far overtaken Singapore as 
the world’s top gold business 
centre. 

Around 80 per cent of 
India's gold imports come 
from Dubai, which is also a 
key exporter to Pakistan. 
Egypt and Saudi Arabia. 

Barakat said Egypt had 
emerged as a major new mar- 
ket for Dubai's gold sales, 
importing between five and 10 
tonnes in 1997. 

The imports are set to 
increase after Cairo's decision 
last year to slash duties on bul- 
lion imports from 10 per cent 
to one per cent, and tariffs on 
jewellery imports from 55 to 
35 per cent, he said. 

In Saudi Arabia, the largest 
gold consumer in the Middle 
East, demand rose to around 
200 tonnes from 185 tonnes in 
1996 mainly because of cheap- 
er gold and high oil prices. 

"In the Arab World as a 
whole, gold consumption 
increased by around 20 per 
cent last year while the com- 
bined demand in the Middle 
East. Turkey and India soared 
by more than 35 per cent.” 
Barakat said. 

“These factors naturally 
affected the gold trade in 
Dubai as die bulk of its imports 
of this metal are reexported.” 
WGC's projections showed 
Dubai's gold imports could 
reach 1.000 tonnes in 2000 as 
more countries liberalise their 
economies, and Dubai is 
expected to remain a reliable 
source of supplies. 

According to A1 Bay an 
newspaper, the value of such 
imports is estimated to reach 
nearly 38 billion dirhams 
<$I0.3 billion ) in 2000 from 
24.7 billion dirhams ($6.7 bil- 
lion ) in 1997. 













Olympic torch relay heads 
off for Nagano 


TOKYO (AFP) — A nationwide relay 
started Tuesday to cany the Olympic 
flame to Nagano, just about one month 
before the central Japanese city hosts 
the last Winter Games of the century. 

Some 7.000 people including 
celebrities are to join the relay and 
carry the symbolic flame, which 
arrived in Tokyo late last month after 
being lit at Olympia, the ancient birth- 
place of the Olympic Games, on 
December 19. 

Relay runners are to follow three 
separate routes across the nation, cov- 
ering a combined 1.150 kilometers 
through all of Japan's 47 prefectures 
before coming together again at 
Nagano. 

The 1 8th Winter Olympics, the sec- 
ond to be held in Asia after the 1972 
Games in the Japanese city of 
Sapporo, is to begin on February 7. It 
is expected to be the largest ever win- 
ter competition with a record entiy. 

Carrying the silver-coloured torch. 
16- year-old high school student Miwa 
Ishiki started running from a war 
peace memorial park in the southern- 
most prefecture of Okinawa on the 
first of the three courses. 

“I'm proud to be the first runner." 
the female long-distance athlete said 
before receiving the 55-centimetre 
torch, designed to resemble the 
“taimarsu" traditional Japanese torch- 
light. 

Okinawa Governor Masahide Ota 
told a ceremony: “I hope our resi- 


dents' desires of peace will be relayed 
not only in Japan but throughout the 
world." 

Okinawa was the deadliest battle- 
field during World War II and is now 
home to three quarters of U.S. military 
facilities in the country with some 
27,000 of the 47.000 American troops 
in Japan. 

Relays on the other two routes were 
also launched later in the day — one 
from the northernmost prefecture of 
Hokkaido and the other from the 
southern island of Kyushu. 

The pre-Olympic ceremony coincid- 
ed with the first major snowfalls in one 
month in Nagano, with organisers 
breathing a sigh of relief because snow 
falls had been limited so far, apparent- 
ly due to the El Nino weather phenom- 
enon. 

“We are really relieved,” said a 
spokesman for the Nagano Olympic 
Organising Committee after five cen- 
timeters ( two inches) of snow covered 
the city Tuesday morning. 

“Today we received a double present 
— the successful beginning of the 
relay and the snowfall," the 
spokesman said. “We will continue 
praying for more snow until the 
Olympics start.” 

Relay participants, mostly Japanese 
citizens, include celebrities such as 
senior tour pro golfer Isao Aoki, male 
pop singer Koichi Domoto and fonner 
boxing world champions Hiroshi 
Kawashima and Yasuei Yakushiji. 


The flame will also be relayed by 
foreigners, including British anti-land 
mine activist Chris Moon, who lost his 
right leg and right hand while mine 
clearing, organisers said. 

Midori Ito, a former figure skating 
world champion and Olympic silver 
medalist, has been chosen for the final 
run to light the cauldron at the main 
stadium at the highlight of (he 
February 7 opening ceremony. 

A total of 71 countries have submit- 
ted entry forms to compete in the 
Winter Olympics, organisers said on 
Monday. 

If all of them field athletes, after sat- 
isfying qualification standards set by 
international winter sports federations, 
it would make the Games the biggest 
in terms of the number of participating 
countries. 

A record 67 nations took pan in the 
last Winter Olympics in Lillehammer. 
Norway, in 1994. 

The Nagano Games will also be the 
biggest in terms of programme — 68 
events including new sports like 
women's ice hockey, curling and 
snowboarding. 

Kenya, Mongolia and Ponugal have 
recently asked to have the qualifica- 
tions of their athletes approved for the 
16-day Games. 

Final confirmation of the number of 
countries will be made after January 
26 when national Olympic committees 
must submit the names of the athletes 
they plan to enter. 


Schoolboy to make India’s debut at Winter Olympics 


NEW DELHI (.AFP) — A 
16-year-old schoolboy is 
set to become India's first 
representative at the 
Winter Olympics — in a 
sport totally unknown in 
the country of 960 million 
people. 

Shiva Keshavan. a final- 
year student at the 
Lawrence School in the 
north Indian hill resort of 
Sanawar. will compete in 
the luge at the Olympics in 
ithe Japanese, ’city., ,of . 
Nagano next month: 

In a land in love with 
cricket and hockey, most 
people would not recog- 
nise a luge if it hit them in 
the shins. 

Kesha van's place in 


India's sport hall of fame, 
however, will be assured 
when he tackles his first 
run at the Games, using 
equipment borrowed from 
abroad. 

Keshavan. whose mother 
is Italian and father from 
the southern Indian state of 
Kerala, flew out to Nagano 
on Tuesday. 

While his schooifriends 


ised by the International 
Luge Federation in India in 
1996 and invited to train in 
Austria. 

Keshavan's first major 
international appearance, 
however, proved a disaster. 
Selected for the world 
championships, he broke 
his ankle during a training 
run. 

But he impressed the 


stuck to India^/ay/^te^rt^naponal selectors in .the 
sports, Keshavan first tpol^ .World. Cup. .in Calgary, 
.up siding at hishome^the ... earning himself a berth for 
foot #of the J Himalayas ‘ ’Nagano.' 
before taking to the luge Keshavan said before 


almost two year ago. 

He was spotted by 
Austrian coach Gunter 
Lemerrer at an introducto- 
ry coaching camp organ- 


leaving: “You need at least 
five years at the top to win 
a medal. I've barely been 
two years in the sport. 

“When I was training in 


Calgary, the top stars were 
already in Nagano. Now I 
will get barely three weeks 
to tune up for my event. 

“It is important to get 
used to the track. I need to 
have the course at the back 
of my mind so that I do not 
lift my head at a crucial 
time and slow myself 
down." 

■ He had hoped that his 
parents could watch him 
perform in Nagano. 

“I would feel so much 
more secure with them 
around.” Keshavan said. 
“But they have already 
spent so much on my mak- 
ing the trip that it will be 
unrealistic to expect them 
to come." . 


Sheringham’s trick in the 
wall sparks free-kick row 

LONDON (AFP) — English referees are to discuss ways 
to prevent players helping goals being scored from free- 
kicks by deliberately pulling opponents out of defencive 
walls. 

Manchester United's Teddy Sheringham sparked the 
move alter television replays revealed he created a hole in 
Chelsea s wall to help David Beckham score United's sec- 
ond goal during Sunday's 5-3 FA Cup win at Stamford 
Bridge. 

England striker Sheringham could be seen dragging 
Chelsea's Dan Petrescu away from the edge of die wall, 
leaving a gap through which Beckham bent a free-kick into 
the net to put United 2-0 up. 

Referee Steve Lodge gave the goal but said after viewing 
the replay: “When the Premier League referees hold their 
next workshop to compare notes and look at clips of cer- 
tain incidents I shall raise Beckham’s free-kick as a discus- 
sion point. 

“There is clearly an issue to address. When the kick was 
taken I was standing near the opposite end of the wall to 
Sheringham and Petrescu. so they were effectively on my 
blind side. 

“If I had been in a position to see Sheringham do some- 
thing not in accordance with the laws, 1 would have 
penalised him. 

“The concept of an opponent forming the extra brick in 
the wall and pulling the last defender out of the firing line 
is new to me." 

It may not be so new to former Nottingham Forest strik- 
er Sheringham. however. 

During die late 1980s and early 1990s Forest, under leg- 
endary manager Brian Clough, developed the technique of 
adding a player to the opposition wall who would then drag 
the last man out of the way as free-kick specialist Stuart 
Pearce approached the ball. 

The ploy was most notably used to help Pearce score 
from a free-kick against Coventry in the 1990 League Cup 
semi-finals and again in the 1991 FA Cup final against 
Tottenham at Wembley. 

In a 3- 1 win at Liverpool earlier this season Sheringham. 
who joined Forest for just over a year at the start of the 
1991-92 season, again appeared to create a hole — this 
time in the middle of the wall — for Beckham to score with 
another pinpoint free-kicjc. 


McRae leads Subaru 
defence of World title 

LONDON (AFP) — Colin McRae, Piero Liatti and Kenneth 
Eriksson will again spearhead Subaru ’s defence of their 
world rallying championship this year. 

McRae and fellow Briton Nick Grist who narrowly failed 
to win the driver’s title last season, will be joined in a full 
14-round world championship campaign by the all-Italian 
crew of Liatti and Fabrizia Pons. 

Eriksson will drive those rallies where experience of the 
terrain is invaluable. 

So. McRae and Liatti get the ball rolling in the Monte 
Carlo Rally on January 17 and are then joined by Eriksson 
for the Swedish Rally on February 5. 

“I believe we have the strongest team in 1998 and am as 
confident as ever that we will again be the forerunners from 
the outset." said Subaru Team manager John Spiller. 

“Although Kenneth will be doing fewer rallies than last 
year I am delighted that he has agreed to slay and be a vital 
part of our assault on both titles," Spiller added.* 

League cup exits for 
Monaco, Strasbourg 


PARIS (AFP) — French 
champions Monaco dumped 
their lowest priority for the 
season when they slid out of 
the League Cup Monday to 
second division opposition in 
the shape of Niort. who won 
3-1 on penalties. 

Monaco gave their sparse 
support in the Louis Q stadi- 
um little to cheer on a blus- 
tery night in the principality 
as Niort stubbornly refused 
to be steamrollered by Jean 
Ugana's European Cup quar- 
ter-finalists. 

With the two sides locked 
at 1-1 after extra-time it was 


Niort who showed the 
greater poise when both sides 
-were put on the spoL 

League leaders Metz are 
through to the last 16 after 
they come from behind to 
win 2-1 at second division 
Gueugnon. Vladan Lukic 
netting a laie winner. 

But holders Strasbourg are 
out. following a 3-2 defeat at 
Cannes. That result, follow- 
ing on from their UEFA Cup 
exit at Inter Milan, leaves the 
Alsace club free to concen- 
trate on their battle against 
relegation. 


FINA crack 
down on 
‘submarine’ 
butterfly 
starts 


PERTH (AFP) — 
World swimming 
body FINA has 
cracked down on the 
‘submarine’ under- 
water start to butter- 
fly races, but the rule 
will not apply to next 
week's world cham- 
pionships here. 

FINA delegates 
voted at their con- 
gress here Monday to 
limit the distance 
swum underwater in 
the discipline to 15 
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Chinese critics told to get facts straight 


PERTH (AFP) — The Chinese swim 
team arrived here Tuesday for the world 
swimming championships with a blunt 
message for their Australian jirugs 
accuser Don Talbot: “Get the facts. 

The Chinese have aroused global suspi- 
cion over their spectacular improvement 
in world swimming since 1994 with alle- 
gations of drug abuse, particularly among 
their sensational women swimmers. 

Talbot, the head Australian swim coach, 
has been one of China’s most hostile crit- 
ics. . 

Suspicions about the Chinese surfaced 
again in the run-up to the Perth champi- 
onships after world-shattering perfor- 
mances at last October’s Chinese 
National Games in Shanghai. 

Chinese women set two world records 
and recorded 1997 best times in eight of 
13 individual events, prompting Talbot to 
label them drug cheats. 

The Australian Swimming Coaches 
Association last year called on world gov- 
erning body ETNA to impose a blanket 
ban on Chinese competitors at the Perth 
world championships over their suspi- 
cions of drug use. 

The head of the Chinese delegation, Shi 
Tianshu, declared his athletes “clean" 
upon their arrival here Tuesday. 


He cautioned Talbot to “get the facts” 
before pointing the finger at China. 

Shi said FINA had carried out more 
than 100 out-of-competition tests on 
Chinese swimmers in the past two months 
and none had turned out positive. 

“The Chinese Swimming Federation 
has taken serious anti-doping measures 
also, conducting more than 650 tests in 
the past year," he said. 

“We believe the purpose of sport is to 
improve the people's health and also to 
make friendships. 

“Sport is very useful for communication 
with each other. This is our purpose.” 

Le Jingyi. the 50m and 100m freestyle 
world record holder, who was chased 
around Perth’s airport terminal by cam- 
eramen and journalists, said she had been 
forced to withdraw from her individual 
races here owing to a recurring elbow 
injury and would only contest the 100m 
freestyle relay. 

Le was a sensation at the 1994 Rome 
world championships where she estab- 
lished both world records as well as win- 
ning gold as a member of China's power- 
ful freestyle and medley relay teams. 


8th World Swimming 

* 

Championships — Perth , Australia 


metres to fall in line 
with other form 
strokes, backstroke 
and breaststroke. The 
rule takes effect from 
March 6. 

The controversial 
technique was mas- 
tered by Russian 
Denis Pankratov, 
who swam underwa- 
ter for up to 40m of 
the first 50m lap on- 
his way to winning 
the 1 00m butterfly 
gold medal at the 
1996 Atlanta 

Olympics. 

Pankratov also 
established a world 
record of 52.27 sec- 
onds in the race, 
which was subse- 
quently lowered by 
Australian Michael 
Klim’s 52.15s in 
Brisbane last 

October. 

Pankratov will not 
be competing at this 
year’s world'champi- 
onship, because of 
fatigue. 

The ‘submarine' 
technique revolu- 
tionised butterfly 
competition with 
Pankratov’s success 
from 1994 to 1996 
establishing a trend 
and leading many of 
the sport's best but- 
terfliers to copy his 
style. 

Of the existing 
longcourse butterfly 
world records only 
two — the 100m and 
200m standards set 
by American Mary T. 
Meagher in 1981 — 
did not feature the 
underwater method. 

FINA made a simi- 
lar past ruling on the 
underwater practice 
for backstroke, a 
technique that helped 
American David 
Berkoff set a 100m 
world record in 1988 
and was instrumental 
in Japan's Daichi 
Suzuki winning an 
Olympic gold medal. 

The world body 
also decided at its 
congress to introduce 
semi-finals at major 
meets and recognise 
world records for the 

50m backstroke, 
breaststroke and but- 
terfly. They will take 
effect in March. 



Russia’s Alexander Popov adjusts his goggles before a training session at the 
Challenge Stadium pool in Perth January 6. Popov, the Australian-based Russian 
who is the only person to have retained the 50 and 100 metre freestyle titles at die 
1996 Atlanta Olympic Games, will be competing in the 8th World Swimming 
Championships freestyle events starting January 12 (Reuters photo) 

Popov awaits showdown with Klim 


PERTH (AFP) — Last year 
the great Alexandre Popov 
called Michael Klim “my 
little brother". 

Now a week before their 
100-metre showdown at the 
world swimming champi- 
onship here the mood is 
cordial, perhaps not so 
chummy. 

The double Russian 
Olympic sprint champion, 
the world's fastesr man in 
water, lives in Australia and 
trains with Klim under his 
old coach Gennadi 
Touretski in the national 
capital Canberra. 

When at the European 
championship in Seville 
last August Popov was 
asked about 20-year-old 
Klim he gushed, calling the 
shaven-headed Australian 
“my little brother." 

Since then Klim has bro- 
ken Popov's compatriot 
Denis Pankratov's 1 00m 
butterfly world record and 
is now ranked No. 2 to 
Popov in the 100m 
freestyle with a best 1997 
time of 49.15 seconds — 
just 0.13 seconds behind 
the Russian’s quickest. 

Yet 26-year-old Popov 
holds the world record of 
48.21s, at Monte Carlo in 
June 1994. 

Maybe a closing of the 
gap between the two train- 
ing partners has added 


some electricity between 
the pair, although the lacon- 
ic Popov plays down any 
intense rivalry, deflecting it 
more as a media beat-up. 

“My relationship is close 
with my wife, not with 
Michael Klim,” Popov 
half-joked at his press con- 
ference Tuesday. 

“We’re still good friends, 
we’re still sharing the lane 
in the (training) pool, we’re 
still sharing the gym, we're 
doing the same amount of 
work, but he's doing his 
preparation and I’m doing 
my own preparation." 

When pressed about the 
buildup to the anticipated 
1 00m showdown on 
Wednesday week. Popov 
smilingly turned on his 
questioner “You are trying 
to promote a little bit of a 
battle between us. right? I 
don't want to do that 

“If you wish to do that, 
well you can do it but 
when we come to the race 
we'll see who’s the fastest, 
but I've got nothing against 
him and I hope he's got 
nothing against me. 

“He’s a good guy, a good 
personality and he’s matur- 
ing and he’s developing 
and it’s good to see the 
younger generation is able 
to do the same things as I 
did a few years ago. 

f, I don’t feel under any 


pressure that Michael is 
going to be racing me. 

“I’m here to do ray job 
and he’s here to do his best 
and that’s the big differ- 
ence." 

Such is Popov's galvanis- 
ing effect on a major race 1 
that he is expected to go 
under his world record, yet 
he was in no way predicting 
any lowering of his three- 
and -a- half-year record. 

“It comes automatically- 
You just step on the blocks 
and just do it, you never 
think about it (breaking a 
world record). 

“The limit is in yw 1 
head, not in your arms, fld 
in your muscles. Your head 
should be prepared for tbe 
fast swim and if it’s not you 
can put the fins on, but you 
still wouldn't do anything- 

“I guess I am a little bn 
better than I was for uj* 
European championship 
last year, so hop^ftiUy ,r 
will help." 

That throwaway line lot- 
lowing four gold medals a 
Seville last August 
upped the ante for Klim anp 
his other world champ 1 ' 
onship race rivals. 

Popov is the defending 
100m world champion ha v ' 
ing beaten American Gao 

Hall in Rome in 49.12*6 
four years ago. 
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World Cup has reached size limit — Platini Premier Lc&gUC^S filial 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — 
The French organisers of 
this year’s World Cup 
finals, led by soccer legend 
Michel Platini. said 
Tuesday the competition 
has reached its limit at 32 
nations. 

Platini, the organising 
committee chairman, also 
defended France’s stadiums 
against charges they were 
too small. 

The World Cup. which 
starts June 10, has been 
increased from 24 nations in 
the United States in 1994. 

“Sixty-four matches in 33 
days is a lot of work. It is all 
a bit too tight.” the French 


star told a press conference 
on the sidelines of the 
Football Expo ‘VS trade fair. 

Platini said it was FIFA, 
the world governing body, 
who chose to increase the 
number of nations and 
added that it might be easier 
for Japan and South Korea 
in the 2002 World Cup to 
handle the numbers in iw-o 
countries. 

But Jacques Lambert, 
managing director of the 
France ’98 committee, also 
stressed the strain on organ* 
isens. 

“Just scheduling the 
matches in 33 days was 
technically very difficult. 
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Doha ATP Tour event 


Petr Korda (Cze x3) bt Olivier Delaine tFra) 

7 r 5, 6-1 

Guillaume Raoux (Fra) bt Bohdan Ulihraeh (Czei 
7-6 (7/5), 6-4 

Fabrice Santoro (Fra xS) bt Magnus Gustafsson iSwe) 
6-7 (5/7), 6-4, 6-4 ' 

Martin Sinner iGer) bl Oscar Burrieza (Spa) 

6-3, 6-4 

Marc Rosset (Swi) bt Julian Alonso (Spa) 

6-2, 7-6 (7/3) 

French League Cup 


Cannes 

3 

Strasbourg 


Monaco 

1 

Nion 

I (AET) 

Niort win 3-1 on pens 



Lens 

1 

Rennes 

0 

Montpellier 

1 

Nantes 

0 

Gueugnon 

I 

Metz 

2 

Nancy 

2 

Basria 

2 (AET) 

Nancy win 3-2 

on pens 



Le Havre 

5 

Lorient 

3 

Mulhouse 

0 

Bordeaux 

3 

Marti gues 

I 

Beauvais 

0 

Saint-Etienne 

l 

Sochaux 

l (AET) 

Sochaux win 4-2 on pens 


Le Mans 

1 

Lille 

0 

Poitiers 

2 

Nimes 

1 

English FA Cup third round result 


T. Hotspur 

3 

Fulham. 

1 


Portuguese League - 
Rio Ave '*&*■ 

Spanish League 
Salamanca 4 


0' v/ 


Barcelona 


Australian Women's Hardcourt Championship 
Singles round one 

Masdalena Grzybowska (Poli bt Janet Lee (Tpe) 

5- 7*6-3 7-5; 

Katherine Barclay (Aus) bt Maria Sanchez-Lorenzo 
(Spa) 7-5 7-6 (7-4); Rachael McQuillan (Aus) bt Kerry- 
Anne Guse < Aus) 6-1 6-1. 

Australian Men's Hardcourt Championship 
Jerome Golmard (Fra) bt Dirk Dier (Ger) 

6- 3 6-2 . 

Todd Woodbridge (Aus x5) bt Martin Damm (Cze) 

7- 5 4-6 6-3. 

Doubles Round one; 

Byron Black (Zim)-Nickias Kulti (Swe) bt Neil Broad 
(Gbr x3)-Piet Nerval (Rsa) 6-4 6-2 
Joshua Eagle (A us)- Andrew Florent (Aus) bt Dave 
Randall-Jack Waite (USA) 6-3 6-4 
Wayne Black (Zim)-Andrew Kratzmann (Aus) bt 
Lleyton Hewitt (Aus)-Luke Smith (Aus) 6-1 6-3. 
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ASB Bank Women’s Classic — New Zealand 
Janette Husarova (Svk) bt Ginger Helgeson-Nielson 
(USA) 7-6 (7-6) 5-7 6-4 

Lisa Raymond (USA x2) bt Rewa Hudson (Nzl) 6-4, 6- 
4 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TAN MAH HIRSCH 
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The bid dine; 

EAST SOUTH WEST NORTH 

10 4« Pass Psss 

DU Pago Pass Pats 

Opening lead; Two of •> 

There’s a time for everything 
under the fino, the goad booh tells 
us. See whot a difference tuning 
can make to a bridge deal. 

We are not sure we would opt tor 
four spades at our first turn in the 
auction. Unless partner has some 
help, the contract stands no chance, 
300 ir partner is broke, a double 
could lie expensive. Therefore, we 
would start with one spade to see 
haw partner reacta^__ . 


At one 1 table EoeL won the firsi 
trick with the Lea of diamonds and 
continued with the ace, declarer 
ruffing. A club to the queen lost U 
the ace, and East persisted with 
another high diamond, declarer 
ruffing low again. The king and 
jack or clubs were cashed, and a 
club was ruffed in dummy with the 
ten. 

Declarer cashed the king of 
spades and then led the king of 
hearts in ad attempt to set up a ruff 
as an entry to hand. East took the 
ace and pressed on with a fourth 
round of diamonds. Whether declar- 
er ruffed high or low, Wests jack of 
spades became the setting trick. 

Play proceeded exactly the same 
way flt the other table up to the 
point where declarer ruffed the club 
on the table. There, instead of cash- 
ing the king of spades, declarer led 
the jack of diamonds from the 
board, discarding the heart loser 
from hand. The defense was hclp- 

ir Ehsi persevered with a fifth 
diamond, declarer would ruff low 
and dummy's king would prevent 
West’s jack from overruffing. 
Declarer would lead a trump to tnc 
king, return to hand with o heart 
ruff and draw trumps to claim the 
contract. A heart return is no bet- 
ter. Declarer ruffs and continues as 
above for the same 10 tricks. 


There is not a lot of rest for 
players between matches. 
You can’t take the tourna- 
ment any further. It has been 

increased as much as it 
cun." 

The organisers have dis- 
tributed all 2.5 million tick- 
ets for the finals to national 
federations and tour opera- 
tors and are confident of 
putting up a sold out sign. 

France has faced criticism 
because some of the JO sta- 
diums are under 40.000 
capacity. But Platini said 
comparisons with facilities 
for the 1994 finals in 
America were unfair. 

A new 80.000 Stade de 


France has been built in 
Paris and there is a 60.000 
stadium in Marseille. All the 
new stadiums and renova- 
tions to older ones are being 
paid by the French govern- 
ment. 

“We suffer from the com- 
parison with stadiums in the 
United States where they 
are so big.” said Platini. 

“But you cannot ask peo- 
ple to build huge stadiums 
in cities like Bordeaux. 
Montpellier and Toulouse 
where they only get atten- 
dances of 10.000 for aver- 
age league matches. They 
don't want to pay the 
taxes.” 


week kicks off today 

Wihdat aim for 4th consecutive title 


Brazil will win World Cup 
— Platini and Beckenbauer 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — 
French soccer star Michel 
Platini and German legend 
Franz Beckenbauer are both 
tipping Brazil 10 win this 
year's World Cup. 

Platini, despite his role as 
head of the host nation's 
organising committee, said 
Tuesday the holders were “hot 
favourites” with his country 
among a group of chasing 


nations. But he added France 
could “lack experience” 
through not being at the last 
two World Cups. 

"I suppose it has to be' 
Brazil.” said Beckenbauer 
when asked for his tip, on die 
sidelines of the Football Expo 
y« trade fair in Singapore. 

He said France. Germany. 
England and Italy were among 
teams that could also win. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Four days 
remain before the champion 
of the Kingdom's Premier 
League Championship is 
decided nearly ending the 
1997 soccer season which 
still has one title up for grabs 
— the Jordan Cup — to be 
decided on Jan. 23. 

Al Wihdat have a slim one 
point lead and need to beat 
A! Kannel Saturday to 
secure the title for the fourth 
consecutive year. 

The titleholders were held 
to a 0-0 draw against AJ 
Hussein in their latest mutch 
as closest rivals Al Fuisuli 
beat AI Ramtha 2-1 to close 
the gap to within one point. 

Al Faisali meet Al Jazireh 
Friday aiming for a win 
while hoping that .Al Wihdat 
lose or draw and give them 
the title thev last won in 

1993. 

AJ Ramtha need to win 
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New York Knicks guard Chris Childs (L) and forward Chris Mills (R) can’t stop 
Washington Wizards guard Rod Strickland from coverting a jumper in the Brst peri- 
od in New York’s Madison Square Garden (Reuters photo) 

Robinson lifts Spurs past Magic 


ORLANDO (AP) — Tim Duncan scored 
20 points and David Robinson made six 
free throws in a game-ending 12-3 run 
that carried the San Antonio Spurs to a 
74-69 victory over the sputtering Orlando 
Magic on Monday night. 

The loss was the ninth in 10 games for 
rhe injury-depleted Magic, who missed 
22 of 27' shots in the fourth quarter and 
stumbled after leading 66-62 with 5:34 to 
go. 

w Robinson finished with 12 points and 1 1 
rebounds for San Antonio, which has won 
four straight and II of 12 overall after 
struggling to a 10-10 start. 

Darrell "Armstrong. starting in place of 
the injured mark price, led the Magic in 
scoring (21). rebounding (9) and assists 
( 6 ). 

• Washington Wizards 113, New York 
Knicks 106: New York. Chris Webber 
and Juwan Howard scored 26 points 
apiece and Washington made New York’s 
league-leading defence look ordinary. 

Washington shot 58.1 per cent from the 
field, by far the best percentage by u 
Knicks opponent this season, and scored 
1 1 3 points for a season-high by a New 
York opponent. 

The Wizards hud no trouble scoring 
inside against a Knicks team still adjust- 
ing to life without Patrick Ewing, Webber 
shot 10-for-18 with 11 rebounds and 
seven assists and Howard was IO-for-17. 

Rod Strickland added 21 points for 
Washington. 

John Starks, who was berated on the 
bench by coach Jeff Van Gundy during 
the third’ quarter, led New York with 24 


points. 

• Houston Rockets 220, Toronto 
Raptors 96: In Toronto, Kevin Willis 
scored 20 points and Matt Bullard added 
19 as the Houston Rockets beat the 
Toronto Raptors. 

After missing their first six 3-point 
shots, the Rockets hit 10 of their next 16, 
including two by Bullard in the third 
quarter as Houston pulled away to an 88- 
73 lead. 

The Raptors have lost five straight, 
while the Rockets won for only the third 
time in eight games. 

Clyde Drexler had 16 points, eight 
assists and seven rebounds for Houston, 
while Charles Barkley had 13 points and 
H rebounds. 

Oliver Miller led Toronto with 22 
points. 

• Milwaukee Bucks 98, Portland Trail 
Blazers 92: Ai Portland, Oregon, Glenn 
Robinson scored 26 points, including four 
in the lost 20 seconds, as Milwaukee 
snapped a six-game road losing streak. 

Arvydas Sabonis led Portland with a 
season-high 32 points and 13 rebounds. 

Milwaukee’s Terrell Brandon had 16 
points and matched his career high with 
15 assists. Ervin Johnson had 17 points 
and 1 1 rebounds for the Bucks. 


Team 

P 

W 

D 

L 

Gf 

Ga 

Pts 

Wihdat 

17 

14 

2 

1 

33 

5 

44 

Faisali 

17 

14 

I 

2 

51 

13 

43 

Ramtha 

17 

7 

5 

5 

27 

21 

26 

Hussein 

17 

7 

4 

6 

28 

25 

25 

Jazireh 

17 

. 7 

2 

8 

22 

26 

23 

Ahli 

17 

6 

4 

7 

30 

32 

22 

Qadisieh 

17 

6 

3 

8 

20 

24 

21 

S. Hussein 

17 

5 

3 

9 

22 

29 

18 

Baqaa 

17 

3 

2 

12 

16 

38 

11 

Karmel 

17 

2 

2 

13 

15 

51 

S 


their relatively easy match 
against Shabab Al Hussein 
Friday to maintain their third 
place in the ten-team stand- 
ings. 

They are rivalled by Al 
Hussein with 25 points who 
meet Al Baqaa Wednesday in 
another easy encounter. 

Al Ahli meet Al Qadissieh 
Thursday in the battle for 
halfway standings in the 
prestigious league in which 
eight teams maintain their 
position while the last two 
are relegated to the second 


division. 

That was the fate of Al 
Baqaa and Al Kannel who 
have already dropped and 
will be replaced by Ai Arabi 
and Kuftsoum next season. 

Al Faisali’s Subhi 
Suleiman seems slated to 
win the top scorer’s award 
leading with 13 goals while 
his closest rivals trail with 9 
goals each. 

Al Wihdar's officials 
seemed confident of winning 
the title and club chairman 
Bahjat Shihab confidently 


told the press Tuesday: “The 
tide is definitely ours until 
the year 2000.” 

The title would be Al 
Wihdat's second of the year 
after winning the Cup 
Winners Cup at the onset of 
the season. AJ Faisali won 
the Federation Shield. 

The fourth title of the 
year — the Jordan Cup — 
will see ,41 Ramtha who 
knocked out .AJ Faisali play- 
ing the winner of Al Hussein- 
aT Wihdat semifinal which 
will be played Jan. 16. 


Sampras and Hingis 
named world champions 


LONDON (AFP) — Pete Sampras and 
Martina Hingis have been made the 
International Tennis Federation's 1997 
world champions. 

Sampras, who increased his Grand Slam 
haul to 10 with victories at the Australian 
Open and Wimbledon in 1997. is men's 
world champion for the fifth successive 
year. 

The 17-year-old Hingis, who last year- 
became the youngest winner of a Grand 
Slam tournament when"; ‘she- 1 ‘won- ‘the 
Australian Open when still only 16, is 
women's champion for the: 1 first* tune'’ The 
Swiss teenager reached all four Grand Slam 
finals,' losing only to Croatia's Iva Majoli at 
the French Open. 

The men’s doubles champions are 
Australian pair Todd Woodbridge and Marie 


Woodforde for a second consecutive year. 
The world's top doubles duo reached three 
of the four Grand Slam finals, winning the 
Australian Open and adding a fifth 
Wimbledon trophy to their collection. 

Lindsay Davenport of the United States 
and Jana Novotna of the Czech Republic 
are the women's doubles champions after 
carving an impressive 33-6 record over the 
past year. Their wins include success at the 
U.S. Open and the WTA Tour 
Championship. 

Cara Black of Zimbabwe, who won junior 
Wimbledon and the US Open as well as 
reaching the French Open final, was the 
world junior girls champion. 

Amaud di Pasquale of France was the 
junior boys champion • 


France beat 
Germany in 
Hopman 
Cup 

PERTH (AFP) — World 
No. 7 Mary Pierce and 
Cedric Pioline carried 
France to a convincing vic- 
tory over Germany in the 
$587,880 Hopman Cup 
tennis international mixed 
teams tournament here 
Tuesday. 

Both won their singles 
clashes to give France, the 
number two seed, an 
unbeatable 2-0 lead at 
Burs wood Dome even 
before the start of the 
mixed doubles. 

After losing her opening 
set against Anke Huber, 
Pierce stormed back to win 
the next two in the 
women's singles. 

Canadian-born Pierce, 22, 
the former Australian Open 
champion, won 4-6. 6-4, 6- 
3. Pioline. 20th in the 
world, overcame Tommy 
Haas, ranked 41st. in 
straight sets. 6-4. 6-4. 

“It may be France's year 
in this competition,” said 
Pierce. “I certainly hope 
so.” 

France have taken part in 
all 10 Hopman Cup tourna- 
ments. but have yet to win. 
They have reached the 
semi-finals three times. 

Pierce was slow to find 
her touch against Huber, 
I4th in the world list 

But she discovered some 
form by the crucial third 
set. in which she broke her 
opponent’s service in the 
second and fourth games to 
romp to a 4-0 lead. 

Huber struck back by tak- 
ing Pierce's service in the 
fifth game, but Pierce 
regained her composure to 
clinch rhe seL 


Koumikova hires former 
Graf coach as new mentor 

SYDNEY (AFP) — Russian tennis prodigy Anna 
Koumikova hired former World No. 1 Steffi Graf's one- 
time coach Monday, hoping a new mentor would help her 
bid to reach the top ten. 

The 16-year-old Koumikova, now ranked No. 32 in the 
world, had her first session with new coach Pavel SlozI on 
Monday, working out on Sydney’s White City centre court 
in preparation for next week's Sydney International. 

SlozI immediately sang the praises of his new charge, 
saying she had the ammunition to reach the pinnacle in die 
women's game. 

He said the Russian, who turned professional two years 
ago, has faster ground strokes than current number one 
Martina Hingis and has tremendous control over the court. 

“She's very eager ... she could become a great player.” 
SlozI said. 

Koumikova. a Wimbledon semi-finalist, had previously 
been coached by her mother. 

Michael Schumacher 
under investigation 


COLOGNE (AFP) — 
German prosecutors are 
investigating whether to 
bring charges against 
Michael Schumacher for 
ramming Canadian 

Jacques Villeneuve's car 
in the last race of the 1997 
formula one season. 

The International 

Automobile Federation 
stripped the German of his 
runners-up position in the 
world championship but 
failed to suspend him for 
the collision at Jerez in 
Spain last October when 
Villeneuve finished third 


to clinch the champi- 
onship. 

“We are investigating ro 
see whether there was 
anything punishable by 
law,” said Cologne prose- 
cutor Hans Bernhard 
Jansen, who said they had 
to look into an official 
complaint lodged by a 
Cologne resident. 

However, legal opinion 
was that no charges would 
be brought. 


CONSISTS OF : I BEDROOM, I LIVING ROOM, 
TERRACE, TELEPHONE, HEATING, 3d FLOOR. 

LOCATION : JEBEL AMMAN, 4th CIRCLE, NEAR 
BELGIAN EMBASSY 

ANNUAL RENT: .TP 2200 


FOR RENT 

Furnished and Unfurnished Apartments 
Two bedrooms and three bedrooms. 

C.H. and telephones. 

Location: Shmeisani near Birds Garden . 
(10 Abdul Haleem Al Nimr Street) 
Tel.: 667862 - 079/50504- 
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Orthodox Christians celebrate 


Israeli settlers reprimand 


Christmas in Bethlehem town 

Arafat moves Tuesday meeting with Ross to 
Bethlehem to be able to attend celebrations 



C3rehk Orthodox^abTa^ '^iocforas ri’ holds up a jewelled cross as he m^kes" his way 
across Manger Square toward the Church of the Nativity during the Orthodrii Christmas 
procession in the West Bank town of Bethlehem Tuesday. Diodorus is flanked by 
Bethlehem Mayor Hanna Nasser and Bethlehem district governor Mohammad Jabari 


Ross over Jewish origins 

Settlers and other Israeli 


BETHLEHEM (AP) — - 
Singing hymns. Orthodox 
Christians marched in a pro- 
cession from Manger 
Square into the Church of 
the Nativity on Tuesday to 
celebrate Christmas in 
Jesus’ birthplace. 

The worshippers were led 
by the Greek Orthodox 
patriarch, Diodoros n. who 
wore a red cloak over a 
black robe and carried a 
small cross studded with 
precious stones. 

Patriarch Diodoros arrived 
in Bethlehem, about eight 
kilometres south of 
Jerusalem, in a convoy 
escorted by Palestinians on 
horseback. In the Church of 
the Nativity, a basilica built 
over the grotto where tradi- 
tion says Jesus was bom. he 
blessed the faithful with a 
wave of his cross. 

Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat, a Muslim, 
moved his business to 
Bethlehem from the West 
Bank town of Jericho on 
Tuesday to be able to-attend 
the festivities. During the 
evening. President Arafat 
was to meet in Bethlehem 
with U.S. Mideast envoy 
Dennis Ross. 

Due to differences in the 
calendar, the Orthodox 
Christmas Eve falls on Jan. 
6 — the day the Western 
churches mark the 
Epiphany, or the day the 
three wise men visited the 
infant Jesus. 

Tuesday’s festivities drew 
some 3,000 people, most of 
them Palestinian Christians 
who sang hymns as they fol- 
lowed Patriarch Diodorus 
and clergymen with red 
embroidered capes into the 
church. Palestinian boy 
scouts playing bagpipes and 
drums marched in Manger 
Square. 

Bethlehem Mayor Hanna 
Nasser said the city was try- 
ing to give the celebrations a 
more religious feel than in 
the past. In the past two 
years, just after the 
Palestinian National 

Authority took control of 
Bethlehem, there had been 


PARIS (AFP) — European 
Union countries will begin 
talks next Thursday in 
Brussels on doling out aid to 
the people of Algeria, hit by 
some of the worst massacres in 
six years of bloody turmoil 
French officials said Tuesday. 

Foreign Ministry spokes- 
woman Anne Gazeau-Secret 
said officials from the 15 Eli 
nations would meet on 
Thursday as well as next week 
to hammer out proposals that 
could be put to EU foreign 
ministers meeting on Jan. 25. 

The preparatory talks would 
be at political directors’ level, 
she told reporters. 

“As the British presidency of 
the EU has suggested, we will 
be discussing useful measures 
for the Algerian people." she 
said. 

The move follows weekend 
reports of what was probably 
the woret massacre of civilians 
in Algeria's six-year unrest. As 


(AP Photo) 

some complaints that 
Christmas had turned into a 
celebration of Palestinian 
nationalism. 

Palestinian Christians said 
they have been enjoying the 
holiday more since the end 


many as 400 men. women and 
children were hacked and 
slashed to death in four vil- 
lages in western Algeria last 
week. presumably by 
Lsiamists. More slayings have 
been reported daily. 

“The 15 have identical con- 
cerns vis-a-vis the Algerians," 
Ms. Gazeau-Secret added. 

“They [the concerns] stem 
from deep emotion over the 
atrocious suffering of the 
Algerian people, from an unre- 
served condemnation of ter- 
rorist crimes and from a wish 
to show solidarity with the 
people, without interfering in 
Algeria's internal affairs.” 

Britain, current six-month 
EU chair, on Monday said 
European aid to the survivors 
of Algeria's recent massacres 
was an option to be discussed. 

“We are ready and expea to 
explore with the Algerian gov- 
ernment how we can help the 
victims." a Foreign Office 


of Israeli occupation in 
December 1995. 

“We feel more relaxed. We 
don’t have to worry about 
Israeli soldiers harassing the 
young guys in the square,” 
said Wael Qumsiya, a 25- 


spokesman told AFP, adding 
that discussions would take 
place in due course. 

Germany called Sunday for 
urgent EU action after the con- 
tinuing bloodshed in Algeria 
and for Europe to aid the vic- 
tims of the [error. 

France. Italy, Portugal and 
Sweden said they would sup- 
port such aid. 

German Foreign Minister 


year-old Christian from the 
nearby town of Beit Sahour. 

About half the Palestinian 
Christians living in the West 
Bank, Gaza Strip and Israel 
celebrate Christmas accord- 
ing to the Eastern calendar. 


Klaus Kinkel also said Sunday 
that an EU troika — including 
the past, current and future six- 
month EU chair — could visit 
Algeria to propose coopera- 
tion in the struggle against ter- 
rorism. fighting and killings 
since early 1992 have claimed 
at least 60.000 lives, according 
to Western estimates, with 
Amnesty International putting 
the toll at 80.000. 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — A 
leader of Israel's settler 
movement chided U.S. 
peace envoy Dennis Ross 
Tuesday over his Jewish 
origins. warning him 
against trying to pressure 
Israel into making conces- 
sions to the Palestinians. 

“If a son of Moses Like 
Dennis Ross wants to pres- 
sure the elected government 
of Israel. we'U show him 
what pressure is all about.” 
said Aharon Domb. head of 
the Jewish settlers’ council, 
shortly before the U.S. 
diplomat arrived here for a 
new mediation effort. 

‘If Ross wants to influ- 
ence the Israeli government, 
let him take Israeli national- 
ity.” Mr. Domb said on 
Israel army radio. 

“We will gladly help him 
obtain it thanks to our rela- 


BETHLEHEM (AFP) — A 
woman member of Islamic 
Jihad who conducted a 
month-long hunger strike was 
freed from prison Tuesday by 
Israel amid the release of 23 
Palestinian prisoners to mark 
Ramadan, a Palestinian offi- 
cial said. 

Itaf Elayan was released 
Tuesday evening and was 
returning to her home in the 
West Bank town of 
Bethlehem, Hishara Abdul 
Razeq. the top Palestinian 
official on prisoners, told 
AFP. 

The Israeli army had 
announced earlier that it 
would release 23 Palestinian 


HAIFA (AFP) — U.S., 
Turkish and Israeli navy ships 
and aircraft launched joint 
exercises in this Israeli port 
Tuesday as Arab stares 
increased their criticism of the 
widening Tuikey-Israel mili- 
tary alliance. 

The three navies were to 
embark on an air-and-sea 
searcb-and-rescue manoeuvre 
in international waters some 
30 to 165 kilometres off the 
coast of Israel on Wednesday 
morning. 

A U.S. destroyer, two 
Turkish frigates and Israeli 
vessels coordinated their com- 
munications and flight sys- 
tems and held computer simu- 
lations of the exercise on 
Tuesday at the Navy Tactical 
Exercise Centre in Haifa. 
Israeli army officials said. 

The exercise went ahead 
despite protests from Greece, 
[ran and Arab countries 
including Syria, whose Vice 
President Abdul Halim 
Khaddam said Tuesday in 
Paris that the Turkish-lsraeli 
relations were “dangerous for 
the region's stability.” 

Officials from the three 
navies and a Jordanian observ- 
er insisted the manoeuvres, 
dubbed Reliant Mermaid, did 
not include any military exer- 
cises and were only meant to 
coordinate emergency opera- 
tions. 

“The purpose of the exercise 
is to practise and coordinate 
search-and-rcscue operations 


dons with the interior min- 
istry. Tf he doesn’t want to, 
he can go back to the United 
States," Mr. Domb said. 

Mr. Ross’ mission is to 
gain approval for key ele- 
ments of the package prior 
to separate meetings sched- 
uled in Washington later 
this month between Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat and 
U.S. President Bill Clinton. 

The U.S. package centres 
on Israel carrying out a new 
troop withdrawal from the 
West Bank and slowing 
down settlement growth in 
exchange for tougher 
Palestinian action against 
terrorism and an agreement 
to hold accelerated negotia- 
tions on a permanent peace 
agreement between the two 
sides. 


prisoners ‘In the coming 
days” to mark the Muslim 
Holy Month of Ramadan, 
which began a week ago. 

Israel agreed not to renew 
Ms. Elayan’s three-month 
administrative detention in 
return for her ending a 40-day 
hunger strike which she 
launched after her arrest on 
OcL 21. 

Ms. Elayan. 35, won wide- 
spread popularity among 
Palestinians with her strike, 
which put her in a prison hos- 
pital, and Islamic Jihad had 
threatened to make Israel 
‘pay a heavy price” if she 
died in prison. 

Her case had also been 


between three countries in 
case of possible accidents at 
sea,” Turkish Colonel Husnu 
Dag told reporters at a press 
conference in Tel Aviv. 

Israeli army spokesman 
Major Simon Rotheell said the 
countries had sent army boats 
but “we will not be doing any 
firing. There is nothing mili- 
tary.” 

Each navy was due 
Wednesday to operate in dif- 
ferent areas of the sea. But the 
teams would also coordinate 
such difficult operations as 
landing a helicopter of one 
nation on a ship of another, the 
army said. 

‘The goal of these exercises 
is for the navies to get 
acquainted with each other’s 
work procedures,” Deputy 
Navy Commander Yedidiah 
Hayari told army radio. 

Participating in the 12-hour 
exercise on Wednesday will be 
two Turkish frigates with an 
AB 212 helicopter and the 
U.S. destroyer USS John 
Rodgers with two helicopters. 

The Israelis sent the INS 
Lahav, a Saar Missile Corvette 
with a Panther helicopter, the 
INS Nitzahon. a Saar4 missile 
boat, and a Sea Scan aircraft. 

To facilitate coordination, 
each ship will host liaison offi- 
cers from the two other 
nations, the army said. 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai 

“expressed satisfaction” 
Tuesday that a high-ranking 


nationalists who make up a 
dominant part of Mr. 
Netanyahu’s government 

are furious over U.S. insis- 
tence that Israel cany out a 
significant new troop with- 
drawal from the West Bank. 

The militants said they 
planned to hold protest 
demonstrations outside Mr. 
Ross' Jerusalem hotel and 
his various meeting sites 
over the U.S. pressure. 

Settlers already pasted up 
posters around Jerusalem 
early Tuesday proclaiming 
•*Ross go home.” 

“We are going to organise 
car convoys to follow him 
wherever he goes so he 
knows what real pressure 
is,” said another settler 
spokesman, Benny 

Katzover. 


taken up by human rights 
groups, including London- 
based Amnesty International. 

She was arrested under a 
general Israeli crackdown 
against Islamist activists and 
was held under administrative 
detention laws which allow 
continuous, open-ended 
detention without evidence or 
charges. 

She had already served nine 
years in an Israeli prison but 
was freed in a general release 
of 30 women' prisoners by 
Israel in February. 

Israel holds around 3.000 
Palestinians in its prisons, 
including around 800 under 
administrative detention. 


observer had been sent by 
Jordan despite harsh protests 
from its Islamic leaders and 
Arab neighbours. 

U.S. and Thridsh ships 
arrived in Haifa Monday to 
start the exercises that are the 
culmination of increased mili- 
taiy cooperation between 
Israel and Turkey since the 
two states signed a defence 
pact in February 1996. 

Criticism by most members 
of the Arab League of the 
Israeli-Turidsh alliance caused 
a delay in the manoeuvres last 
summer - and again in 
November. 

Turkey showed increased 
interest in improving ties with 
Israel and the U-S. especially 
after the 15-nation European 
Union refused last month to 
consider Turkey’s candidacy 
to join the group. 

Turkey announced last week 
that Israeli state defence firms 
had won a S75 million con- 
tract to upgrade F-5 fighter jets 
in collaboration with a firm 
from Singapore. 

Israel and Turkey had 
already signed a $630 million 
deal for Israel to upgrade 
Turkish F-4 aircraft. In addi- 
tion, the two countries will 
cooperate on production of 
Israel’s Popeye land-to-air 
missile. 

Under the 1996 military 
deal, Israel trains Turkish 
fighter pilots in exchange for 
Israel's use of Turkish air 
space. 


EU to discuss aid to Algerian people 


France denies it is ‘meddling’ in Algerian affairs 

PARIS (AFP) — France on Tuesday denied it had any 
intention of interfering in Algerian affairs when it issued 
a statement condemning the massacres of civilians while 
reminding the government of its duty to protect its people. 
The French statement the previous day recalling the 
Algerian people's “legitimate right to be protected" 
sparked a quick and furious reaction from the North 
African state, which said the former colonial ruler had 
“neither right nor reason to be reminding the Algerian 
government of its duties.” Stepping in to soothe the quar- 
rel. French foreign ministry spokeswoman Anne Gazeau- 
Secret said Tuesday that “our statements, like earlier ones, 
have never contained any intention to interfere.” 


Israel releases 23 Palestinian 
prisoners including Elayan 


Israel, Turkey, U.S. forge ahead 
with manoeuvres despite criticism 


Post-Levy era: a more extreme government 


EKas Zananiri 

AS OF Wednesday morning, a 
new government takes over in 
Israel but without elections or 
a cabinet reshuffle. Nothing 
else but the resignation of 
Foreign Minister David Levy 
on Sunday that has left the last 
of a trio-moderate ministers in 
Benyamin Netanyahus gov- 
ernment; Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai. It is there- 
fore early to predict how long 
this government will last, if at 
all Netanyahu might have 
successfully passed the budget 
test through the Knesset on 
Monday. But his real test Is 
still ahead: the second rede- 
ployment of Israeli troops in 
the West Bank, which he 
promised to cany out, though 
with a set of pre-conditions he 
is demanding of tite 


Palestinian National 

Authority. 

Before Levy, it was ex- 
finance minister Dan Meridor 
who resigned over differences 
with Netanyahu. Meridor. 
Levy and Mordechai are the 
only three ministens within the 
Likud coalition who Support 
the Oslo Accords and conse- 
quently support the implemen- 
tation of their clauses. With 
both Lew and Meridor oul 
there is doubt that Mordechai 
can take on his shoulder the 
weight of implementing the 
redeployment, certainly not 
with such an influential num- 
ber of right-wingers who have 
been threatening to topple 
Netanyahu’s government 
should he go ahead and with- 
draw. 

The post-Levy Israeli cabi- 
net is not the same as ii was 


before, [hough Levy, as a mat- 
ter of fact, had very little to say 
as far as Israel's foreign policy 
was concerned. Almost every 
task that in theory fell under 
the foreign minister's respon- 
sibility was done by 
Netanyahu, or alternatively, by 
one of his top aides. No won- 
der that Levy finally decided 
to quit. Apart from his concern 
over the budget distribution 
and the absence of his major 
constituencies from the list of 
money recipients. Levy was 
disturbed by (he fact that his 
role as foreign minister was 
marginalised by Netanyahu, 
especially when it came to 
holding talks with the 
Palestinians. Now Mordechai 
seems to be going on the foot- 
steps of Levy. With his earnest 
wish to go ahead with the 
redeployment and to stand by 


his past promises to honour 
the agreements. Mordechai 
might find himself, perhaps 
within months, obliged to 
make a choice between his 
portfolio and his commit- 
ments. Netanyahu, under the 
pressure of the dominant 
extreme right, will try to post- 
pone, if not cancel, the rede- 
ployment. and Mordechai, as 
such, may have to go home. 

Currently, both the Third 
Way and the ultra-orthodox 
religious Shas party support 
the redeployment and even 
threaten that without the rede- 
ployment, they might pull out 
of the government On the 
other hand, other coalition 
members like Tsomet of 
Rafael Eitan and Moledet of 
Rehvaam Zeevi threaten that 
if Netanyahu decides to imple- 
ment the second redeploy- 


ment they will bring his gov- 
ernment down. The only sav- 
iour that Netanyahu might 
have to rely on, ironically 
enough, is the opposition 
Labour Party, which has so far 
failed to give a crystal-clear 
answer to whether its mem- 
bers will vote for Netanyahu if 
he goes ahead or whether they 
would let him fall down, even 
if the reason is his commit- 
ment to the Oslo Accords. 

Over the past weeks, the 
Labour Party has been holding 
discussions on whether they 
should provide Netanyahu 
with a so-called security net 
that prevents the fall of his 
government once the rede- 
ployment is brought up to the 
KnesseL Many argue that the 
party should find a way out of 
this dilemma without harming 
its image as an advocate of 
peace with the PNA and the 
Arab countries. But very 
recently, the party seems to 


have taken its decision: to 
bring Netanyahu down no 
maner what means or price are 
involved. 

Netanyahu himself told 
reporters after the Knesset 
vote on the budget that he is 
convinced he will be able to 
gel his cabinet make a positive 
decision on the second phase 
withdrawal, just as he forged a 
majority for the authorisation 
of the budget Tt will be hard, 
but I am sure that 1 will be able 
to persuade members of the 
coalition about the necessity of 
the decision.” he said With 
this self-confidence, 

Netanyahu met with U.S. spe- 
cial envoy to the Middle East 
Dennis Ross, who arrived in 
Israel Tuesday afternoon for a 
series of meetings with 
Netanyahu and with PNA 
President Yasser Arafat 
Netanyahu, Israeli sources 
said is aware of the fact that 
Ross is trying to gauge the 


chances that the present coali- 
tion under the present circum- 
stances can carry out the Oslo 
accords. Israeli papers report- 
ed Tuesday that in the 48 
hours before Ross’s arrival, 
senior U.S. officials spoke 
over the phone with various 
Israeli officials in a bid to 
gauge the chances of 
Netanyahu’s political survival 
after Levy’s resignation. 

The Ross-Netanyahu talks 
took place amid speculations, 
even from within the cabinet, 
that it will not survive for long. 
With the support of only 63 
Knesset members. Justice 
Minister Tzahi Hanegbi said 
the government may not have 
good chances to survive. ’This 
is the last supper It must be 
said truthfully: If Levy doesn’t 
come back, this government 
has no chance of lasting,” 
Hanegbi who is very close to 
Netanyahu, told the Likud fac- 
tion meeting on Monday. 



A Romanian 
dictator Antonescu 

had syphilis 


BUCHAREST (AFP) _ 
Romanian war-time diet* 
tor Ion Antonescu, 
once declared that only ^ 
men contract syphilis, was 
struck with the disease 
himself and refused treat- 
ment, a historian said 
Tuesday. In an interview 
with the daily Ziua news- 
paper, historian Mihaj 
Stoenescu said fat 
Antonescu, who was allied 
with Hitler’s Nazi 
Germany, contracted the 
illness with seven other 
military officers and 
refused treatment in the 
belief that his will-power 
would rid him of the dis- 
ease. Stoenescu, in a book 
on ffie dictator to appear 
soon, quoted Antonescu as 
often saying that “one who 
has never been stricken 
with syphilis is not a real 
man.” 

Rare unicorn 
rhinoceros born 
in Rotterdam zoo 

ROTTERDAM (AFP) - 
A 60-kilogram baby uni- 
corn rhinoceros was bora 
in Rotterdam's zoo. offi- 
cials announced Monday, 
adding that it was the lira 
birth of this rare species in 
the Netherlands. The baby 
rhino was born to 
Namasthe, six, and Nice, 
II. who had their Ora 
encounter just two years 
ago in the Dutch zoo. 
Officials claim it was love 
at first sight, and soon 
Namasthe entered her over 
16-month gestation dial 
happily ended this week- 
end. There are only 2,000 
unicorn rhinoceros left in 
India and Nepal, and 130 in 
zoos around the world. 
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Marriage number 
two over for ex-'fyson 
bride Robin Givens 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) - 
Actress Robin Givens, 
whose tumultuous mar- 
riage to boxing champion 
Mike Tyson grabbed from- 
page headlines, is planning 
to divorce husband numfer 
two, according to the mag- 
azine Entertainment 

Weekly. Givens’ second 
marriage to Yugoslav ten- 
nis instructor Svetonr 
Maxinkovic, reported) 
ending due to irreconcil- 
able differences, has 
brief — to say the least. 
The couple has lived opan 
since August 22, the day ot 
their marriage. 


Opera singer fears 
getting lost backstage 

BELLEVUE (AP) 
Opera singer ViflO 
Genaux wasn't leaver 
anything to chance during 
her surprise debut at 
York's Metropolitan Open 
House, even the extreme!) 
unlikely possibility of 
ting lost backstage- 
stayed on the set the wnoK 
time, hiding in s0 ^T 
crevice when I wasn 
singing, because I 
afraid that once I'd I 63 '’ 6 ' 
wouldn’t know how to gw 
back on and where to S a 
Genaux said. Genaux 
called unexpectedly to s®? 
Rosina in The Barber 
Seville" on Dee- •; 
because the 
scheduled singer got W 
gitis. 


Zurich offers 
sound-proof builds 
for musicians 
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